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Torture in America: The Prison System
By Carole Seligman
I had the tremendous honor of
meeting Mumia Abu-Jamal on January
18th and Bryant Arroyo on January
19th. After several years of corresponding with these innocent prisoners,
respectively serving life sentences in
SCI Mahanoy and SCI Frackville, in
Pennsylvania, I wanted to meet them
in person.
While visiting Mumia, I also met
Eddie Africa in the visiting room. Eddie
Africa has been imprisoned for four
decades after cops attacked their home
in the City of Philadelphia in 1978 and
arrested the nine occupants—the
MOVE 9. Later cops bombed the
MOVE home and killed 11 of the organization’s members including five children. Eddie Africa was just denied
parole again by the corrupt and callous
Pennsylvania Parole Board, although
they are well aware that Mr. Africa, had
nothing to do with the death of the
police officer who died, most likely by
“friendly fire” during the attack on the
MOVE home in 1978. In the face of
such prolonged imprisonment Eddie
Africa takes an active role in helping

young prisoners to survive in this hostile environment.
While visiting Bryant, I met Major
Tillery, an innocent man in prison for
33 years. Major is the man who actually saved Mumia’s life, when Mumia
collapsed and went into a coma at the
height of his Hepatitis C illness. For
that good deed, he was punished,
transferred from Mahanoy to Frackville
and sent to solitary confinement for
four months.
Knowing about their cases—innocent, framed prisoners—and then getting to meet them in person gives one a
new understanding of the depth of cruelty in the American prison system, a
system whose atrocities and torture are
only beginning to be revealed to the
public, as there are more and more
exonerations, including from death row!
The revelations are due in part to the
writings and radio broadcasts of Mumia
Abu-Jamal, as well as those of several
other prisoners who write about their
prison experiences and help us understand what we’re up against in the struggle for justice against the capitalist state.

Mumia is a warm, welcoming man.
Despite a terribly uncomfortable skin
outbreak that keeps him from sleeping,
and itching that is constant and unrelenting, Mumia has kept on writing
trenchant commentaries on all current
pressing issues and recording them in
his beautiful voice on Prison Radio. I
was introduced by attorney Rachel
Wolkenstein who was visiting Eddie
Africa, as well as Mumia. Basym Hasan
(from the Pennsylvania Prison Society)
and Mumia’s brother, Keith Cook, were
also visiting and we had a roundtable,
wide-ranging discussion on many topics—including the court proceedings of
the previous day, DNA testing, the
death penalty in Pennsylvania, the water
quality in the prison (the guards don’t
drink from the water fountains,) the
itchy skin conditions that many prisoners are suffering, prison food, the April
20 Women’s March, and the significance of last year’s Women’s March on
the day after the Trump inauguration.
We also discussed the case of a juvenile
lifer, who, after 64 years in prison had
his sentence converted to 35 to life, but
wasn’t allowed to leave the state to go to
family members in the South! Much of
our discussion cycled around to the
combined conditions of extreme cruelty
with irrational idiocy in the prisons.
Now, the system of mass incarceration has spread to the population of
undocumented immigrants and refugees who are being rounded up by the
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
federal agency—ICE. They are held in
profit-making private prisons in horrendous conditions including the forced
separation of young children from their
parents, inadequate protection from
cold weather, inadequate quality and
quantity of food—in other words, basic
necessities of life. ICE is making a concerted effort to violate local and state
sanctuary policies, such as the recent
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round-up of immigrants in the Northern
California Bay Area on February 28.
To write in any meaningful way
about the prison system in the United
States is to document a litany of abuse.
One example, as explained in the
January visit: Mumia, while he was on
death row in Pennsylvania’s SCI
Greene was in the wing of the prison
where they could watch the food preparation from their cells. The food was
put on carts and delivered to all the
different cellblocks, ending with the
death row blocks, where it was always
cold. When he was transferred to SCI
Mahanoy, he burned his mouth
because he had grown used to never
tasting hot food. Simple cruelty, carried out for years on end.
Another: Mumia told us about new,
colorful, cheerfully painted signs on the
Mahanoy prison walls saying: “Help is
near,” and “If you feel suicidal, contact
staff.” Such irony. “Help” is non-existent there. Suicide is a regular occurrence. Medical neglect a constant reality. Even killings of prisoners by guards!
Mumia’s skin condition seemed to
worsen over the time of the visit, with
open red areas on his inner arms. As
our visit was ending, Mumia gave a
message of love for Kevin Cooper, on
death row at San Quentin and compliments on Kevin’s beautiful art. And at
a “Live From Death Row” event on
February 10th in San Francisco, where
Kevin called in to a public meeting
sponsored by the Democratic Socialists
of America, Kevin spoke in support
and admiration for Mumia. I feel privileged to have listened and participated
in conversations with such a big-hearted, knowledgeable person.

Bryant Arroyo
Bryant Arroyo, is serving a life sentence for a terrible crime that he did not
do—killing his baby stepson. Another
innocent man. Like Mumia Abu-Jamal,
Bryant is a person who acts on behalf of
others while struggling for his own

exoneration. He is known as the “prison environmentalist.” He has spoken
out for environmental justice in the
prison and surrounding community,
about corporate destruction of the
environment through a proposed coal
de-gasification plant, and also, through
organizing prisoners, guards, and community to oppose the building of the
plant. Bryant has to jump through
prison administrative hoops to speak
by phone to students and groups of
environmentalists to help educate us
about how to protect the environment.

Major Tillery
Major Tillery was framed in
Philadelphia, with cops providing sexual
favors for prisoners to testify against
him. While fighting for his own exoneration, he also advocates for others, focusing on elderly and disabled prisoners
who suffer especially in the cold prison
environment. An example: Tillery is trying to get the prison to issue long johns
to the elderly prisoners who suffer more
in the cold weather. You would think
such a easy-to-grant demand would get
results, but, in the cruel environment of
the prisons, the authorities scoff at the
request and refuse to grant it.

Kevin Cooper
Kevin Cooper, death row prisoner
in San Quentin State Prison, (whose
article in honor of Black History Month
is in this issue of Socialist Viewpoint),
spoke by telephone to a public forum
at the San Francisco Public Library.
His moving presentation and answers
to audience questions inspired many in
the audience to write postcard appeals
to California Governor Jerry Brown
supporting Kevin’s appeal for clemency. Kevin is a tireless campaigner for
abolition of the death penalty, educating and speaking out and explaining
slavery as the background of the current abusive system of mass incarceration and torture in the U.S.
California voters recently approved
starting up the state’s execution machin-

ery, and if that happens, Kevin is one of
the first to die. His innocence is beyond
dispute, and yet he was almost executed
in 2004, coming within three hours and
42 minutes of lethal injection. He has
been in prison for 33 years. Governor
Brown has had Kevin’s petition for clemency for over two years. A delegation
went to Sacramento on February 22 to
deliver petitions with over 20,000 signatures in support of clemency to the governor as part of a campaign to get the
governor to act. A letter signed by the
deans of four prominent California law
schools supporting Kevin’s appeal for
clemency was also sent to Governor
Brown in February.
Without a doubt, U.S. prisons house
an estimated over-100,000 innocent
people, and this doesn’t include people
incarcerated for infractions such as
drug possession. It doesn’t include the
thousands of detained immigrants.
Most all prisoners (perhaps with the
exception of the millionaires caught
for white collar crime and corruption)
suffer extreme institutional cruelty.
(See the article by Kevin “Rashid”
Johnson in this and previous issues
about how prisoners in Florida State
Prison are tortured and abused.) I find
it miraculous, almost in the biblical
meaning of the word, that the people I
write about in this article not only have
retained their humanity, but actually
struggle for the rights of other
oppressed people.
The conditions of prisoners in this
country indicate to the most extreme
degree the values of capitalist society
and its state power. While we must
fight like hell to free the innocent and
stop the torture of the prisons, it’s also
clear that for any humane values to be
adopted, the power of capitalism and
its state must be definitively broken. A
state whose reason to exist is to prop
up the capitalist profit system, and to
do that with the use of extreme violence, is incompatible with human values of decency. We must bring it down!
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School Massacres and the U.S. War Machine
By Bonnie Weinstein
There have been 18 school shootings since January 1, 2018— on average, three shootings per week—the
latest, at Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School in Parkland, Florida on
February 14, that killed 17 people and
injured more than 15. No other country on the planet even comes close to
these murderous statistics.

This devastating shooting, along
with the 146 people that have been shot
and killed by police so far in 2018
according to the a February 21, 2018
update in the Washington Post, has
become the norm in this country. But
it should be no surprise because the
U.S. is the most violent country in the
world.

The shooter, 19-year-old Nikolas
Cruz, was trained to shoot in that very
school when he was in the Junior
Reserve Officer Training Corps. And,
according to the U.S. Army JROTC
Homepage1 “It is one of the largest
youth programs in the world with
more than 310,000 high school students participating annually…” and
they are routinely taught to handle and
shoot weapons. The program is an
extension of the U.S. military and it has
no place in our schools.

U.S. military might
Make no mistake about it; war is a
first priority for the United States. War
is how capitalist imperialism settles disputes of power. If things don’t go the
way the capitalists want it to, they kill
those who stand in their way as they
have done since the beginning of our
country. And we working people are
supposed to be in awe of this power.
The JROTC teaches the glories of
U.S. wars to these students. They are

taught to hail our generals as heroes for
having the most mighty killing powers.
This, they are told, is what makes our
country great. And, indeed, the U.S.
has the most powerful and the greatest
number of weapons of mass destruction on the planet.
According to an April 24, 2017
Forbes article by Niall McCarthy titled,
“The Top 15 Countries for Military
Expenditure in 2016:”
“The United States remained at
the top of the military spending
league last year with $611 billion.
That’s 36 percent of the global total
and over three times the amount
spent
by
second-placed
China. Russia upped its outlay 5.9
percent to $69.2 billion, third overall…”

And according to nationalpriorities.
org, the proposed military budget for
2019 accounts for 61 percent of
Trump’s discretionary budget request
in the amount of $727 billion. And this
does not include national security
spending in other departments like
nuclear weapons in the Energy
Department, Homeland Security or
the portion of the federal debt caused
by paying for war on the national
credit card.

War as a way of life
We are justly horrified by these
mass shootings—school shootings,
gang shootings, police shootings—but
we are immune to the tens-of-thousands of casualties of war perpetrated
by the U.S. government on nearly every
continent on the planet. We can’t
ignore that the violence perpetrated by
the U.S. military has set the stage for
this violence here at home.
The U.S. capitalist class not only
wages war, but wages assassinations by
Special Forces, by drone strikes, that
take out “enemy combatants” which
6 SOCIA LIST V IEWP OIN T
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most often turn out to be “collateral
damage.” War doesn’t just kill “the
enemy” it kills civilians—men, women
and children who have no say in what
their governments do any more than
we, here in the U.S. do. We do not vote
on war, on expenditures for the military, for nuclear weapons, or for “The
Mother Of All Bombs.” That is not our
prerogative. Our only choice is to vote
for one warmonger over another—
from Hillary to Trump.

Military grade weapons and the
struggle against capitalism
From its very inception, the U.S. has
outgunned and out-bombed those they
labeled “the enemy” from the original
inhabitants of this land; the enforcement of slavery; the arming of police;
calling in the National Guard against
unarmed workers in the early years of
the U.S. labor movement; to the May 4,
1970 murder of four students and the
wounding of nine more by the Ohio
National Guard at Kent State
University; and the murder of two students and wounding of 12 others by
the city and state police May 15, 1970
at Jackson State College in Jackson,
Mississippi during the Vietnam War.
Not to speak of the millions of
Vietnamese who were killed by the U.S.
war machine. It took a massive antiwar
movement to finally bring an end to
the Vietnam War, which the U.S. lost.
The U.S. lost the war to the
Vietnamese fighters who out-fought
them. And American soldiers, sick and
tired of the carnage and futility of the
war, were refusing to continue to fight.
At home, the antiwar protesters were
clogging the streets in the hundreds-ofthousands in support of bringing the
troops home now. We did not take up
arms.
The American Civil Rights movement did, on occasion, take up arms in
defense against white racist police and
the KKK in response to the brutality of
lynchings, beatings and bombing of
Black school children attempting to

integrate all white schools. Malcolm X
had armed guards stationed in his
defense when he spoke in public. Even
Martin Luther King had weapons for
self-defense. Self-defense is a human
right. That doesn’t mean that people
should be able to go to Wal-Mart and
buy a tank, rocket, nuclear bomb or
even a military-grade automatic weapon like the AR-15 that was used most
recently in Florida that is meant to kill
large numbers of people in a very short
time.

The fight against violence has to
be much broader
The NRA is the marketing/lobbying
front for the military weapons industry, which is the supplier for all the
wars the U.S. imperialists and their
allies are engaged in directly or indirectly. In order to combat this violence,
we must combat capitalism. We must
demand that the world be disarmed—
that weapons of death are not the
answer to the social and humanitarian
crisis that plague our planet.

How to win the war against war
and injustice
Many on the left believe that the
working class must arm ourselves in
order to win the war against capitalism.
And, of course, we must be able to
defend ourselves against the brutality
of the capitalist dictatorship. But the
only way we can accomplish this is to
organize workers into such a powerful,
anti-capitalist, pro-socialist, unified
force, that we are able to win the soldiers over to our side effectively disarming the capitalist class.
Ending capitalism and establishing
socialism is the only way to end the
violence that plagues the world today.

1

https://www.usarmyjrotc.com/

We must demand that the vast sums
of money and resources that are spent
on weapons of mass destruction be
spent, instead, on solving the economic
and social inequalities that exist across
the globe.
It is impossible to separate the violence that is occurring at an increasing
rate on our streets from the massive
U.S. military intervention in the world
for the sole purpose of protecting the
wealthy from the poor who vastly outnumber them. This is the sole purpose
for war and weapons of mass destruction. It has nothing to do with “protecting democracy” since we have no
democracy in this country that actually
counts.
We must organize massive opposition to wars and killing as a way to
solve social ills and put the blame
where it belongs—on the system that
perpetrates inequality as a way of life—
capitalism.
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Guns and Liberty
By Chris Hedges
The proliferation of guns in
American society is not only profitable
for gun manufacturers, it fools the disempowered into fetishizing weapons as
a guarantor of political agency. Guns
buttress the myth of a rugged individualism that atomizes Americans, disdains organization and obliterates
community, compounding powerlessness. Gun ownership in the United
States, largely criminalized for poor
people of color, is a potent tool of
oppression. It does not protect us from
tyranny. It is an instrument of tyranny.
“Second Amendment cultists truly
believe that guns are political
power,” writes Mark Ames, the author
of Going Postal: Rage, Murder, and
Rebellion: From Reagan’s Workplaces to
Clinton’s Columbine and Beyond.
“[They believe that] guns in fact are
the only source of political power.
That’s why, despite loving guns, and
despite being so right-wing, they betray
such a paranoid fear and hatred of
armed agents of the government
(minus Border Guards, they all tend to
love our Border Guards.) If you think
guns, rather than concentrated wealth,
equals political power, then you’d
resent government power far more
than you’d resent billionaires’ power
or corporations’ hyper-concentrated
wealth/power, because government
will always have more and bigger guns.
In fact you’d see pro-gun, anti-government billionaires like the Kochs as your
natural political allies in your guncentric notion of political struggle
against the concentrated gun power of
government.”
American violence has always been
primarily vigilante violence. It is a
product of the colonial militias; the
U.S. Army, which carried out campaigns of genocide against Native
Americans; slave patrols; hired mercenaries and gunslingers; the Pinkerton
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and Baldwin-Felts detective agencies;
gangs of strikebreakers; the Iron and
Coal Police; company militias; the
American Legion veterans of World
War I who attacked union agitators;
the White Citizens’ Council; the White
League, the Knights of the White
Camellia; and the Ku Klux Klan, which
controlled some states. These vigilante
groups carried out atrocities, mostly
against people of color and radicals,
within our borders that later characterized our savage subjugation of the
Philippines, interventions in Latin
America, the wars in Korea and
Vietnam and our current debacles in
the Middle East. General Jacob H.
Smith summed up American attitudes
about wholesale violence in the
Philippines when he ordered his troops
to turn the island of Samar, defended
by Filipino insurgents, into “a howling
wilderness.”
Mass culture and most historians do
not acknowledge the patterns of violence that have played out over and
over since the founding of the nation.
This historical amnesia blinds us to the
endemic violence that defines our culture and is encoded in our national
myth.
As
historian
Richard
Slotkin writes in Regeneration Through
Violence: The Mythology of the American
Frontier 1600-1860, the first of his three
magisterial works on violence in
American society, our Jacksonian form
of democracy was defined by “the
western man-on-the-make, the speculator, and the wildcat banker; [in a
time] when racist irrationalism and a
falsely conceived economics prolonged
and intensified slavery in the teeth of
American democratic idealism; and
when men like Davy Crockett became
national heroes by defining national
aspirations in terms of so many bears
destroyed, so much land preempted, so
many trees hacked down, so many

Indians and Mexicans dead in the
dust.”
“The first colonists saw in America
an opportunity to regenerate their fortunes, their spirits, and the power of
their church and nation,” he writes,
“but the means to that regeneration
ultimately became the means of violence, and the myth of regeneration
through violence became the structuring metaphor of the American experience.”
“A people unaware of its myths is
likely to continue living by them,
though the world around that people
may change and demand changes in
their psychology, their ethics and their
institutions,” Slotkin writes.
The metaphors we use to describe
ourselves to ourselves are rooted in this
national myth. We explain our history
and our experience and seek our identity in this myth. This myth connects
us to the forces that shape and give
meaning to our lives. It bridges, as
Slotkin writes, “the gap between the
world of the mind and the world of
affairs, between dream and reality,
between impulse or desire and action.
It draws on the content of individual
and collective memory, structures it,
and develops it from imperatives for
belief and action.”
The historian Roxanne DunbarOrtiz in her book Loaded: A Disarming
History of the Second Amendment also
illustrates how the racist, white settler
vision of the world continues to color
our perception of reality. She writes:
“The populist frontier ideology
has served the U.S. ruling class well
for its entire history and once again
found tremendous resonance in the
Vietnam War as another Indian war.
A key to John F. Kennedy’s political
success was that he revived the ‘frontier’ as a trope of populist imperial-

ism, speaking of the ‘settling’ of the
continent and ‘taming’ a different
sort of ‘wilderness.’ In Kennedy’s
acceptance speech in Los Angeles at
the 1960 Democratic Convention, he
said: ‘I stand tonight facing west on
what was once the last frontier. From
the lands that stretch 3,000 miles
behind me, the pioneers of old gave
up their safety, their comfort and
sometimes their lives to build a new
world here in the West. …We stand
today on the edge of a new frontier.’
The metaphor described Kennedy’s
plan for employing political power
to make the world the new frontier
of the United States. Central to this
vision was the Cold War, what
Richard Slotkin calls ‘a heroic engagement in the ‘long twilight
struggle’ against communism,’ to
which the nation was summoned by
Kennedy in his inaugural address.
Soon after he took office, that struggle took the form of the counterinsurgency program in Vietnam and
his creation of the Green Beret
Special Forces. ‘Seven years after
Kennedy’s nomination,’ Slotkin
reminds us, ‘American troops would
be describing Vietnam as ‘Indian
Country’ and search-and-destroy
missions as a game of ‘Cowboys and
Indians;’ and Kennedy’s ambassador
to Vietnam would justify a massive
military escalation by citing the
necessity of moving the ‘Indians’
away from the ‘fort’ so that the ‘settlers’ could plant ‘corn.’”

The gun culture permits a dispossessed public, sheared of economic and
political power, to buy a firearm and
revel in feelings of omnipotence. A gun
reminds Americans that they are divine
agents of purification, anointed by God
and Western civilization to remake the
world in their own image. Violence in
America is not about the defense of
liberty or radical change. It is an expression of domination, racism and hate.
American vigilantes are the shock
troops of capitalism. They butcher the
weak on behalf of the strong. “The
essential American soul is hard, isolate,
stoic, and a killer,” the English novelist

and essayist D.H. Lawrence wrote. “It
has never yet melted.”
There are some 310 million firearms
in the United States, including 114 million handguns, 110 million rifles and
86 million shotguns. The number of
military-style assault weapons in private hands—including the AR-15
semi-automatic rifles used in the massacres at Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School in Parkland, Florida, and
at the Sandy Hook Elementary School
in Newtown, Connecticut—is estimated at 1.5 million. The United States has
the highest rate of gun ownership in
the world, an average of 90 firearms
per 100 people.

Violence in America is
not about the defense of
liberty or radical change.
It is an expression of
domination, racism and
hate. American vigilantes are the shock troops
of capitalism. They
butcher the weak on
behalf of the strong.
“Total gun deaths in the United
States average around 37,000 a year,
with two-thirds of those deaths being
suicides, leaving approximately 12,000
homicides, a thousand of those at the
hands of the police,” writes DunbarOrtiz. “Mass shootings—ones that
leave four or more people wounded or
dead—now occur in the United States,
on average, at the pace of one or
more per day. Disturbing as that fact is,
mass shootings currently account for
only two percent of gun killings annually.
The
number
of
gun
deaths—37,000—is roughly equal to
death-by-vehicle incidents in the
United States per year.”

If the ruling elites feared an armed
uprising, a draconian form of gun control would instantly be law. But the
engine of gun ownership is not the fear
of government. It is the fear by white
people of the Black and Brown underclass, an underclass many whites are
convinced will threaten them as society
breaks down. Guns, largely in the
hands of whites, have rarely been
deployed against the state. In this, the
United States is an exception. It has a
heavily armed population and yet
maintains political stability. The few
armed rebellions—the 1786 and
1787 Shays’ Rebellion, the 1921 armed
uprising by 10,000 coal miners at Blair
Mountain in West Virginia—were
swiftly and brutally put down by militias and armed vigilantes hired by capitalists. These uprisings were about specific grievances, not systemic change.
Revolution is foreign to our intellectual
tradition.
As jobs and manufacturing are
shipped overseas, communities crumble, despair grips much of the country
and chronic poverty plagues American
families, the gun seems to be the last
tangible relic of a free and mythic
America. It offers the illusion of power,
protection and freedom. This is why
the powerless will not give it up.
“In the heartland, these are people
who feel they’ve been the victims of
sustained economic violence at the
hands of tyrannical governments of
both parties,” writer and editor Daniel
Hayes wrote in The New York Times in
2016. “In 2008, Barack Obama’s notorious misstep got one thing right: Rural
people will ‘cling’ to guns. Not because
they are sad or misguided, but because
it is the last right they feel they still
have: a liberty at least, in place of
opportunity.”
“Outsourcing and guns: These are
the twin issues animating Trump voters in rural Kentucky,” he wrote. “The
two are linked and feed off each other;
the only difference between them is
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that white rural voters see outsourcing
as a losing battle, whereas protecting
and expanding Second Amendment
rights is the only policy they’ve been
able to get politicians to move on. For
that reason alone, it is totemic.”
The Second Amendment, as
Dunbar-Ortiz makes clear in her book,
was never about protecting individual
freedom. It was about codifying white
vigilante violence into law.
“The elephant in the room in these
debates has long been what the armed
militias of the Second Amendment
were to be used for,” Dunbar-Ortiz
writes. “The kind of militias and gun
rights of the Second Amendment had
long existed in the colonies and were
expected to continue fulfilling two pri-

mary roles in the United States:
destroying Native communities in the
armed march to possess the continent,
and brutally subjugating the enslaved
African population.…”

gy.” This peculiar American veneration
of violence, Slotkin writes, “reaches out
of the past to cripple, incapacitate, or
strike down the living.”

Attacks on the gun culture and the
gun violence that plagues the nation
are seen by many gun owners as an
attack on their national identity. The
more powerful the weapon, the more
powerful the gun owner feels. There
are those among the marginalized and
enraged who are tempted, especially
because of easy access to assault-style
weapons, to use their guns in mass killings to cleanse the world. The lone
killer, almost always a white male, is
celebrated by Hollywood and in our
national myth and “frontier psycholo-

https://www.truthdig.com/articles/
guns-and-liberty/

—truthdig, February 25, 2018

...government
will always have more
and bigger guns...

March For Our Lives
Can you give two days to stop the slaughter?
By David Swanson
The power of mass demonstrations
to mobilize activism and move those in
positions of power is minimized, first
and foremost, by those opposed to
popular power. Do not listen to them.
Make them listen to us!
Can you give two days to stop the
slaughter of innocents and the shameless profiteering from their blood? If you
can give more, so much the better. But
by giving two days, you will guarantee
that others will give more. You will be
part of building the necessary momentum, the key ingredient in social change.
These are the two days to give: March
24 and November 11. If you can’t give
those, or want more, pick some others.
But here’s why I say those two, and
why the top priority is to be in
Washington, D.C., but just as important is to be visible everywhere else.

March 24
On March 24 in Washington, D.C.,
and elsewhere in the U.S. (and
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beyond?), students and teachers and
everyone else who values lives over
guns will march against gun violence.
But the strategy will be weak unless
millions of us uninvited marchers
show up to augment the message with
what it is not permissible to say. The
culture of gun violence is fueled by the
culture of militarism and by the military. A hugely disproportionate share
of mass-shooters have been U.S. military veterans. Some have been JROTC
students. The recent killer in Florida
was trained to kill by the U.S. Army in
the very school where he killed. The
JROTC’s “history” classes, the Army’s
video games, the military’s role in producing Hollywood movies, the
Pentagon’s unloading of old weapons
on police departments and the general
public — this is all done with our tax
dollars. The NRA understands the connections perfectly, and churns
out advertisements promoting more
wars. If we don’t make the connec-

tions, we won’t win. So, bring these
signs. And help us keep military
recruiters out of schools.
By the way, March 24 was the day in
1999 when the United States and
NATO began 78 days of bombing
Yugoslavia. Fittingly, March 24 is
also International Day for the Right to
the Truth concerning Gross Human
Rights Violations and for the Dignity
of Victims. A great day around which
to create a new holiday tradition!
So, go sign up here!1 And (this is
important!) politely encourage the
organizers to acknowledge the existence of the JROTC.

November 11
Since the United States destroyed
North Korea almost 70 years
ago, November 11 has been called, in
the United States, “Veterans Day.” This
year, Donald Trump proposes to stage
a giant parade of weaponry through
the streets of Washington, D.C. But

prior to the intense propaganda campaign around the brutal bombardment
that leveled most North Korean cities,
and to this day in much of the rest of
the world, November 11 is known as
Armistice Day, or in some places
Remembrance Day.

tions to do so too. And if we help prevent the Trumparade from happening,
our celebration will go forward even
bigger and better!

At 11 o’clock on this 11th day of the
11th month, 100 years ago this year,
World War I ended. It was a scheduled
end to the war, with the killing and
dying pointlessly continuing right up
to that moment. The worldwide celebration after the armistice was euphoric. And those who had believed the
propaganda about a “war to end all
war” and those who had not were
united in desiring to make it true.
Armistice Day was for years promoted
by the U.S. government among others
as a day to work for global friendship
and peace. Parading the instruments of
death that suck down 60 percent of the
budget Congress votes on each year is
not a way to build friendship or peace.

“Madness in individuals is something
rare; but in groups, parties, nations, and
epochs, it is the rule.” —Friedrich
Nietzsche

But our “Armistice Day, Not Trump
Day” will be weak if it includes only
those who have learned to reject war
propaganda and dedicated themselves
to ending war and weapons dealing.
We need, again, from the other direction, to make the connections. We
need to include in our peace parade
those who reject the militarization of
schools, of police, or borders, and of
entertainment. Those who care about
the earth’s climate must not sit by
while the single greatest contributors
to climate change are paraded down
Pennsylvania Avenue. Those who care
about investment in human needs will
metaphorically shoot themselves in the
foot if they fail to oppose the glorification of wasting trillions of dollars on
weaponry. Those who want safety need
to earn it by demonstrating to the
world that people in the United States
do not agree with the policy of bombing foreign countries.
So, go sign up at March for our
Lives, and invite people and organiza-

Can madness be cured
by marching?

The two marches planned for March
and for November are the same march
when seen from the perspective of a
national psychiatrist. The racism, militarism, and extreme materialism they
address are a single disease.
The U.S. has had mass shootings on
military bases full of people with guns.
The U.S. has filled its schools with
armed guards, who have not prevented
a single shooting but have criminalized
children’s behavior. Proposing to put
more guns into schools is not a sane
proposal.
Other nations have banned guns, or
banned the worst guns, and seen dramatic decreases in mass shootings.
Throwing up one’s hands and exclaiming that nothing can be done is not the
action of a population or sub-population that is thinking straight.
The U.S. puts almost as much
money into war weaponry as the rest of
the world combined, with much of the
rest of the world buying U.S. weaponry
pushed on it by a U.S. State Department
turned into a weapons dealer. The
result is anti-U.S. hostility at levels
other nations can’t imagine going to
such expense and effort to generate.
Celebrating the weapons that endanger
and impoverish is a form of sickness.
Each war kills large numbers of
innocent people, disproportionately
the very old and the very young. Each
day, the vast majority of the people
killed with U.S. weapons are outside
the United States. Each war leaves a
new area of the world devastated, more

violent, and a greater threat to others.
When you’re in a hole, the first step
is not to use explosives to dig faster.
There are some things, said Dr.
King, to which we should insist on
remaining maladjusted.
In a time of universal deceit, said
George Orwell, telling the truth
becomes an act of rebellion.
Can a large group of thoughtful,
committed citizens change the world?
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever
has.
—CounterPunch, February 25, 2018
https://www.counterpunch.
org/2018/02/26/can-you-give-two-daysto-stop-the-slaughter/
1 marchforourlives.com

The recent killer in
Florida was trained to
kill by the U.S. Army in
the very school where he
killed. The JROTC’s
“history” classes, the
Army’s video games, the
military’s role in producing Hollywood movies, the Pentagon’s
unloading of old weapons on police departments and the general
public — this is all done
with our tax dollars.
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Shithole Countries
You don’t need a telescope to find a “Shithole Country”
By Chris Hedges
I covered the war in El Salvador for
five years. It was a peasant uprising by
the dispossessed against the 14 ruling
families and the handful of American
corporations that ran El Salvador as if
it was a plantation. Half of the population was landless. Laborers worked as
serfs in the coffee plantations, the sugar
cane fields and the cotton fields in
appalling poverty. Attempts to organize and protest peacefully to combat
the huge social inequality were met
with violence, including fire from
machine guns mounted on the tops of
buildings in downtown San Salvador
that rained down bullets indiscriminately on crowds of demonstrators.
Peasant, labor, church and university
leaders were kidnapped by death
squads, brutally tortured and murdered, their mutilated bodies often left
on roadsides for public view. When I
arrived, the death squads were killing
between 700 and 1,000 people a month.
An insurgent army arose, the
Farabundo Martí National Liberation
Front (known by the Spanish-language
abbreviation FMLN), named for the
leader of a peasant uprising in 1932 that
was crushed through the slaughter of
thousands, perhaps tens-of-thousands,
many of them killed in summary executions. The FMLN seized huge parts of
the country from the corrupt and
demoralized military. In the fall of
1983, the rebels, supplied with weapons
from the Sandinista government in
Nicaragua, were on the verge of capturing the country’s second largest city. I
did not, at first, travel with the army. It
was too dangerous. It was far safer to go
into combat with the FMLN. Without
outside intervention, the rebels would
have seized control of El Salvador within months and ousted the oligarchs.
But, far to the north, was a shithole
country ruled by a former B-list movie
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actor who had starred in “Bedtime for
Bonzo” and who was in the early stages
of dementia. This shithole country,
which saw the world in black and
white, communist and capitalist, was
determined to thwart the aspirations of
the poor and the landless. It would not
permit the profits of its companies,
such as United Fruit, or the power of
the pliant oligarch class that did its bidding in El Salvador, to be impeded. It
had disdain for the aspirations of the
poor, especially the poor of Latin
American or Africa, the wretched of
the earth, as writer Frantz Fanon called
them, people who in the eyes of those
who ruled the shithole country should
toil in misery all their lives for the oligarchs and the big American companies allied with them. Let the poor,
Brown and Black people go hungry,
watch their children die of sickness or
be murdered. Power and wealth, those
who ruled this shithole country
believed, was theirs by divine right.
They, as the lords of shithole-dom,
were endowed with special attributes.
God blessed shithole countries.
The
Chilean
poet
Pablo
Neruda understood how those who
ruled the shithole country looked at
the wretched of the earth. He wrote:
“When the trumpet sounded, it was
all prepared on the earth,
the Jehovah parceled out the earth
to Coca Cola, Inc., Anaconda,
Ford Motors, and other entities:
The Fruit Company, Inc.
reserved for itself the most succulent,
the central coast of my land,
the delicate waist of America.
“It rechristened its territories
as the ‘Banana Republics’
and over the sleeping dead,
over the restless heroes,

who brought about the greatness, the
liberty and the flags,
it established the comic opera:
Abolished independencies,
presented crowns of Caesar,
unsheathed envy, attracted
the dictatorship of flies. …”

The dictatorship of flies had its
downside. It elevated the imbecilic and
the inept; men whose main attributes
were brutality, mendacity and thievery.
They were uniformly unpleasant creatures. Anastasio “Tachito” Somoza in
Nicaragua. The Duvaliers in Haiti.
Augusto Pinochet in Chile. Efraín Ríos
Montt in Guatemala. These flies did
the bidding of the shithole country.
They would murder their own people
without compunction and, for hefty
bribes, would allow the corporations to
exploit and pillage. Yes, they had their
eccentricities. The depraved often do.
General Maximiliano Hernández
Martínez, who came to power in a
military coup, led the government in El
Salvador that carried out the 1932 massacres known as La Matanza. The general, a recluse who rarely appeared in
public, was a believer in the occult and
held séances in the presidential residence. He was one of the models for
Gabriel García Márquez’s portrait of a
Latin American tyrant in “The Autumn
of the Patriarch.” Martínez styled himself after the Italian fascist dictator
Benito Mussolini. He barred all immigration by Arabs, Hindus, Chinese and
Blacks. He once announced: “It is good
that children go barefoot. That way
they can better receive the beneficial
effluvia of the planet, the vibrations of
the earth. Plants and animals don’t use
shoes.” And he said it was a greater
crime to kill an ant than a human being
“because a man who dies is reincarnated while an ant dies forever.” His
solution to a measles epidemic was to

order the streetlights wrapped in cellophane to purify the air. He believed
that colored water could cure most illnesses.
How surprised the leaders of the
shithole country would be if they knew
about the poets, the writers and the
artists, the intellectuals and the men
and women of great moral probity,
such as the Salvadoran Archbishop
Oscar Romero, who in 1980 was assassinated with a bullet shipped down to
the killers from the shithole country.
The leaders of the shithole country do
not see the people of Latin America or
Africa as fully human. But then they
are not great readers, especially of
poetry by the lesser breeds of the earth.
They have not heard the truth of
the Salvadoran poet Roque Dalton,
who wrote:
“Take care, you’re worth your
weight in gold.

squads to wipe out the resistance leaders, priests and nuns working in poor
communities, teachers, journalists,
labor organizers, student leaders, professors and intellectuals who denounced
the barbarity. They trained and
equipped new soldiers for the oligarchs. They formed mercenary units
with hundreds of soldiers recruited
from countries such as Honduras,
Venezuela and Chile. They called these
military units, which were secret,
Unilaterally Controlled Latino Assets.
They sent them to fight the FMLN
because the Salvadoran military was so
unreliable. They provided fleets of helicopters to hunt the insurgents by air. It
was an orgy of militarism. By the time
the shithole country was done, it had
spent $4 billion to crush the uprising.
And while it was orchestrating the
bloodbath in El Salvador it provided $1
billion to the thugs and killers known

as the Contras in Nicaragua, where
50,000 people were murdered. It also
quietly assisted the killers of Guatemala,
where 200,000 were slain. The poor
peasants did not stand a chance. Mass
graves dotted the Central American
isthmus, a testament to their work.
Dalton wrote:
“The dead are more insolent than
ever.
“It used to be easy:
we gave them a starched collar a
flower
we placed their names on an honor
roll:
the length and breath of our land
the illustrious shades of yesteryear
the monstrous statue.
“The cadaver signed on memory’s dotted line
joined the rank and file once more
and marched to the beat of our worn

Because in capitalism only the
owners
of gold are worth their weight in
gold.”

The shithole country poured $1
million a day in aid and weapons into
the land. They sent down their most
ruthless killers, including Félix
Rodríguez, the CIA agent and Bay of
Pigs veteran who had overseen the
hunt for Che Guevara in Bolivia, presided over his execution and proudly
wore the wristwatch he had taken from
the martyred revolutionary’s body. At
night you could see the killers sent to El
Salvador by the shithole country, usually with their Vietnamese wives, sitting around the pool at the Sheraton
Hotel. They had perfected the dark arts
of infiltrating, torturing, interrogating,
disappearing and murdering through
practice on the people of Vietnam during the war there. They could teach you
how to strangle someone with piano
wire so there would be no noise as the
victim choked to death. They brought
many such skills with them to Central
America. They directed the death
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out music
“But what are you gonna do
the dead
just ain’t what they used to be.
“These days they get ironic
ask questions.
“Seems to me they’re starting to figure
out
that they are the majority.”

The leaders of the shithole country
would oversee the murder of 80,000
people and 8,000 disappeared in El
Salvador. Intelligence officials from the
shithole country were, it appears, complicit in the 1980 assassination of
Archbishop Romero, organized by a
former Salvadoran army officer named
Roberto D’Aubuisson—known affectionately as “Blowtorch Bob”—who
was one of the shithole country’s favorite killers. The shithole country protected those who ordered the murder
and rape of four American churchwomen in December 1980. They protected the officers of the Atlacatl
Brigade—which in 1981 had massacred
more than 700 civilians in El Mozote—
when in 1989 they gunned down six
Spanish Jesuit priests, one of whom was
the rector of the University of Central
America, plus their housekeeper and
her teenage daughter, on the university
campus. The Salvadoran officers who
oversaw these massacres, and countless
others, had been selected and trained in
the shithole country’s U.S. Army School
of the Americas. The war would destroy
much of the infrastructure. El Salvador
never recovered. It is awash in weapons. It experiences a murder every oneand-a-half hours. Let the blood flow,
the leaders of the shithole country said.
The blood of Brown and Black people
does not matter.
A shithole country depends on your
perspective.
—Truthdig, January 14, 2018
https://www.truthdig.com/articles/
dont-need-telescope-find-shithole-country/
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Exsanguination of Medical Ethics
By Dr. Nayvin Gordon
For thousands of years physicians
took oaths to always act in the patient’s
best interest when providing care. At the
heart of medical ethics, this moral code
was passed down through the centuries
and reaffirmed by The World Medical
Association (WMA) in 1949 and again
in 2006. Additionally they specified: “A
physician shall not allow his/her judgment to be influenced by personal profit
or unfair discrimination,” and “shall not
receive any financial benefits or other
incentives solely for referring patients or
prescribing specific products.”
Medical ethics ran headlong into the
HMO
(Health
Maintenance
Organization) Act of 1973. The passage
of this act set the stage for the undermining of long established medical ethics. The HMO Act was designed specifically to reduce costs, by charging
patients a monthly fee for a set package
of healthcare. The Act was passed with
the knowledge that there had been no
systematic analysis done to show that it
would not negatively impact healthcare.
Nonetheless, the Government gave millions of dollars in direct financial assistance to develop the HMO which was
designed to be a profit making business.
This HMO economic arrangement
put the physicians and other healthcare providers’ financial interest into
conflict with the needs of their patients.
The monthly pot of money must provide for profit, salaries, wages and
healthcare. If too much is spent on the
patients, there is less available for profit and wages. So began the Health
Insurance, Corporate Medicine assault
on medical ethics.
Did the Medical Profession fight to
hold on to its ethics so as to always “act
in the patient’s best interest when providing medical care?” No. Tragically
the Medical Profession succumbed to
the rise of Corporate Healthcare by
betraying their core medical ethic and

became complicit “stewards” of an
economic system that puts profits
before people—The AMA’s (American
Medical Association) Principles of
Medical Ethics: VII, gives the following
ethical guidelines for physicians:
“Mitigate possible conflicts between
physicians’ financial interests and
patient interests by minimizing the
financial impact of patient care decisions and the overall financial risk for
individual physicians.”1
We have experienced four decades
of HMO’s negative effect on healthcare
while they became the darlings of Wall
Street, earning billions of dollars for
investors as healthcare was rationed
by: denial of service, restricted benefits,
cost cutting, patients dumping, overworked and underpaid staff, and
plunging physician’s incomes.2
The author, D.H. Lawrence (18801930), appears to have anticipated these
horrors, when he wrote: “The mosquito knows full well, small as he is, he’s a
beast of prey. But after all he only takes
his bellyful, he doesn’t put my blood in
the bank.”
Fast Forward to the ACA (Affordable
Care Act) of 2010. One of its chief goals
was to “reduce the cost of healthcare” by
giving “financial incentives” to providers
for the “value” they provide in healthcare. A value-based payment incentive
was to be established by bundling payment for certain types of care. Forbes
Magazine, advertised as “The Capitalist
Tool” stated, “Bundled payments are
just price controls by another name—
and as such will yield subpar care by
encouraging insurers and providers to
put their own financial interests above
the medical needs of patients.”3
The ACA was passed with very little
known about its effectiveness or risks to
Patient Care. Once again it is all about
cost cutting. But now with the so called
“Value Based Purchasing,” it is no lon-

ger about making profits for corporations, but spending less government
money—it is about getting more for the
governments’ shrinking dollars going to
healthcare spending for Medicare,
Medicaid and Social Security Disability.
The politicians want to “save”
money, which in reality means to redistribute money, but the economics is
similar. With some ten-trillion dollars
in tax cuts for the rich over the last
seventeen years4, the U.S. treasury has
less available for social services as politicians continue to redirect a trillion
dollars per year to the military war
industry without concerns that it is
“costing the government too much.”
The latest Republican Tax Reform Bill
of December 2017 will suck out of
Medicare an estimated thirty billion
dollars. Bundled payments will shrink
and the giant vice of shrinking payments, combined with rising costs
(hospital profits, rising prices for sup-

plies, drugs, medical equipment, etc.,)
will inevitably squeeze the lifeblood
out of both the patients and the healthcare providers.
The exsanguination of medical ethics has helped to bring us to this dangerous moment in history. We have
witnessed a craven transformation of
medical ethics when physicians, nurses
and other health providers are clamoring to sign up for “Value-Based
Bundled Care.”5 The AMA has betrayed
their ancient oath as healers, in service
to an economic system that puts profits
before people. While deadly epidemics
of cancer, heart disease, obesity, diabetes, violence and addiction haunt the
nation,6 we have been led into a partnership with Dracula.
Dr. Gordon is a Family Physician
who has written many articles on health
and politics.
—January 22, 2018

1 https://www.ama-assn.org/sites/default/files/
media-browser/principles-of-medical-ethics.pdf
2 http://www.mbc.ca.gov/Publications/
Newsletters/action_report_1998_04.pdf
https://californiahealthline.org/news/kaiserpermanente-cited-again-for-mental-healthaccess-problems/
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sduthundreds-of-kaiser-mental-health-staff-tostrike-2015jan12-story.html
http://www.epi.org/publication/stagnantwages-in-2014/
The Nation, May 25, 1998, “Nurses Stand
Tall” page 6-7
http://articles.latimes.com/2007/may/16/local/
me-dumping16
3
https://www.forbes.com/sites/sallypipes/2014/09/22/the-bungling-of-bundledpayments/#795ade0a1c60
4 https://www.rand.org/health/key-topics/
paying-for-care/value-based-purchasing.html
5 https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/value-based-care-a-health-care-concept-both-political_us_589a4b9ce4b02bbb1816c0e4
6 https://countercurrents.org/2016/12/14/
social-and-economic-causes-of-disease-healthand-political-consciousness/

The Incredible Shrinking Product
Devious ways the predatory U.S. food industry has us paying more for less
By Dr. Nayvin Gordon
When shopping at the supermarket,
do you believe that your dollars don’t
go as far as they used to?   Guess what?
You are absolutely right! As we cruise
through the supermarket here are some
of the ways you may pay more for less.
You’re at the ice cream section looking
for your favorite ice cream container—
there it is and it’s now a new shape—same
price, but look carefully and you will see
you are getting two ounces less. Then
there is your olive oil can, it looks almost
identical, but it is just a tiny bit smaller—
same price—but a few ounces less oil.
Now you go to buy mayonnaise, same
size, same price but guess what? It is less
dense, you have some kind of whipped
mayonnaise, you just bought more air and
less mayonnaise. Next is your favorite
yogurt. Look, it has a new fancy label,
same size same price, but inside the yogurt

is not as dense as it used to be. Don’t forget your liquid laundry detergent; remember how it used to be thick like honey?
Now it’s the same size and price, but the
detergent now flows like water.
What about the vegetables? Well
the bunch of red chard now has one
less leaf for the same price. The broccoli, yes you pay by the ounce, guess
what? You used to have mostly tops,
now you have a big long stem that gets
weighed in—you just bought less broccoli tops for the same price.
Here we are at the spice isle—yes,
garlic powder. They seem to be out of
the large container—347 grams for
$12—but they do have one that is 248
grams for $10. Guess what, you end up
paying $1.45 more, because the costper-gram has gone up from 3.45 cents
to 4.03 cents-per-gram.

Oh yes, I forgot to buy milk, I don’t
have enough money for a one gallon
container for $4.50 so let’s buy one
half-gallon of milk for $3.50—wow,
that’s 28 percent more expensive!   Now
we’re at the checkout and I can’t resist
my favorite candy bar. Same price but
inside, you guessed it, I find, not one
bar but two small bars—less chocolate,
and the whole peanuts have been
replaced with peanut shavings.
Millions of us are living paycheck to
paycheck. Forty-nine million Americans
struggle to put food on the
table. Meanwhile, the rapacious U.S. food
industry earns billions in profits as they
put profits over people. Hunger stalks the
world as the corporations drink fine
champagne from the skulls of the hungry.
—February 22, 2018
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Democrats Extol the FBI and National Security State
By Barry Sheppard
The most effective way to counter
Donald Trump’s reactionary policies is
through mass action. The Democratic
Party hopes to steer movements and
individuals opposed to Trump into support of its candidates. While this trap of
“lesser evil” politics has proved to be a
failure over and over again for the past
eight decades, there is another, outright
reactionary, content to the Democrat’s
current anti-Trump campaign.
The Democrats, their supporters in
the mass media, and most self-styled
“progressives” are on a drive to whitewash the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) in the current squabble between
the FBI and Trump concerning Russia.
They also accuse Trump of violating
“national security,” and not sufficiently defending “classified” information
and furthering leaks of such state
secrets to WikiLeaks—which is implied
to be in collusion with Russia against
the United States.
All wings of the Democrats have
fallen in line behind this campaign,
with even Senators Bernie Sanders and
“reformer” Elizabeth Warren going
along, even if quietly.
According to the Democrats and
their followers like CNN, former FBI
directors Robert Mueller, who is heading up an investigation into collusion
between Russia and Trump, and James
Comey, whom Trump fired last year,
are completely above any criticism—
absolutely endowed with sterling characters and are utterly straight arrows.
Moreover, the FBI itself is the “greatest law enforcement agency in the
world,” according to one commentator.
The reality is that the FBI
the most important of the
political police agencies in
government, and has been
beginning.
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The FBI traces its origins to the early
1900s, to agencies formed to investigate federal crimes, under the
Department of Justice. In 1909, it was
named the Bureau of Investigation.
With the entry of the U.S. into WWI,
the Bureau was charged with investigating draft resisters, violators of the
Espionage Act of 1917, and immigrants
suspected of socialist or anarchist
views. Organizations like the anarchosyndicalist Industrial Workers of the
World, the Socialist Party, and Socialist
Labor Party were also included.
During the war, the radical press
was largely suppressed and there were
arrests of radical leaders.
Unlike other parties in the Second
International, the U.S. Socialist Party
did not support the war. This was especially true of the left wing of the SP,
whose best known spokesperson was
Eugene Debs. Debs supported the
Russian Revolution, although he did
not join either of the two formations
that would later fuse to form the
Communist Party, which was also put
on the Bureau’s hit list.
In June 1918, Debs gave a fiery
speech in Canton, Ohio, in which he
blasted the war and supported the
Russian Revolution. He was arrested
under the Espionage Act, convicted,
and after appeals were denied, imprisoned. The Espionage Act is still being
used today as a tool against radical dissent (more below).
Debs, in jail, was nominated by the
SP for its presidential candidate in
1920, in spite of his sharp criticisms of
the right wing of the party, including
its attacks on the Communists. He
received one million votes, 3.4 percent.

J. Edgar Hoover joins the FBI
After the war, the man who was to
mold the FBI for half-a-century, J.

Edgar Hoover, joined the Bureau.
During the “Red Scare” of 1919-1920,
Hoover worked under Bureau Director
Mitchell Palmer to help carry out mass
arrests in what became known as the
“Palmer Raids.”
Deeply opposed to socialism and
the Russian Revolution, Hoover came
into his own. He set up a card index
system listing every radical leader,
organization and publication in the
United States. By 1921 he had amassed
some 450,000 files. More than 10,000
suspected communists were arrested in
this period, and many immigrant radicals deported.
Hoover became Bureau Director in
1924, a post he held until his death in
1972. In that whole period the Bureau
(renamed the FBI in the 1930s) was the
main anti-communist, anti-Black,
anti-union, etc., witch-hunting tool of
the government. Without going into
this whole history, here are some highlights: in the 1930s, Hoover was
instructed by Roosevelt to keep tabs on
communist organizations and other
“suspected” individuals. He was quite
zealous in carrying out this directive,
even listing Roosevelt’s own wife,
Eleanor, and other liberals.
Of course under surveillance were
militant leaders of the great labor
upsurge of the 1930s that created the
Congress of Industrial Organizations
(CIO). Socialists and communists were
among those leaders.
The FBI was instrumental in the
Roosevelt administration’s use of the
1940 Smith Act to indict and convict
leaders of the Trotskyist Socialist
Workers Party of “conspiring to advocate the overthrow of the U.S. government.” Among the defendants were
leaders of the Teamsters’ union. This
was part of taming the union movement
in preparation for the upcoming war.

During WWII, the FBI expanded its
arsenal of wiretaps and other electronic
surveillance of “subversives.” After the
war, the FBI was instrumental in carrying out the anti-communist witchhunt begun by the Democratic Truman
administration in 1947. The new “Red
Scare” deepened over the next decade,
in the context of the Cold War with the
Soviet Union.
The FBI worked closely with the
witch-hunting committees in Congress,
the House Un-American Committee
(HUAC) and in the Senate under the
chairmanship of Senator Joseph
McCarthy. Thousands in the union
movement, the government, churches
and even Hollywood were purged,
prosecuted and persecuted. The right
wing of the labor bureaucracy was only
too pleased to join in to remove militants in the unions.
As part of the witch-hunt, Hoover
established a special anti-gay unit, to
root out gays in the government and
increase the persecution of gays generally. McCarthy charged that gays and
communists had taken over parts of the
government and the Democratic Party.
McCarthyism, as the campaign
become known, grew to include grass
roots committees across the country. It
represented an incipient fascist movement, finally cut short by alarmed sections of the ruling class, which did not
need fascism at that time as it wasn’t
threatened by any working class upsurge.

Black rights
When a new stage in the Black
movement began with the Montgomery
bus boycott challenging racist apartheid in the South in 1955-56, Hoover
established a secret program called
COINTELPROPRO (counter intelligence program) to combat it and communists, socialists and believers in
democracy who supported Black rights.
As the radicalization of the 1960s
and early 1970s developed, spearheaded
by the civil rights and Black Liberation

movements, as well as the youth radicalization centered on the anti-Vietnam-war movement, COINTELPRO
expanded. All Black and antiwar (and
later women’s and gay and lesbian liberation) groups were targeted in addition to the socialist organizations
already in the FBI’s sights.
One result of this radicalization was
the exposure of the secret
COINTELPRO program in the 1970s,
when activists broke into an FBI office
in Pennsylvania and found the documents. Other revelations were made by
a lawsuit brought by the Socialist
Workers Party, supported by the entire
left except the Stalinist groups, against
government spying, break-ins and
other illegal activities directed against
the SWP, that also exposed the same
dirty tricks against many other groups.
Others also brought actions revealing
FBI crimes.
In the reaction against “The Sixties”
that has developed increasingly since,
the FBI and other political police agencies have regained their former role.
Just two more recent examples: One
was the FBI spearheading the antiMuslim witch-hunt, including frameups and entrapments, after the
September 11, 2001 attacks. This campaign was headed by then FBI director
from 2001 to 2013, Robert Mueller—
now the Democrat’s darling.

following in the shoes of Hoover, who
compiled dossiers over the years of
important government figures, to be
able to hold embarrassing material
over them. Trump fired Comey when
he wouldn’t give up his investigation of
the new president.)
What is referred to as “the intelligence community”—all the political
police agencies—is also extolled by the
Democrats who hope Mueller will be
able to get rid of Trump. This “community” has released statements that it has
proof of Russian meddling in the 2016
presidential elections (all countries meddle in the affairs of others if they can,
with the U.S. being meddler in chief.)
The hope is they will find collusion
between the Trump campaign and the
Russians to help elect Trump. But the
“intelligence community” says it can’t
give its “proof” because to do so would
betray “national security.” They all
swear their present secret facts are
much better than the secret facts they
asserted in the lead-up to the disastrous invasion of Iraq about Hussein’s
“weapons of mass destruction,” facts
that turned out not to exist.

The “virtues” of national security

Another was the exposure by
Edward Snowden of the vast gathering
of phone, email, and other messages of
all Americans and many others internationally, by the National Security
Agency. The NSA says it only records
the time, and sources and recipients, of
these messages. It only actually reads
them when it wants to.

The Democrats also extol the virtues of “national security.” What is
meant by “national security?” It means
the security of U.S. imperialism. A case
in point was the conviction carried out
by the Obama administration of
Chelsea Manning under the Espionage
Act for releasing “classified” information about U.S. war crimes in Iraq. One
document she released was a video
taken by U.S. soldiers of their executing Iraqi civilians from a helicopter
gun ship, while chuckling about it.

When the Black Lives Matter protests erupted, James Comey, then
director of the FBI, denounced it as
anti-police. (In the 2016 election
Comey also opened investigations
against candidates Hillary Clinton and
Donald Trump. In doing so, he was

Besides the case of Eugene Debs,
this Act was used only twice before
2008. Then Obama used it nine times,
convicting whistleblowers of revealing
government crimes, not of conveying
any information to a foreign government or organization. It now hangs
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over the head of Snowden and Julian
Assange of WikiLeaks. Who were these
people spying for? I guess the people of
the U.S. and the world.
A high-up aide in Trump’s White
House, Robert Porter, has recently
been exposed as a wife beater, and was
forced to resign. The Democrats correctly brought Trump to task for
defending Porter. But they are more
and more centering on the fact that
Porter had access to “classified” material, and demanding that there be better background checks before people
can see such government secrets.

The reality is that the
FBI is one of the most
important of the array
of political police
agencies in the U.S.
government, and has
been from its beginning.
Hundreds-of-millions of documents are hidden by the U.S. government under the “classified” label. They
are secret for a good reason. Most
would reveal information about U.S.
crimes or other embarrassing material
that would harm U.S. capitalist and
imperialist interests if the people of the
U.S. and the rest of the world knew
about them.
The Democrats and their apologists,
by burnishing the sordid record of the
FBI, by defending the Espionage Act,
hiding U.S. crimes and embarrassing
information under “national security”
and the “classified” label do not further
the struggle against Trump’s real
crimes of war, racism, misogyny,
homophobia, massive attacks on workers’ living standards, etc. They do the
opposite. They further the increasing
consolidation of the national security
state, which furthers the development
of authoritarianism, like Trump’s.
18 SOC IALIS T VIEWPO I NT

Vo l . 18, No . 2

Bandit Baltimore Cops
And the Black misleadership class
By Glen Ford
Two of the undercover cops that
have terrorized poor Black neighborhoods of Baltimore could get up to 60
years in prison following their convictions in federal court on racketeering,
conspiracy and robbery charges. Six
other former members of the “elite”
Gun Trace Task Force await sentencing, having testified to the defendants’
and their own crimes against drug
dealers, large and small, and anybody
else that crossed their predatory paths.
The cops’ lawlessness was generalized and routine—part of the job.
According
to
the
Baltimore
Sun, “Officers routinely violated people’s rights in the course of their work
with Baltimore’s plainclothes police
squads—profiling people and vehicles,
performing ‘sneak and peek’ searches
without warrants, using illegal GPS
devices to track suspects they claimed
to be watching, and driving at groups
of men to provoke them to flee so they
could be chased and searched”—dating back to 2010 or earlier. A dozen
cops have been directly implicated, but
not charged.
Acting police commissioner Darryl
De Sousa put out an all-caps bulletin.
“Let me make it clear: I have ZERO
TOLERANCE for corruption,” he
wrote, promising that his new corrup-

tion unit will probe more deeply into
the case.
We can be sure that nothing of lasting value will come out of De Souza’s
efforts. The root problem is not “corruption” of the police mission, but the
mission, itself, which is to control,
contain and terrorize the Black community. Baltimore’s cops have simply
become adept at stealing lots of money
in the process.
They are also fearless and shameless, in the knowledge that their true
job description is organized terror.
Former detective Momodu Gondo,
who pleaded guilty to robbing various
victims of over $100,000, testified that
he didn’t fear being caught. “It was just
part of the culture,” he said.
Such pervasive police predation is
no secret to the residents of the targeted neighborhoods, who pleaded in
vain for relief from the blue scourge
before, during and after Baltimore’s
2015 Freddie Gray rebellion. However,
the nominally Black-controlled local
government is incapable of meaningful
response, since the Black political
(misleadership) class accepts both its
own subordination to the real, corporate rulers of the city, and their role as
managers of the system of control,
containment and terror.

The president of the NAACP Legal
Defense Fund expressed the frustration
felt by most Black people in Baltimore.
“Neither City Hall, BPD’s Internal
Affairs, nor the State’s Attorney’s
Office was able to uncover and hold
accountable the officers at the heart of
this criminal conspiracy,” said
Sherrilyn Ifill. However, Ifill then
endorsed the usual formulas for finetuning the existing system of oppression. “Residents deserve new procedures, practices, regulations, safety
valves, and training across city agencies—including the State’s Attorney’s
office—to ensure that this cannot happen again.”

to be carried out in a manner that is
legally justified, professional, and
acceptable to the communities they
serve with appropriate accountability.”

No—what Baltimore’s Black residents need is democracy: community
control of the hiring, firing and, above
all, the mission of the police.

Webster makes the obligatory bow
to (non-existent) “accountability,” but
the purpose of the study is to put forward Johns Hopkins’ position on
policing in a city largely owned by the
university, and which Hopkins hopes
to rid of its Black majority as soon as
possible. The top dog in Baltimore’s
permanent ruling circles is demanding

They don’t need more Black police.
Integrating the ranks of the oppressor’s
machine is what gave us salt-and-pepper terrorist duos like Daniel T. Hersl
and Marcus R. Taylor, the two cops
convicted this week. The department’s
Gun Trace Task Force has been disbanded, along with its related Violent
Crime Impact Section (VCIS), but the
white corporate powers-that-be in
Baltimore already seem impatient to
get their thugs back on the street. A new
study by the Center for Gun Policy and
Research at Johns Hopkins University—
the city’s premier employer and gentrifier—admits the police unit has generated lots of public complaints and lawsuits, but claims it’s good for law and
order, and that’s what counts.

The root problem is not
“corruption” of the
police mission, but the
mission, itself, which is
to control, contain and
terrorize the Black
community.

that the same hyper-aggressive, neighborhood saturation police tactics that
encouraged whole units of cops to
behave like warlords, be continued—
minus the embarrassing robberies.
When Johns Hopkins says “jump,”
much of the Black political class says
“how high?”—which is what passes for
“accountability to the community” in
Baltimore. The same groveling relationship to corporate power obtains
across Black America. Therefore, in
Baltimore and elsewhere, the struggle
for Black community control of the
police is largely an internal Black political battle.
The first stage of this fight must be
the rejection and defeat of the Black
political class that turned the Gun
Trace Task Force loose on the people.
—Black Agenda Report, February
15, 2018
https://blackagendareport.com/bandit-baltimore-cops-and-black-misleadershp-class

“The reductions in shootings connected with Baltimore’s VCIS are consistent with the experiences of other
cities that have used specialized police
units targeting illegal gun possession in
areas with the highest rates of shootings,” said Daniel Webster, the center’s
director and the study’s lead author.
“But it is important for these programs
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Great, Bloody Black Dispersal from the Cities
By Glen Ford
The urban saga of the 1950s, ’60s
and early ’70s was white flight from the
cities, fueled by massive public and
private investment in the invention of
suburbia. In the 21st century, the racial
dynamic has been purposely reversed,
as the window closes on Black majority
cities—and on dreams of concentrated, Black urban political power.
The rapidly unfolding dispersal of
Blacks from the cities, like the white
invasion of the surrounding hinterlands in the previous era, is the result
of deliberate state policies, dictated by
finance capital. But, this time, the
demographic makeover has been effectuated and politically finessed with the
active collaboration of a Black misleadership class that, paradoxically, owes
its existence to the concentration of
Black populations during the Sixties
and Seventies.
The de-Blackening of urban
America is a wrenchingly painful and
bloody amputation-in-progress. In a
frenzy of demolition, the U.S. has lost
a quarter-million units of public housing since the mid-1990s, only a small
fraction of which has been replaced
with new public housing, according to
the Center on Budget and Policy
Priorities. Black mayors and heavily
Black city councils have, typically,
bought into the notion that concentrations of poor Black people are, by definition, vectors of pathology, while concentrations of affluent whites are the
indispensable ingredients of urban
“renaissance.” It is the logic of apartheid, cloaked in phony economics.
Gentrification and renaissance-making—euphemisms for Black-removal—
are violent processes. Whole neighborhoods are condemned for “rehabilitation” from “blight”—another euphemism, since the targeted infestation is
human. The real estate industry covets
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the land, but demands that it first be
cleansed of undesirable inhabitants. This requires the ruthless application of police force, creating a hostile
environment, especially for young Black
males, whose mothers begin to seek an
exit to the South or a nearby, Blackening
suburb. It is no coincidence that police
forces in “renaissance”-minded cities
across the nation introduced draconian
“stop-and-frisk,” “designated drug
zone” and “anti-gang” policies in the
Nineties, as gentrification went into
high gear. They methodically created an
unbearably hostile environment for
unwanted families.

...one out of eight
prison inmates
on the planet is a
Black person in the U.S.
Gentrification requires the destabilization of the existing populations in
targeted neighborhoods. Politicians
that respond to the imperatives of
capital—and that means virtually all
big-city Democrats, of all races—
acquiesce to or champion policies that
destabilize the lives of their poor Black
constituents, all the while claiming it is
for their own good. The most powerful
local government tool, other than the
police, is the public school system.
Gentrifying mayors across the country
have sought and won control of local
schools and used that power to make
city life untenable for the “excess”
Black populations of their cities.
No mayor has been more intent on
driving Blacks from his city than
Chicago’s Rahm Emanuel, Barack
Obama’s former chief of staff and close
political ally. Building on the mayhem

inflicted on Black Chicago by his predecessors, Emanuel caused the closing 50
schools. The result was catastrophic, as
students were forced to transit unfamiliar gang turf to attend schools that were
often no better than the shuttered ones
in the old neighborhoods. Many kids
died. “What people don’t understand is
that if you are 16 years old and get on a
bus, when you get off that bus you are
gang-affiliated whether you are gangaffiliated or not,” said activist Jitu Brown.
Just as the closing of Chicago’s public housing disrupted gang turf and
drug markets, setting off a huge
increase in street killings, the school
closings added new layers of instability
to the lives of families on Chicago’s
heavily Black south and west sides, the
besieged neighborhoods where closings were concentrated. It was the last
straw for some parents. As the Chicago
Reporter wrote, in an article last
December: “Some academics blame
city officials for making it harder for
poor African-Americans, in particular,
to live in Chicago. They closed neighborhood schools and mental health
clinics; failed to rebuild public housing, dispersing thousands of poor Black
families across the region, and inadequately responded to gun violence, unemployment and foreclosures
in Black communities.”
“It’s a menu of disinvestment,” says
Elizabeth Todd-Breland, who teaches
African-American history at the
University of Illinois Chicago. “The
message that public policy sends to
Black families in the city is that we’re
not going to take care of you and if you
just keep going away, that’s OK.”

Loss of Black population
The message is intentional—and
effective. “Chicago’s public schools
have lost more than 52,000 students in

the past ten years,” according to a
report titled “The Bleeding of
Chicago,” by CityLab. “That’s because
school closures sometimes prompt
parents to leave the city altogether.”
(Thanks to Richard Prince’s Journalisms for bringing this information to a
larger audience.)
In less than two decades, Chicago
lost 250,000 Black residents, one quarter of its total Black population. That’s
more than the Black populations
of New Orleans and Atlanta, and equal
to the Black population of Manhattan,
New York City. And, it’s happening all
over the country, because Black removal from the cities is the national policy
of both corporate parties.
The grand plan is to dilute the Black
presence, to reverse the demography of
the Seventies by forcing Blacks out of
the central cities and into suburbs and
small towns, leaving the cities to affluent whites and rendering Black people
incapable of ever again launching a
national movement headquartered in
the urban centers.
Black politics is in an existential crisis. This state of affairs has come
about, not because Black people failed
to vote or to exercise political agency,
but because they followed the lead of a
grasping and self-centered Black misleadership class that is hopelessly
entangled with the Democratic Party
and its Wall Street and Silicon Valley
funders—the same forces that seek to
neutralize the Black political presence
in the U.S. Barack Obama gave the
game away in his address to the
Democratic National Convention, in
2004: “There is no Black America…
there is only the United States of
America.” But most Black people failed
to understand his meaning.
However, the folks that formed the
Black Is Back Coalition, in 2009, had
heard Obama, loud and clear. There is
little time left to preserve Black majorities in Baltimore, Birmingham, Detroit,

Cleveland, Savannah and Newark (it’s
has already been lost in Washington,
DC, and will soon slip away in Atlanta,)
or to maintain strong pluralities in
Philadelphia, Cincinnati, and Norfolk.
Black people can only maintain a
powerful and secure presence in the
cities through a vibrant, independent,
self-determinationist
politics.
Otherwise, Black dispersal will proceed
along its bloody, maddening course,
and at a quickening pace.
That’s why the Black is Back
Coalition is holding an Electoral
School, April 7 to 9, in St. Louis,
Missouri (which lost its slim Black
majority in this century.) The Coalition
is guided by a 19-point National Black
Political
Agenda
for
SelfDetermination, a document that
addresses virtually every issue confronting Black people. Below are four
points that are particularly relevant to
the push-out of Blacks from the cities:

Black Community Control of the
Police.
We demand the immediate withdrawal of all domestic military occupation forces from Black communities.
This democratic demand assumes the
ability of Black people to mobilize for
our own security and to redefine the
role of the police so that it no longer
functions as an agency imposed on us
from the outside.

Roll Back and End Mass Black
Incarceration.
The U.S. mass Black incarceration
regime is designed to contain, terrorize
and criminalize an entire people, with
the result that one out of eight prison
inmates on the planet is a Black person
in the U.S. As a minimal demand,
every U.S. incarcerating authority must
take immediate steps to roll back the
national prison and jail population to
1972 levels, resulting in the release of
four out of five current inmates in a

process overseen by representatives of
the imprisoned peoples’ communities––primarily people of color. As a
maximum demand, all Africans must
be immediately released from U.S.
prisons and jails and our community
given the democratic right to determine their fate.

Halt Gentrification through the
empowerment, stabilization and
restoration of traditional Black
neighborhoods.
Black people have the right to develop, plan and preserve our own communities. No project shall be considered “development” that does not serve
the interests of the impacted population, nor should any people-displacing
or otherwise disruptive project be
allowed to proceed without the permission of that population. Peoples
that have been displaced from our
communities by public or private
development schemes have the Right
to Return to our communities, from
New Orleans to Harlem.

Right to free education through
post-graduate level.
Public schools must meet the highest standards of excellence, under the
supervision of educational boards
directly elected by the communities
they serve. We oppose both for-profit
schooling and philosophies of teaching
that put profit over human development, and we support democratic educational values and strategies that
empower students and their communities to determine their own destinies.
In the immediate term, Black people in
the U.S. need education that facilitates
our liberation from white supremacy
and corporate hegemony.
—Black Agenda Report, March 1,
2018
https://Blackagendareport.com/
great-bloody-Black-dispersal-cities
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Planned Parenthood on the Offense
By Jessica Corbett
Planned Parenthood has announced
that it is going on the offensive in the
ongoing fight to expand reproductive
rights across the United States with a new
“sweeping plan” to challenge the Trump
administration as well as anti-choice
activists and lawmakers by proposing
policies to make sexual education more
inclusive and increase access to healthcare such as birth control and abortion.

tion will be paid to expanding healthcare access for communities of color,
immigrants, and LGBTQ individuals,
and combatting “systemic barriers”
such as “poverty, lack of transportation,
lack of paid sick leave, lack of childcare,
lack of insurance, the risk of detention
and deportation, and a historical distrust of the medical community.”

“The Trump-Pence administration
has been attacking our patients’ fundamental rights and access to healthcare,
emboldening state politicians to follow
its reckless lead,” declared Planned
Parenthood’s executive vice president
Dawn Laguens. “We need to do more
than just fight against the bad policies—
now is the time to push for good ones.”

Particular attention will
be paid to expanding
healthcare access for
communities of color,
immigrants, and LGBTQ
individuals, and
combatting “systemic
barriers” such as
“poverty, lack of
transportation, lack of
paid sick leave, lack of
childcare, lack of
insurance, the risk of
detention and
deportation, and a
historical distrust of the
medical community.”

The so-called religious freedom agenda pushed by President Donald Trump
and Vice President Mike Pence—which
has produced highly contentious policies
that critics say give healthcare providers,
employers, and others a license to discriminate—has been met with fierce protests and strengthened alliances between
advocates for reproductive healthcare
and LGBTQ rights, which could prove
useful as Planned Parenthood’s new initiative evolves.
“We’re going on the offense. We’ve
been marching, mobilizing, and organizing—and now we’re channeling
that into real policy change,” Laguens
added. “Together with our partners,
we are moving forward to fight for
people’s health and rights, state by
state, bill by bill.”
This week, the group will work to
advance policies in Alaska, Arizona,
California, Hawaii, Kansas, Maine,
Michigan, Missouri, New Jersey,
Oklahoma, Rhode Island, Tennessee,
West Virginia, and the District of
Columbia, according to a statement
outlining the initiative. Particular atten-
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Christine Sadovy, legislative director of Planned Parenthood in New
Jersey, spoke on a press call (pdf)1
about efforts in her state, pointing to
a pair of bills moving through the legislature this week. The legislation
would restore funding to family planning centers and undo policies implemented by the state’s former
Republican governor, Chris Christie.
In 2010, Christie “eliminated a longstanding line item from the state budget

that allowed Planned Parenthood and
other family planning providers to offer
birth control, cancer screenings, and STI
(Sexually Transmitted Infections) testing
and treatment to 136,000 people each
year,” Sadovy explained. “We’re fighting
forward for our patients. And we are
proud to show what’s possible when we
unite to protect our rights and freedoms.”
Mauricio Calvo, executive director
of Latino Memphis, which works with
Western Tennessee’s low-income families on issues related to education,
social services, and immigration, also
participated in the call. Calvo lauded
the recently introduced Women’s
Health Equity Bill, which would require
all health insurance plans in the state to
cover contraception and other reproductive healthcare services.
“This bill is a response to the Trump
administration’s action to eliminate
the guarantee for birth control coverage under the Affordable Care Act
(ACA),” Calvo emphasized, and “this
bill takes concrete steps to protect birth
control coverage in Tennessee and help
safeguard every person’s right to control their own body.”
“Everyone deserves the freedom and
opportunity to control their lives at the
most basic level, including access to
birth control, quality sex education, and
safe, legal abortion,” Laguens concluded. “No matter what Trump and Pence
say, your body is your own. If it is not,
you cannot be truly free or equal.”
—Common Dreams, February 14, 2018
https://www.commondreams.org/
news/2018/02/14/enough-defensedeclares-planned-parenthood-weregoing-offense
1
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/
uploads/filer_public/08/d6/08d6d4bb-ad474f93-94af-a8877c431cff/speaker_remarks_for_
proactive_push_1.pdf

Impeachment
Is it a solution?
By Luma Nichol
The U.S. Constitution on impeachment: “The President, Vice President
and all Civil Officers of the United
States, shall be removed from Office on
Impeachment for Conviction of, Treason,
Bribery, or other high Crimes and
Misdemeanors.”
Calls to impeach began before
President Trump was installed and are
gaining steam. Online petitions proliferate, sponsored by billionaire Tom
Steyer and liberal advocacy groups.
Media heavies at the New York
Times and Washington Post added their
op-ed voices.
Certainly, there are plenty of “high
crimes and misdemeanors” to choose
from. The Russia intrigue, firing of FBI
director James Comey, and the president’s questionable foreign investments all could provide grounds.
But for those considering impeachment, there is a lesson in the legend of
the Hydra. The odious monster of
Greek mythology had many heads and
when one was chopped off, two morenoxious ones replaced it. The travesties
emanating from Washington today are
not created by POTUS alone; remove
him and more capable players stand
ready to implement the same policies.
Trump is just the latest representative of a far-right agenda pushed by
corporate magnates for the last 70
years. They are trying to take us back to
the early 20th Century before the progressive movement won labor, women’s, civil rights and other reforms.
What these new robber barons have
wrought cannot be undone by eliminating one figurehead at the top.
Working people are in a fight for our
rights and our lives.
How did we get here? The impeachment process begins when the House
of Representatives votes to level charg-

es, which then go to the Senate for trial.
In December, an impeachment resolution charging “associating the
Presidency with White Nationalism,”
made it to the floor of the House,
where it was soundly defeated—by
both parties. Even if Congress were
willing, chopping from the top
wouldn’t uproot an entire establishment that is rapidly heading far right.
In one year, an arch-conservative
dream team has taken charge of the
administration. This was only possible
after years of work by the hard right to
dominate state governments and much
of Congress.
It is the work of the notorious Koch
brothers and the network of billionaires who hide behind them. Owners of
the second largest private company in
the U.S., the Kochs have for decades
poured buckets of dollars into efforts
to gut social services, deny climate
change, and enable unrestrained profiteering. They bankroll the Tea Party,
the Cato Institute, Americans for
Prosperity, and innumerable rightwing
electoral candidates.
One third of Trump’s cabinet has
ties to them, notably the heads of the
Environmental Protection Agency, the
CIA, and the Department of Education,
as well as the White House Counsel.
The engineer of this incursion is the
man in line to replace a deposed
Trump—V.P. Mike Pence, a virulent
anti-abortion, anti-LGBTQ fundamentalist Christian and defender of
unfettered capitalism.
Pence’s association with the Kochs
is long. In 2009 he carried their ball to
stop “cap and trade,” a bill to theoretically lower carbon emissions. Koch
money fueled Pence’s successful campaign for governor of Indiana in 2013.
His chief of staff, Marc Short, became a

top Koch operative and is now White
House Director of Legislative Affairs.
Named head of Trump’s transition
team, Pence went from appointing
Koch buddies to putting big pharma
cronies into key healthcare positions,
such as Secretary of Health and Human
services. As vice president, Pence has
cast decisive ballots against Planned
Parenthood and for privatization of
education. He also voted to remove
contraception services, and to challenge the Affordable Care Act. He
famously staged a walkout when footballers took a knee against racism.

Complicity of the Democrats
The right-wing onslaught has been
met with barely a whimper from
Congressional Democrats. The party’s
strategy is focused on maneuvering for
the 2018 elections. As the outcry for
impeachment grows, party leadership
stands against it only because they
hope that presidential outrages will
drive voters to them.
The 2016 electoral defeat has
Democrat officials moving rightward.
They play political football with the
lives of immigrants and refugees. The
tax scam passed in December was worthy of all-out war if the party represented working people as it claims, but
nary a shot was fired from across the
aisle. They continue to support perpetual wars in the Middle East.
Bipartisan representatives introduced a bankers’ relief bill to the
Senate, which would loosen the already
weak regulations of the Dodd-Frank
Act, a measure passed to prevent a
repeat of the 2008 recession.
In January, House Democrat leaders refused to support limits on the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act
(FISA) requiring warrants for domestic
Vol. 18, No. 2
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spying, causing the provision to fail by
only 26 votes. The Democrats continue
to reveal themselves as the other party
of capital.

For a labor party
Grassroots horror at naked bigotry
and the blatant rule of the one percent
is fueling the impeachment drive. It is
a desperate plea to Congressional
Democrats to do something.
Similarly, horror at tolerance for
sexual harassment and bigotry in high
places fired up Black women to canvass
Alabama neighborhoods to defeat
pedophile, Roy Moore, turning out 96
percent of the community—a moral
victory, but no fundamental change.
In Oakland, California, angry city
workers staged a seven-day strike to
recoup some of the pay they gave up to
help the city after the 2008 economic
crash. But union leaders sabotaged
these brave efforts. Instead of creating
a strike fund, they held money in
reserve for Democrat electoral campaigns.
It is not a lack of resistance that is
the problem in the effort to mount a
fightback, but rather the straightjacket
of the Democratic Party. Workingclass rebellion needs better if it is to
fight for working people. It needs a
party run by and representing workers.
A labor party, independent of the
two parties of corporate rule, could be
a base for meaningful struggle. It could
unify the voices of rebellion and inspire
those suffering under this repressive
regime. The goal must be to slay the
beast and all of its toxic heads. A labor
party can be a powerful sword in this
effort.
—Freedom Socialist Party, February
2018
http://socialism.com/fs-article/
impeachment-is-it-a-solution/
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Mad Rush to War
Democrats transform DACA into funding for the Pentagon
By Glen Ford
The top Democrats in Congress
have transformed DACA, the effort to
protect 800,000 childhood immigrants
from deportation, into a gargantuan
funding measure for the Pentagon.
This past weekend, Senate Democratic
leader Charles Schumer offered to fully
fund Donald Trump’s border wall and
boost defense spending “far above ”
what the White House requested, in a
deal to end the government shutdown.
The military budget signed into law in
December was already $30 billion higher than the White House asked for, and
$80 billion bigger than the previous
year’s war spending—an increase as
large as Russia’s entire defense budget.
It is Democratic congressional leadership—not Donald Trump and his
mad generals—that has been the driving force in this year’s military spending insanity. Back in July, House
Democratic leader Nancy Pelosi pressured her party to back a defense
authorization $57.4 billion bigger than
the Pentagon requested. Only a minority of Democratic House members
supported the measure, but a majority
of
the
Congressional
Black
Caucus (CBC) followed Pelosi’s lead—
including all five of the newest members of the Black Caucus, elected in
2016. By inflating the war budget even
beyond the Pentagon’s demands, these
Pelosi-Schumer-CBC
Democrats
ensured that what remains of the social
safety net will be slashed into oblivion
by bipartisan forces of austerity in
future Congresses.
The Bernie Sanders faction of the
Party is just as guilty, through its
shameful silence on war. This group
includes Our Revolution, whose purportedly “progressive” agenda suggests
only that they would “take a hard look
at the Pentagon’s budget and the priorities it has established.”

The imperial fist is inexorably
crushing the domestic welfare agencies
of government. The Democrats’ task in
this infernal process is to coax their
constituents to swallow the “Satan’s
Sandwiches” that emerge from
Congress—as suggested by Black
Kansas City Representative Emanuel
Cleaver back in 2011, when Barack
Obama was presenting his “Grand
Bargain” to the Republicans. Having
put “all entitlements” on the table for
cutting at the start of his presidency,
Obama proceeded to wage expensive
wars against seven countries. His
Grand Bargain offered even larger
social cuts than the Republicans
demanded, before finally unraveling in
the morass of Capitol Hill. Democratic
leadership is still seeking that “bargain” with the GOP, knowing full well
that it will be paid for by more austerity for people’s programs.
The result is both predictable and
intended: the military budget expands
to consume ever greater proportions of
federal “discretionary” spending—that
is, moneys not locked into mandated
programs like Social Security. Finally,
the public is told there is “no choice”
but to tap into Social Security, Medicaid
and Medicare—as Obama signaled at
very the beginning of his presidency,
and attempted to pull off in his first
term in office.
Schumer and Pelosi have been
throwing money at the Pentagon with
abandon this year because both wings
of the War Party (Democrat and
Republican) are anxious to maintain
the momentum of Obama’s global
military offensive, after the unexpected
defeat of the reliable warmonger,
Hillary Clinton. That’s why, measured
in military dollars, the Democratic
leadership is more warlike than the
Trump administration. Not trusting

Trump to keep the pressure on
Moscow, Beijing and any other “threat”
to U.S. hegemony, the bipartisan political servants of empire flood the
Pentagon with money and poison the
political discourse with Russiagate.
Although there are clear conflicts within the U.S. ruling class, in general the
Lords of Capital appear at this juncture
to be more concerned with terrorizing
the world than maintaining domestic
peace. Schumer and Pelosi were
instructed, accordingly.
The Democrats’ cynicism is boundless. DACA, which has great political
value to a key constituency but no
monetary price tag, becomes the excuse
to funnel additional tens-of-billions to
the Pentagon—on top of previous
increases—while
enhancing
Democratic election prospects in 2018
and 2020.
The Democrats can be expected to
repeat the formula. If not DACA, any
symbolic program will suffice as a
political battle flag to rally the various
Party constituencies while simultaneously boosting the flow of cash to the
war machine.
And they’ll call it “resistance.” But
it’s the kind of resistance that is useless
when, as Dr. Martin Luther King
observed, the “demonic destructive
suction tube” of war spending comes
to claim its ever-larger share of the
budget.
—Black Agenda Report, January 25,
2018

U.S. Immigration Police State
By Margaret Kimberley
Lukasz Niec is a Polish-born greencardholder and Wisconsin physician.
He is now held in immigration detention because of juvenile crimes and
adult interactions with police, which
didn’t result in convictions. Despite
the minor nature of his offenses he is
deportable. But it must be pointed out
that his plight was not caused by
Donald Trump.
Bill Clinton is the president most
responsible for Dr. Niec’s situation. In
1996 Clinton cut one of many dirty
deals with Newt Gingrich and the
Republicans. The Illegal Immigration
Reform
and
Responsibility
Act law made any non-citizen deportable for even minor crimes. Thanks to
Clinton and Gingrich bouncing a
check is treated as seriously as assault if
the perpetrator isn’t a citizen. This draconian rule has led to thousands of
deportations over the last twenty years.
Police state actions against immigrants have been in full effect for many
years but these stories went under the
radar until Donald Trump became president. Every day immigrants are swept
up in raids or taken off of buses and
trains but these conditions are not new
either. The Customs and Border Patrol
(CPB) may operate anywhere within
100 miles of the border and the agency

has been violating human rights in western New York state and the entire state
of Florida for a very long time.
Recent videos of Caribbean immigrants being removed from buses in
Florida have been rightly met with
outrage. But this columnist wrote
about the same CPB abuses taking
place in upstate New York in 2010,
long before anyone knew that Donald
Trump would be president.
It is tempting to blame Trump for
all persecutions carried out against
immigrants. He did make building a
border wall and accelerating deportations a central part of his presidential
campaign. But he has built on tools
given to him by his predecessors.
As if these tales of modern day bounty hunting aren’t frightening enough,
the Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) Trump administration has contracted with Vigilant
Solutions, a corporation with a database
of two billion license plate numbers
from across the country. The Obama
administration declined to carry out
this same plan of mass surveillance but
Trump has upped the ante.
There is a tendency to dismiss the
history of presidential policies and
make Trump the focus of every outra-

https://blackagendareport.com/dacajoins-mad-rush-war
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geous government action. But there
can be no real resistance against him if
his predecessors are granted get-outof-jail free cards.
Barack Obama increased the budget
for immigration enforcement by 300
percent above Bush administration
levels. Trump inherited a well-oiled
machine, a 48,000 personnel force,
which was meant to expel as many
people as possible. It did just that and a
record number of immigrants, 2.5 million, were deported during the Obama
administration.
There should be no shrinking from
acknowledging these facts. Democratic
presidents greased the skids for Trump
and the media only now pay attention
to activities which they should have
reported long before he took office.
The white nationalism, which propelled Trump into office, is very much
in favor of deporting as many people as
it can. The term “shithole” nations is a
synonym for non-white, and millions
of white Americans want to send as
many Brown and Black people away as
they can possibly snatch.
Lukasz Niec is collateral damage
because the word immigrant has

become synonymous with non-white.
Newt Gingrich probably didn’t have
Poles or any other Europeans in mind
when he cooked up his plot for mass
deportations. But that is the way

It is tempting to blame
Trump for all
persecutions carried out
against immigrants. He
did make building a
border wall and
accelerating
deportations a
central part of his
presidential campaign.
But he has built on tools
given to him by his
predecessors.
America’s racist laws have always
worked. There are always a handful of
white people who suffer along with the
intended black and brown targets.

Trump cannot be opposed on
immigration or any other issue without a wholesale rejection of horrific
legal precedents, which have become
acceptable. The sight of Indonesian
asylum seekers in New Jersey now
seeking shelter in a church tug at the
heartstrings; so does the Jamaican
woman removed from a bus in Florida.
But unless there is a willingness to tear
apart the law enforcement system in
this country Republicans and
Democrats alike will continue to violate human rights.
The resistance has to resist a lot
more than Trump. The police state
must be rejected entirely. Without it
there would be no immigration detention. The idea that some people aren’t
welcome in a nation, which was created by invaders and usurpers, must be
rejected too.
The people must be safe from presidential whims. Why does Vigilant
Solutions have two billion license
plates numbers at all? Why is surveillance of every private citizen permissible in a country, which allegedly, protects its citizens from unreasonable
searches?
It is time to say no to the entire rotten structure. Americans accept armed
police, mass incarceration and a plethora of corporations with the ability to
violate our privacy and our rights. The
police state is a danger to everyone’s
life and it must be eliminated.
That must be the demand. That is
the only resistance worth discussing.
Replacing Trump with a new iteration
of Clinton or Obama won’t make life
safer for immigrants or anyone else. It
is time to fight against them all and
have true democracy for citizens and
immigrants alike.
—Black Agenda Report, February 1,
2018
https://blackagendareport.com/freedom-rider-stop-immigration-police-state
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California Police Partner with Neo-Nazis
California police worked with neo-Nazis to pursue ‘anti-racist’ activists, documents show
By Sam Levin
California police investigating a violent white nationalist event worked
with white supremacists in an effort to
identify counter-protesters and sought
the prosecution of activists with “antiracist” beliefs, court documents show.
The records, which also showed
officers expressing sympathy with
white supremacists and trying to protect a neo-Nazi organizer’s identity,
were included in a court briefing from
three anti-fascist activists who were
charged with felonies after protesting
at a Sacramento rally. The defendants
were urging a judge to dismiss their
case and accused California police and
prosecutors of a “cover-up and collusion with the fascists.”
Defense lawyers said the case at the
state capital offers the latest example of
U.S. law enforcement appearing to
align with neo-Nazi and white supremacist groups while targeting anti-fascist
activists and Donald Trump protesters
after violent clashes.
“It is shocking and really angering
to see the level of collusion and the
amount to which the police covered up
for the Nazis,” said Yvette Felarca, a
Berkeley teacher and anti-fascist organizer charged with assault and rioting
after participating in the June 2016
Sacramento rally, where she was
stabbed and bludgeoned in the head.
“The people who were victimized by
the Nazis were then victimized by the
police and the district attorneys.”
Steve Grippi, chief deputy district
attorney prosecuting the case in
Sacramento, vehemently denied the
claims of bias in an email to the
Guardian, alleging that anti-fascist
stabbing victims have been uncooperative and noting that his office has filed
charges against one member of the
Traditionalist Workers Party (TWP),

the neo-Nazi group that organized the
rally.

been stabbed in the abdomen, chest
and hand.

Some California highway patrol
(CHP) investigation records, however,
raise questions about the police’s investigative tactics and communication
with the TWP.

Ayres, however, treated the protester like a suspect in the investigation.
The police investigator recommended
the man be charged with 11 offenses,
including disturbing the peace, conspiracy, assault, unlawful assembly and
wearing a mask to evade police.

Felarca’s attorneys obtained numerous examples of CHP officers working
directly with the TWP, often treating
the white nationalist group as victims
and the anti-fascists as suspects.
The TWP is “intimately allied with
neo-Nazi and other hardline racist
organizations” and “advocates for
racially pure nations,” according to the
Southern Poverty Law Center. Its leaders have praised Trump, and the group
claimed to bring more than 100 people to the Charlottesville white supremacist rally, where counter-protester
Heather Heyer was killed.
In one phone call with Doug
McCormack, identified by police as the
TWP affiliate who acquired the permit
for the Sacramento rally, CHP investigator Donovan Ayres warned him that
police might have to release his name
in response to a public records requests.
The officer said he would try to protect
McCormack.
“I’m gonna suggest that we hold
that or redact your name or something
until this gets resolved,” Ayres told
McCormack, adding that he didn’t
know who had requested records of the
permit and noting, “If I did, I would
tell you.”
Ayres’s reports noted that
McCormack was armed at the rally
with a knife.
The officer’s write-up about an
African American anti-fascist activist
included a photo of him at the hospital
after the rally and noted that he had

As evidence, Ayres provided
Facebook photos of the man holding up
his fist. The officer wrote that the
man’s “Black Power salute” and his
“support for anti-racist activism” demonstrated his “intent and motivation to
violate the civil rights” of the neo-Nazi
group. He was ultimately not charged.
Ayres’s report also noted Felarca’s
political activism in great detail, referencing her activism on behalf of students of color and women’s rights
protests.
“This is a textbook case of a political
witch-hunt and selective prosecution,”
Shanta Driver, one of Felarca’s attorneys, said in an interview.
Officers also worked with TWP
member Derik Punneo to try to identify anti-fascist activists, recordings
revealed. Officers interviewed Punneo
in jail after he was arrested for an unrelated domestic violence charge. Audio
recordings captured investigators saying they brought photos to show him,
hoping he could help them identify
anti-fascist activists.
The officers said, “We’re pretty
much going after them,” and assured
him: “We’re looking at you as a victim.”
Ayres’s report noted that Punneo
was armed with a knife at the neo-Nazi
rally and that one stabbing victim told
officers he believed Punneo was
responsible. Using video footage, Ayres
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also noted that Punneo was “in the
vicinity” of another victim at the time
he was injured, but the officer said the
evidence ultimately wasn’t clear.

have not gained the cooperation of
these victims, the investigation to hold
their attackers responsible continues
forward.”

Punneo and McCormack, who
could not be reached for comment,
were not charged. Ayres’s report
included images and names of three
other TWP-affiliated men who he said
were armed with knives, but who also
have faced no charges.

Prosecutors also said the charges
were based on video evidence and
argued that “no one is beneath the protection of the law, no matter how
repugnant his or her rhetoric or misguided his or her ideals.”

The CHP declined to comment.
In a response filed on Thursday,
prosecutors said “every assertion” in
the motion to dismiss is “inaccurate or
fabricated” and accused Felarca’s lawyers of using the filing to “make a
political statement.” The response also
repeatedly blamed the stabbing victims
for ignoring the district attorney’s
inquiries: “Despite the fact that we

Allegations of police bias and collusion with neo-Nazis have emerged in
similar cases across the U.S. Last year,
U.S. prosecutors targeting anti-Trump
protesters in Washington, DC relied on
video evidence from a far-right group
with a record of deceptive tactics.
At an Oregon “alt-right” event,
police allowed a member of a rightwing militia-style group to help officers arrest an anti-fascist activist.

Police in Charlottesville were widely
accused of standing by as Nazis attacked
protesters, and a Black man who was
badly beaten by white supremacists
was later charged with a felony.
Sam Menefee-Libey, an activist who
advocated for protesters charged for
Inauguration Day rallies last year, said
the government has repeatedly gone to
great lengths to target anti-fascists:
“We have patterns of acknowledged
and unacknowledged overlaps between
the interest of ultra-right nationalist
organizations and the police and prosecutors’ offices.”
—The Guardian, February 9, 2018

https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2018/feb/09/california-policewhite-supremacists-counter-protest

Justice in the Factory
How Black Lives Matter breathed new life into unions
By Mike Elk
After decades of decline unions have
found a new champion in efforts to
organize workers: the Black Lives
Matter movement.

that labor leaders say has made multinationals wary of becoming embroiled
in high-profile union-busting drives
lead primarily by Black workers.

Unions have suffered as manufacturing has moved south away from
their old strongholds in the north of
the U.S. Membership rates were 10.7
percent in 2016, down from 20.1 percent in 1983, according to the Bureau
of Labor Statistics. At the same time
the shift from manufacturing to service
industry jobs has hurt them too.

The fight at Nissan, where 80 percent
of the workforce is Black, drew international attention as Americans for
Prosperity, the rightwing Koch
Brothers-backed lobby group, ran ads
blasting the United Auto Workers, and
the former Democrat presidential hopeful senator Bernie Sanders and the actor
and activist Danny Glover descended
on the plant to lobby for unionization.

But as the Black Lives Matter and other
social justice campaigns increasingly focus
on economic justice, unions see a new
opportunity. And ironically, a series of
defeats for labor in the south is helping to
fire up recruitment drives and attracting
international support in the process.
Last August’s bitterly fought attempt
to unionize Nissan’s plant in Canton,
Mississippi is a case in point and one
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After a narrow defeat, labor leaders
charged Nissan not only with illegal
anti-union conduct, but with racism.
The company denies the charges of
racism and illegal anti-union busting.
But already labor leaders say they are
starting to see a shift and that multinationals, particularly European companies, are concerned about being seen as

racist when they move their operations
to the South.
“Nissan has been a warning sign on
the road. The bad PR, the amount of
money that has been lost, the tarnishing of the brand, the sense that they are
racially insensitive to the community,
no company domestic or foreign wants
to be labeled racist,” said Marc Bayard,
director of the Black Worker Initiative
at the Institute for Policy Studies, who
has spent more than two decades
attempting to organize multinationals.
“I have had conversations with
companies and local Chambers of
Commerce, who saw what happened at
Nissan and are concerned about being
seen as anti-union, anti-community,
and racially insensitive,” said Bayard.
In the meantime, Black Lives Matter
is using the voice it has built in social
justice campaigns to expand its
remit. On February 12, the Black Lives

Matter movement and the low wage
workers campaign Fight for $15 are
combining for a series of strikes in cities
across the U.S. in order to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the beginning of the Memphis sanitation strike.
The union-backed Fight for $15 has
been pushing for more union representation in the fast food industry and has
successfully pressed for increases in pay
in states across the U.S. but, once again,
the southern states have proved harder
to crack.
The fight will not be easy. Labor
leaders like Maria Somma, the first
Asian American to act as director of
organizing for the Steelworkers, says
that multinationals go down south to
take advantage of racist power structures that make people of color afraid
to speak up in the workplace.
“It’s a known fact that African
Americans make less than their white
counterparts doing their same jobs,”
said Somma. “Their work isn’t valued
and they know it. This creates a sense of
fear because you know the people who
are your bosses don’t value you. I believe
that employers understand that psychological impact and take advantage of it.”
Somma recently helped lead a union
drive of Kumho tire plant in Macon,
Georgia, where more than 80 percent of the
workers signed cards indicating they wanted to join the union. But the majority Black
workforce was again subjected to intense
anti-union pressure with daily, hour-long,
one-on-one anti-union meetings by a team
of seven full-time anti-union consultants
for more than two weeks.
The union alleges that Kumho
repeatedly threatened to close the plant
if workers unionized and to fire workers if they caught them advocating for
the union. Kumho defeated the
Steelworkers’ organizing attempt by a
margin of 164-136 and the union
alleges that Kumho tried to quash further organizing by firing one of the
organizers of the drive, Mario Smith, a
mere two days after the vote.

The news of his firing sent chills
throughout the plant and attendance at
union meetings dropped precipitously.
“It’s hard: nobody wants to hear it
right now because nobody wants to get
caught scared talking about it,” said
Kumho Tire worker Alex Perkins.
“They are scared for their job and it’s
really hard to get people to talk.”
The United Steelworkers have filed
charges with the National Labor Relations
Board (NLRB) against Kumho over
Smith’s firing and other alleged abuses.
They have also reached out to their
allies in the Korean labor movement to
help put pressure on Kumho in Korea.

...multinationals go down
south to take advantage
of racist power structures
that make people of color
afraid to speak up in the
workplace
It is a tactic that has already had
some success. In 2015, the International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
(IBEW) attempted to organize the
Swedish manufacturer Electrolux’s
brand new 800-person plant in
Memphis, Tennessee.
Like Nissan, Electrolux is unionized
outside the U.S., but management in
Memphis decided to hire the notorious
anti-union law firm Littler Mendelson
to run a hardball anti-union drive at
the majority African American plant.
Free T-shirts with a slash through
the IBEW logo were distributed
throughout the plant while TV screens
broadcast anti-union messages.
Supervisors at Electrolux forced
workers to attend one-on-one antiunion meetings, where they were
grilled about their views on union
membership and their work perfor-

mance. Managers also warned workers
that if they unionized, the plant could
close. Workers voted against the union
by a narrow margin of 57 votes in
February of 2015.
After the vote Randall Middleton,
the IBEW’s director of manufacturing,
flew to Stockholm to meet with IF
Metall, the 325,000-strong union that
represents Electrolux in Sweden, and
brief them on the tactics that had been
used to scare workers.
Under pressure from the union,
Electrolux reigned in anti-unionization
tactics, and workers planning a new
vote found support from the Black Lives
Matter activists marching in the streets.
In July 2016, during the lead up to the
election, some workers took part in a
protest occupying the Hernando De
Soto Bridge over the Mississippi river.
“When they saw us occupying that
bridge, they knew that power, and that
people in the community had their
back,” said Keedran “TNT” Franklin,
an organizer with Coalition of
Concerned Citizens.
The IBEW subsequently won a
landmark victory at Electrolux’s plant
by a margin of 461-193.
While such victories are currently
the exception to the rule, unions are
looking closely at the success of social
justice movements. Younger union
activists are increasingly focused on
not just organizing a campaign based
solely on justice for workers, but
around race, gender, disability, and
sexual orientation, said Somma.
“Young workers get it that you can’t
organize without a social justice
approach,” said Somma. “I’ve been in the
movement for a good number of years
and I believe it’s a big change. It’s not
coming from union, it’s coming directly
from our members and I love it.”
—The Guardian, February 10, 2018
https://www.theguardian.com/usnews/2018/feb/10/Black-lives-matterlabor-unions-factory-workers-unite
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Unemployment Conspiracy
By Bruce Lesnick
Real unemployment in the U.S.
today hovers around 8.3 percent,
afflicting more than 17 million people.
This is roughly equivalent to the combined populations of New York City,
Los Angeles, Chicago and Houston.
Over one-third of the working age
population has given up looking for
work.
On top of this, pundits project that
many more jobs will be lost to automation in the near future, with computers
and robots replacing as many as 49
percent of the jobs now done by
humans. The mechanization of dirty,
dangerous, repetitive, mind-numbing
tasks should be a blessing. Instead, the
future is described in apocalyptic
terms. Why?
The problem is rooted in the disingenuous narrative we are fed. Jobs, so
the story goes, are mysterious, ephemeral things, whose comings and goings
are largely beyond our control. The
number of available jobs has to vary
independently from the work that needs
to be done and the number of people
available to do it, or so we are told.
There is plenty of work that needs to
be done—converting our energy industry to renewables, repairing and
enhancing infrastructure, building
housing for all who need it, improving
student-teacher ratios, increasing
healthcare and eldercare staff, and so
much more. And there are millions
looking for useful work. The disconnect between people wanting to work,
work that needs to be done and the
number of jobs that happen to be available only occurs if the guiding principle
for job availability is profit. But when
the needs of society as a whole are prioritized over the needs of wealthy few at
the top, then achieving permanent, full
employment is a piece of cake.
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Productivity at our service
Today, the putative standard is a forty-hour workweek, with a concomitant
eight-hour day. But for more than half of
U.S. history, the workweek was longer.
Not until 1898 did mineworkers win the
eight-hour day. Two years later, the
movement for a shorter workweek spread
to the San Francisco Building Trades. By
1905, the eight-hour day was established
coast-to-coast in the printing trades. The
Ford Motor Company adopted the new
shorter workweek in 1914. Railroad
workers won the right in 1916. Only in
1937, with the adoption of the Fair Labor
Standards Act, did the eight-hour day
become the national standard. (While
many today are compelled to work longer in order to make ends meet, the legal
norm remains 40 hours.)
But since 1937, the productivity of
American labor has increased more than
six-fold! In other words, the value produced by a full day’s labor in 1937 would
require less than two hours today.
So an obvious solution to unemployment presents itself: reduce the
workweek with no reduction in pay.
If the workweek were reduced from
40 to 30 hours, it would create 53 million new jobs1. This is more than three
times the current number of unemployed. To fill all the remaining slots
and maintain current production levels, we would have to plead with the
governments of Mexico, Central
America and elsewhere to send more
immigrants our way!
Can we afford this? Absolutely. Up
to now—and especially since 1973—
increases in productivity have been
siphoned off as corporate profits and
enriched only those at the top.
Implementing 30 hours work for 40
hours pay (“30-for-40”) would simply

redirect newly produced wealth away
from corporate profits and back into
the pockets of those who produce it.
Instead of all the benefits of automation and increased productivity going
to the top One Percent, 30-for-40
would allocate a greater share of those
gains to working people.

Big business despises full
employment
Not only would using 30-for-40 to
eliminate unemployment directly cut
into corporate profits, there are other
side effects that corporate behemoths
hate but working people would love.
To begin with, full employment
would strengthen the working class visà-vis the One Percent. With abundant,
well-paying jobs for all, there would be
no one a recalcitrant company could
hire as strikebreakers if the workers
organized to withhold their labor. It
would be more difficult to harass and
victimize union organizers because,
with full employment, all workers
would be harder to replace.
What’s more, less time at work
leaves more time for other things. This
would include time for rest, recreation,
attention to family and exploring creative endeavors. But it would also allow
extra time for education, organizing,
getting involved and fighting back. In a
world imbalanced by massive economic, social and political inequality, allowing the majority more time for education and organization is the last thing
those at the top want to see.

Jobs for all vs. universal basic
income
Of course, basic human solidarity
demands that anyone who is old, sick,
disabled or otherwise unable to work
should be provided for at society’s
expense, with their medical care fully

covered and living expenses provided
at union wage scales. This can easily be
paid for by reallocating funds from the
oppressive military budget and by taxing corporate profits. This policy
should be combined with a guarantee
of a job for all who are able to work.
Lately, some have promoted the
notion of a Universal Basic Income
(UBI). To the extent that a UBI were
funded by redistributing wealth from
those at the top to those below—a
principle that is by no means guaranteed by the concept—a UBI could be a
positive reform. But a UBI is no substitute for a guarantee of jobs for all.
Why not?
First and foremost, labor is power.
The only power that can counter the
concentrated riches of the ruling oligarchs is the collective organization of
millions of working people, who, as it
happens, produce all of society’s
wealth. The root of working class
power is the fact that the labor of millions of people generates the riches
enjoyed by those at the top, as well as
the considerably smaller share currently allocated to the majority. By
withholding their labor en masse,
working people have ultimate veto
power over any government policy.
Guaranteeing jobs for all strengthens
the ties of working people to production, maximizing the number participating in the labor force and, thus, the
number who have a hand on the lever
of society’s productive apparatus. A
UBI by itself, by contrast, does nothing
to reinforce people’s connection to
work—that is, to the fundamental
engine of wealth creation.
In addition, the rate of any UBI will
necessarily be too low. There is a builtin imperative for a UBI to be small
enough to encourage people to work.
In order to induce people to work at
all, the UBI has to be inadequate (or
“barely adequate”) to live on by itself.
But in the absence of guaranteed jobs
for all, “encouraging people to work”

means compelling them to compete for
an insufficient number of low paying
positions. When the supply of labor
exceeds its demand in available jobs,
wages are driven down, all other things
being equal. And if the UBI is to be low
enough to encourage people to work, it
must ultimately follow wages downward. So, contrary to the assertion of
UBI boosters that it would exert
upward pressure on wages, a UBI without a job guarantee is just as likely to
lead to a race to the bottom.

anteed jobs for all, even narrow-minded pundits and politicians might be
able to find socially useful work.

A UBI is also susceptible to other
kinds of manipulation. If a UBI is used
to justify cuts to Medicaid, food stamps,
unemployment compensation and
other social programs, it’s all too
easy for the programs replaced to be
inadequately covered by the UBI, or
for some sectors of the population to
benefit at the expense of others.

1 There are 160 million workers today. (160
million * 40 hours) = (213.3 million * 30
hours), with (213 million—160 million) = 53
million. Or: (160 million * 38.7 hours) = (215.7
million * 28.7 hours), with (215 million—160
million) = 55 million.

A UBI can be used to pit employed
workers against those without jobs.
And, a UBI would do little to address
conditions on the job or provide more
than a palliative remedy for the unjust
distribution of gains from increased
automation and productivity.
A job guarantee is different. It would
establish a principle that strengthens
the hand of working people as a whole.
And the concept of “jobs for all” is
automatically adjustable: As productivity or the relative size of the work
force increases, the workweek can be
reduced from 30, to 25 or fewer hours
to spread the remaining work around.
That’s what a rational society, freed
from profit-driven tyranny would do.
The next time some pundit or politician tells you we can’t guarantee jobs
for all, recognize that they’re playing
you for a chump. They’re drawing an
artificial box and counting on you not
thinking outside it. Remind them that
their assertion is only true if profits are
prioritized over human needs. Explain
that 30-for-40 solves the problem
handily, at great benefit to the vast
majority. And who knows? With guar-

Bruce Lesnick is a long-time political
activist who lives and writes in
Washington State.
—CounterPunch, December 28,
2017
https://www.counterpunch.
org/2017/12/28/the-unemploymentconspiracy/

There is plenty of
work that needs to
be done—converting our energy
industry to renewables, repairing
and enhancing
infrastructure,
building housing
for all who need it,
improving
student-teacher
ratios, increasing
healthcare and
eldercare staff, and
so much more.
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Crime of Sharing Water
Nine humanitarian activists face federal charges after leaving water for migrants in the Arizona desert
By Ryan Devereaux
A
faith-based
humanitarian
group that provides aid and shelter to
undocumented migrants on the southwestern border fears it has become the
latest target in the Trump administration’s crackdown on immigration
advocates. Nine members of the group,
No More Deaths, were charged with
federal crimes and misdemeanors in
recent months, including one volunteer arrested last week shortly after the
publication of a report documenting
alleged abuses by the U.S. Border
Patrol.
Last week, the Tucson, Arizonabased organization published a report
presenting what it described as evidence of Border Patrol agents’ systematic destruction of water jugs left for
migrants in the desert, as well as
“months of increasing surveillance and
harassment” by the agency beginning
last year. Hours after the report was
published, one of the group’s organizers was arrested in a remote area of
Arizona, along with two undocumented immigrants, and hit with felony
charges.
According to a complaint filed
Thursday in U.S. District Court in
Arizona, Border Patrol agents conducting surveillance in the town of Ajo
observed Scott Warren, 35, and two
undocumented immigrants entering a
building—referred to as “the Barn”—
on January 17, 2018, the same day the
humanitarian group’s report was published. The migrants reportedly learned
of the Barn’s address, and the sanctuary it was said to provide, through
online research.
“Warren met them outside and gave
them food and water for approximately three days,” the complaint states,
accusing the activist and Arizona State
University instructor of also providing
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the migrants with “beds and clean
clothes.”
With assistance from Pima County
sheriffs’ deputies, the Border Patrol
agents knocked on the door of the Barn
and found Warren and the others
inside. The government is now relying
on the migrants as material witnesses
in its case against Warren, who was
charged with bringing in and harboring undocumented immigrants.
For Warren, last week marked his
second brush with federal law enforcement since June, when he was cited by
an officer with the Department of the
Interior in the Cabeza Prieta National
Wildlife Refuge for unauthorized use
of a motor vehicle in a federally designated wildlife area and abandoning
personal property—littering—in a
national wildlife refuge.
The same types of charges—misdemeanors that carry a maximum sixmonth sentence—have also been used
against eight other No More Deaths
summer volunteers, most of them
from out of state. U.S. marshals began
serving the summonses last month,
when many of the volunteers had
returned home to locations across the
country. On Tuesday, the defendants,
whose charges have not been previously reported, had their first court
hearing—the five out-of-state defendants attended by video.
Legally, Warren’s arrest last week
and the summonses he and his fellow
volunteers received are distinct cases,
but that doesn’t mean they are unrelated, No More Deaths says. At the
center of it all, the group says, is its
longstanding practice of leaving jugs of
water for migrants making their way
through some of the border’s most
treacherous terrain, and a broader
campaign on the part of the Trump

administration to target immigration
advocates with prosecutions related to
their work.
“They’re definitely connected,” said
William G. Walker, a Tucson-based
attorney who has represented No More
Deaths volunteers for more than a
decade and is currently providing
counsel to the latest round of defendants. No More Deaths has maintained
“a cooperative, working relationship
with both the Border Patrol and the
U.S. attorney’s office,” Walker said in
an interview before Tuesday’s court
hearing. The activities the volunteers
are accused of taking part in, the attorney explained, are activities the organization has “been engaged in for the last
several years.”
“Border Patrol—and the U.S. attorney—knows about the activities, has
surveilled the activities, has permitted
the activities, has recognized that we’re
out there helping to save lives,” Walker
said. “And now all of the sudden it’s all
changed.”
Border Patrol declined to comment
on the recent charges, deferring to the
U.S. attorney’s office. In a statement to
the Washington Post Tuesday night,
Carlos Diaz, a spokesperson for U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, said
that Warren’s arrest was “not retaliation” and “we’re protecting immigration laws in the area and there was a
situation in which we needed to do the
arrest because there were some illegal
individuals in that area.”
The U.S. attorney’s office did not
respond to a request for comment on
the other No More Deaths cases. In an
interview with The Intercept last week,
however, Steven Passement, acting
special operations supervisor in the
Border Patrol’s Tucson sector, said his
agents “work together” with No More

Deaths in situations “where it involves
saving lives.”
While the federal government
maintained a hands-off approach in
recent years, the arrest of a volunteer
for providing assistance to undocumented migrants and the attempt to
prosecute members who leave water
for migrants in federal wildlife preserves are issues the organization has
dealt with before.

Trying to make humanitarian
action illegal
In 2005, volunteers, Shanti Sellz and
Daniel Strauss, were arrested by Border
Patrol agents as they attempted to
transport three undocumented
migrants to a local hospital. The volunteers, both in their early 20s at the time,
faced up to 15 years in prison. But a
judge threw out the charges, ruling that
the young volunteers were acting in
accordance with a set of protocols they
had been told were legally sound. Five
years later, the U.S. 9th Circuit Court
of Appeals overturned a littering conviction against Daniel Millis, a No
More Deaths volunteer, for leaving gallons of water for migrants in Arizona’s
Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge,
ruling that water did not meet the definition of waste.
Walker represented the defendants
in both cases. In the wake of the Millis
ruling in 2010, he said his client’s prosecution was the result of “a highly
politicized decision by the Department
of Justice under the Bush administration to shut these people down.” Eight
years later, Walker suggested the era of
politicized prosecutions has returned
with a vengeance under the Trump
administration, attributing the shift to
“the federal government being of such
a mindset that they’re more interested
in locking up humanitarians than they
are in really going after real crime.”
Walker said there are persistent
complaints among Arizonans that not
enough focus is given to enforcing the
law and strained resources mean crime-

fighting falls by the wayside. “So why
are we out there, then, using these precious resources to slash water bottles?”
he asked. “To arrest and charge humanitarian volunteers from across the
country that are trying to save lives?”
“I know why we do it,” he added.
“We have a racist federal government
now, and you can quote me on that.”
From the beginning of his campaign
through his first year in office, President
Donald Trump and top officials in the
administration have pursued a multipronged approach to immigration
enforcement. Not only are undocumented immigrants targeted—whether they are in the process of traveling
north past the border or already in the
country—but anyone who aides in
their continued existence within U.S.
borders can face the force of the law.
Among the Trump officials taking a
hard line are former Department of
Homeland Security secretary-turnedWhite House chief of staff John Kelly,
who appeared on national television to
defend separating mothers from their
children at the U.S. border; Attorney
General Jeff Sessions, who called on
federal prosecutors nationwide to
bring charges against parents who pay
to have their children smuggled into
the U.S.; and Thomas Homan, the acting director of Immigration and
Customs Enforcement, who last year
said all undocumented immigrants in
the U.S. should live in fear and called
for the prosecution of political officials
who resist the administration’s enforcement agenda.
Recent weeks have seen a string of
reports from across the country of outspoken, undocumented immigration
advocates arrested and, in some cases,
deported. Earlier this month in New
York City, two prominent immigration
activists were arrested—and one
deported—prompting a chaotic protest in lower Manhattan. An investigation by The Intercept found that the
arrests were preceded by a series of

visits by ICE officers—and potential
surveillance—to houses of worship
around the city that provide sanctuary
to undocumented immigrants.
ICE has denied that its arrests are
politically motivated. And it may well be
the case that there is no overriding order
to immigration agents—whether they
work for ICE, Border Patrol, or CBP
(U.S. Customs and Border Protection)—
to take actions that they would have
been inclined not to take in years past.
But immigration advocates from coast
to coast worry that the change in posture and rhetoric coming from the
White House alone has been enough to
change conditions on the ground.

Emboldened by racist
administration
“I think one of the things that we’re
seeing is an escalation in tactics by onthe-ground agents that are emboldened by racist and dehumanizing policies of this administration,” said
Genevieve Schroeder, a volunteer with
No More Deaths. “It has really disturbing implications for emboldened
actions that are being taken against
people that are in the field, who have
much less of a media platform than
humanitarian aid workers or possibly
sanctuary rights movement leaders.”
Born out of a multi-faith border
conference in 2004, No More Deaths
serves as an umbrella organization for
an array of religious and community
groups working in some of the harshest
terrain along the divide between the
U.S. and Mexico. In addition to leaving
gallon jugs of water in remote areas
where migrants make their way into
the U.S., the organization also maintains camps where migrants can receive
medical care and routinely aids in the
recovery of bodies along the border.
The true scale of deaths that occur
along the U.S. border with Mexico is
unknown, but academic and journalistic investigations in recent years point
to a loss of life of epic proportions. In
a report published in December, USA
Vol. 18, No. 2
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Today found that illegal border crossings have claimed at least “7,209 lives
over the past 20 years,” but that “the
actual number is far higher” because
“federal authorities largely fail to count
border crossers when their remains are
recovered by local authorities, and even
local counts are often incomplete.”

Mass graveyard
In Arizona, specifically, No More
Deaths says the Cabeza Prieta National
Wildlife Refuge has become a particularly deadly location, accounting for 45
percent of the remains found in the
state in 2017. Volunteers described the
refuge, with its limited vehicle accessibility, as a mass graveyard where
humanitarian visits routinely result in
the discovery of human remains.
In a report published last year, DHS
said the “southwest land border is more
difficult to illegally cross today than ever
before.” This increased difficulty has
had numerous second- and third-order
effects. One is the rise of a booming
smuggling market, which is in many
respects managed by Mexico’s vicious
organized crime syndicates. According
to last year’s DHS report, “Relatively few
illegal border crossers hired a smuggler
prior to 2001, but usage rates climbed to
80-95 percent among apprehended bor-

der crossers in 2015.” The post-9/11
build-up of an unparalleled border surveillance infrastructure and the deployment of thousands of new Border Patrol
agents in recent years has caused these
smuggling networks to adapt, in part, by
funneling migrants through more
remote and dangerous terrain.
The re-routing of immigrant pathways is not an accident. The effort to
push migrants away from more populated areas came about through a
20-year-old Border Patrol strategy
known as “prevention through deterrence.” No More Deaths views the
strategy as a driving force behind the
dramatic rise in border deaths over the
past two decades. The organization is
not shy about the radical political solutions it sees to the problems on the
border. In a set of demands included in
its report last week, the humanitarian
group, along with its partner organization, La Coalición de Derechos Humanos,
called for the “permanent” dismantling
of the U.S. Border Patrol and a “reparations program for the families of all
persons disappeared or deceased as a
result of the U.S. border policy of
Prevention Through Deterrence.”
The politics of No More Deaths
have clearly placed the group at odds
with the Border Patrol, not to mention

the armed right-wing militias that
roam the Arizona desert. But as Walker,
the attorney, noted, recent years have
been characterized by an understanding between the volunteers and the law
enforcement agency. The first strong
indication of a change in that understanding occurred in June, when
Border Patrol agents tracked a group of
migrants to a No More Deaths encampment outside of Arivaca, Arizona.
Following a tense, three-day standoff, roughly 30 well-armed Border
Patrol agents entered the camp and
removed the migrants, who had been
receiving medical care.
Walker said the U.S. attorney’s
office in Arizona is venturing into dangerous territory if it intends to ramp up
prosecutions of No More Deaths volunteers. Not only have similar efforts
failed in the past, he said, but the kind
of humanitarian work the group does
is popular among many Arizonans,
particularly in Tucson. “We have a
humanitarian-oriented community
here. We’re migrant-friendly and we
understand the value of migrants here
and what they do for our society,” he
said. “This is not two different sides
that have two different stories and different legitimate positions. We have
conservative Republican people that
are out there putting water out for
migrants. Humanitarians are on all
sides of the political spectrum.”
Schroeder, the No More Deaths volunteer, worries that without a swift
change in direction, the continued targeting of immigrant rights advocates
could become “normalized in the same
way that the deaths, disappearances,
and felony convictions of people who
are simply moving themselves to create
a better life have become normalized.”
—The Intercept, January 23, 2018
https://theintercept.com/2018/01/23/
no-more-deaths-arizona-border-littering-charges-immigration/
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Two Wings of the Same Bird
Puerto Rico, Cuba, Hurricanes and Political Prisoners
By Diana Block
Six months after Oscar López Rivera
was released from prison having spent
35 years inside, he traveled to Cuba. “I
feel at home, this is a dream come true;
for many, many years, I have wanted to
come to Cuba and today for the first
time I have arrived,” Oscar told
Fernando Llort González, the President
of ICAP (Cuban Institute of Friendship
with the Peoples), who greeted him
when he stepped off the plane.
The last time Oscar had seen
Fernando was in the cell he shared with
him for four years in Terre Haute prison where they became good friends.
Their friendship wasn’t surprising.
Oscar was in prison because of his participation in the struggle to win Puerto
Rican independence from the U.S.
while Fernando, one of the Cuban 5,
was in prison for his efforts to protect a
sovereign Cuban nation from U.S.
aggressive interventions. A Puerto Rican
and a Cuban freedom fighter sharing a
cell was a twenty-first century manifestation of the historical bonds between
the two islands, eloquently expressed in
the lines that Puerto Rican poet Lola
Rodriguez de Tió wrote in 1893:

Rico, over four months after
Maria nearly 40 percent of the island is
still without power. The scandalplagued response to the hurricane on
the part of the U.S. and Puerto Rican
governments exposes the operation of
disaster capitalism at its worst.
In Cuba, Oscar summed up the situation. “After Hurricane Maria, Puerto
Rico was left devastated and is now
showing the world the poverty that
existed and was hidden; the world is
being shown what colonialism is,
because it is perhaps the best example
of what becomes of a country that has
been colonized for 119 years by the
U.S. government.”
I recently spoke with Oscar to find
out what he had learned during his trip
to Cuba and how he saw the current
Puerto Rican reality. He started by telling me how he had toured Villa Clara,
the Cuban province hardest hit by
Irma, with the Director of Civil
Defense. All electricity in the province

had been restored in little over two
weeks. The rebuilding of thousands of
structures that had been damaged by
Irma was rapidly occurring with many
houses already repaired, all with government support.
The Cuban government put all available resources into action before and
after the hurricane, prioritizing the
preservation of life above all else. Days
before Irma hit, the Trump administration renewed the embargo against Cuba,
which has been in place since 1960. This
meant Cuba couldn’t access vital supplies needed for reconstruction from
the U.S. or assistance from many international financial organizations that are
impacted by the embargo’s sanctions.
Fortunately, many other countries,
including Venezuela, China and Bolivia,
provided assistance immediately.

How Cuba responded to disaster
I asked Oscar what he thought was
key to Cuba’s capacity to respond so

Cuba and Puerto Rico are
as two wings of the same bird,
they receive flowers and bullets
into the same heart.
When Oscar arrived in Cuba on
November 13, 2017, both Cuba and
Puerto Rico had recently received bullets into the geographical hearts of
their islands. Cuba was hit by Hurricane
Irma, a category five hurricane, on
September 8, 2017. Two weeks later,
on September 20th, Puerto Rico was
devastated by Hurricane Maria, a category four hurricane. In Cuba, the electricity was restored to the entire
island within a few weeks. In Puerto
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rapidly and effectively. “It is their commitment to developing the human
resource,” he answered unequivocally.
“They continue to fortify and strengthen the people and it gave me the most
amazing emotion to see how this was
being done on all levels. Everyone is
organized into neighborhood and civic
organizations that get the information
out to everyone very quickly.”
He went on to explain how all parts
of the society were mobilized—neighborhood organizations helped to coordinate the evacuation of almost one
million people in Havana, civic brigades conducted search-and-rescue
operations across the island, electric
workers began repairing the electrical
infrastructure as soon as the hurricane
dissipated, and medical brigades
fanned out through the country to help
with health emergencies.
“What’s needed in Puerto Rico is to
organize the people,” Oscar asserted
when I asked him about the failure of
the governmental response to Maria.
Oscar described how he was shocked
when he returned to Puerto Rico, after
decades of being in prison, by the level
of poverty, the intensifying gentrification, the takeover of land, buildings
and infrastructure by private U.S. corporations and the strangling dictatorship of the PROMESA fiscal control
board over all areas of Puerto Rican
economic life. These were the conditions, which contributed to the breakdown of recovery efforts. When Oscar
testified to the United Nations Special
Committee on Decolonization in June
2017, even before the hurricane, he
told them that in spite of the deteriorating conditions “many Puerto Ricans
believe this is the best moment to wage
an effective decolonizing process.”

How people organize in
Puerto Rico
As soon as he could after he was
free, Oscar jumped into organizing in
Puerto Rico. “I love to figure out communities and organize at the commu-
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nity level,” he explained. With Maria,
the focus has necessarily shifted to supporting self-determined survival efforts
of the community. As one example,
Oscar described how the people of San
Sebastián in the rural western part of
Puerto Rico were still without electricity two months after Maria hit.
Through the initiative of the town’s
mayor, retired electrical workers
formed volunteer brigades to restore
electricity to the town. PREPA (the
Puerto Rico Electric Power Authority)
accused the town of illegally circumventing its monopoly but the town
refused to stop its work to turn the
power back on. Based upon San
Sebastián’s example, other municipalities began to pressure the Puerto Rican
government to allow them to legally
restore their own power. As a result of
the widespread pressure, a bill has been
introduced in the legislature to allow
cities to hire their own contractors.

The Cuban government
put all available resources into action before and
after the hurricane, prioritizing the preservation of life above all else.
For Oscar, this type of grassroots
action is a core part of the decolonization project in Puerto Rico at this
moment in time. He has been involved
in organizing town hall meetings in
various communities to get input from
the people on how they see conditions
and to support them in developing
their own solutions to the many problems they face. Puerto Rico’s Governor
Rosselló has begun the privatization of
PREPA, marketing privatization as the
solution to the corrupt practices of the
agency—a false solution that the Fiscal
Control Board has been promoting. In
contrast, a main focus of the town halls

has been alternative energy projects
using renewable energy from the sun,
air and water—real solutions that
channel Puerto Rico’s natural resources towards sustainable self-sufficiency.

Solar Casa Pueblo
Casa Pueblo is an example of a
Puerto Rican community-based organization that has a long history of organizing to protect and develop Puerto
Rico’s natural resources dating back to
1980 when it started as part of the struggle against open-pit mining. I spoke
with Arturo Massol-Deyá, Professor of
Microbiology and Ecology at the
University of Puerto Rico at Mayaguez
and Associate Director of Casa Pueblo.
According to Arturo, the Puerto Rican
and U.S. governments set up false
expectations that they would be able to
manage the crisis catalyzed by Maria.
In fact, there was a total collapse of
governmental response so that not
even tarps were available for people to
protect themselves from the elements.
To support the people immediately
after the hurricane, Casa Pueblo, which
is based in Adjuntas in a mountainous
part of the island, reached out to the
Puerto Rican diaspora in the United
States to get tarps and solar-powered
lamps which were flown to Puerto Rico
on charter flights. Casa Pueblo was able
to distribute over 10,000 solar lamps
across Adjuntas, which helped to alleviate the crisis of darkness in that area.
This emergency lighting project was
rooted in Casa Pueblo’s long-standing
commitment to solar power. The organization’s headquarters has been run
on solar power since 1999. In 2017, ten
houses in Adjuntas were converted to
solar and the plan is to create an entire
solar-based community in 2018, which
can become a model for other municipalities around Puerto Rico.
Speaking about the impact of Maria
on Puerto Rico, Arturo explained,
“When one system fails, you have to
create another. The new reality means
that solar power is not an alternative

but a necessity. Energy is a clear example of how the colonial model has
failed to provide for the Puerto Rican
people…We have to redefine the energy agenda from the bottom up because
from the top down clearly doesn’t
work.” According to Arturo, Maria has
also led to a strengthening of relationships between Puerto Ricans on the
island and those in the diaspora who
have stepped forward to help on an
unprecedented level. “The commitment of the people in Puerto Rico and
on the mainland is from their heart.
That makes all the difference.”

Cuba responds to climate change
Cuba has also been pushed by the
impact of Irma to accelerate its 100-year
plan, Tarea Vida, for responding to climate change. According to Dalia
Salabarría Fernández, a marine biologist at Cuba’s National Center for
Protected Areas (CNAP), “The overarching idea is to increase the resilience
of vulnerable communities.” The plan
bans construction of new homes in
threatened coastal areas, mandates relocating people from communities
doomed by rising sea levels, calls for an
overhaul of the country’s agricultural
system to shift crop production away
from saltwater-contaminated areas, and
spells out the need to shore up coastal
habitat defenses. Arturo sees the value
of this Cuban initiative for Puerto Rico.
“We might be in different political realities, but regarding climate change, we
are islands in the Caribbean facing the
same environmental challenge…We
[Puerto Rico] have the science, but lack
of political will (or power) to act on
climate change is compromising the
security of many communities and critical infrastructure. Taking a closer look
at our neighbors could be a good reference for our people.”
For Oscar, his visit to Cuba reaffirmed his sense of the indelible solidarity between the two nations. During
the three decades of Oscar’s imprisonment, Cuba repeatedly introduced a

resolution before the United Nations
Decolonization Committee that recognized Puerto Rico’s right to independence and self-determination and
demanded Oscar’s release as a political
prisoner. This year for the first time,
Oscar himself was able to testify on
behalf of the decolonization resolution. As part of his speech, he spoke in
support of Ana Belén Montes a Puerto
Rican who is currently serving a twenty-five year prison term for relaying
U.S. intelligence information to Cuba,
one more example of the complex
political links between the islands.
Oscar has also continually denounced
the United States’ economic embargo
of Cuba whose goal is to undermine
the right of the Cuban people to determine their own political system and
destiny.

newsletter and she writes periodically
for various online journals.

When they were cellmates at Terre
Haute prison, Oscar and Fernando had
imagined celebrating their freedom
together many times. Even though
there were few indications that this
could ever happen, they both trusted
that the persistent struggles of their
peoples would at some point win their
release. On November 14, 2017, Cuba
presented Oscar with the Order of
Solidarity in a ceremony held at the
José Martí Memorial at the Plaza de la
Revolución in Havana. At the ceremony, Fernando praised Oscar as a “brave,
modest, educated man with a great
artistic sensibility” and “a concerned
father, caring grandfather, and committed lover of his island and people.”
The flower of shared struggle between
Puerto Rico and Cuba will continue to
bloom.

to the hurricane

—CounterPunch, February 14, 2018
https://www.counterpunch.
org/2018/02/14/two-wings-of-the-samebird-puerto-rico-cuba-hurricanes-andpolitical-prisoners/

The scandalplagued response
on the part of the
U.S. and Puerto
Rican governments
exposes the
operation of
disaster capitalism
at its worst.

Diana Block is the author of a novel,
Clandestine
Occupations—An
Imaginary History (PM Press, 2015)
and a memoir, Arm the Spirit—A
Woman’s Journey Underground and
Back (AK Press, 2009). She is an active
member of the California Coalition for
Women Prisoners and the anti-prison
coalition CURB. She is a member of the
editorial collective of The Fire Inside
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Puerto Rico’s Power Union Denounces Privatization of Public Power Utility
San Juan, Puerto Rico, January
23rd, 2018—The Union of Workers of
the Electric and Irrigation Industry
(UTIER) denounces Governor Ricardo
Rossellá’s announcement to privatize
the Puerto Rico Electric Power
Authority (PREPA). The announcement demonstrates the insensitivity of
this government and leaves clear that
the welfare of the people is not among
the interests of the current Governor.
UTIER has been consistent in
denouncing the privatization plans of
various government administrations
and also the recent intentional slowness in the process of restoring the
electrical system.
The Governor is taking advantage of
the pain of thousands of people who
are currently without electric power.
Given the insensitivity of Governor
Ricardo Rosellá of announcing the
privatization of PREPA in the midst of
the suffering of almost half-a-million
Puerto Ricans who still do not have
electricity, UTIER once again raises its
voice in favor of the people. We have
tried through our brigades to restore
electric power as soon as possible,
despite all the obstacles that the government, the Engineers brigade, the
Board of Fiscal Control, and the upper
management of PREPA have erected to
try to prevent us achieving that goal.
For decades we have warned how
various administrations have undermined workers and intentionally damaged the infrastructure of PREPA. This
was intended to provoke the people’s
discontent with the service in order to
privatize our first industry, “the jewel
in the crown,” to strip us—the people—of what is ours. “Because PREPA
is a public good that belongs to the
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people and not to the politicians,” said
the president of the UTIER, Angel
Figueroa Jaramillo.
Figueroa Jaramillo explained how,
since the 1970s, governments of the
two main parties have tried to privatize
PREPA. In each of these attempts,
UTIER has reacted immediately, warning the people what this would mean
for the country.

The position of UTIER is
that electricity is a
human right and not a
commodity.
“We asked, how come it was possible that, facing so much devastation left
by the hurricanes, that we would prioritize hiring a company such as
Whitefish, which did not have the staff
or experience to handle an emergency
like the one we had gone through?
Then we met the endless irregularities
in the awarding of the contract that was
signed with Whitefish and the powerful
political links it has with the current
U.S. administration. Everything we said
was proven to be correct and has been
so in every complaint we have made
over decades,” said Figueroa Jaramillo.
The President of UTIER insisted,
“The position of UTIER is that electricity is a human right and not a commodity. That is what our people have
realized after the ravages of hurricanes
Irma and Maria, after having run out
of electricity and suffering so many
hardships and the loss of family members, either because they have died or

had to leave the country. That is why
we strongly oppose privatization in any
of its expressions, whether through the
transfer of assets or the transfer of
management to private companies. We
ask the people the following question
so that they think clearly about it: If
PREPA was not profitable and able to
generate profits, would there be a company that wanted to acquire it?”
The president of the UTIER urged
people to also remember the declarations of the Board of Fiscal Control
(JCF) a year ago in which it presented
the privatization of PREPA as one of its
goals. “We cannot leave the heritage
that belongs to us–-the people—in private hands. And one of them is PREPA.
Because if at some point we face another atmospheric phenomenon such as
the ones to which we are exposed every
year during hurricane season, we
already know how the private generators AES and Ecoelectrica will react:
turning off their machinery in order
not to lose their investment. That’s
what they did on this occasion. They
are not worried about the suffering of
the people. That situation cannot be
repeated and if PREPA is privatized,
that is what’s in store for us.
Furthermore, we must not be deceived:
privatization increases the electric bill
and makes us more vulnerable as the
people. Let’s not allow the main industry for the development of our country
to be stolen from us. Let’s not wait for
it to happen,” added Figueroa Jaramillo.
—Trade Unions for
Democracy, January 23, 2018

Energy

http://unionsforenergydemocracy.org/
statement-of-puerto-ricos-power-unionon-governors-decision-to-see-the-assetsof-the-public-power-utility-prepa/

America’s Indefensible Alliance With The Philippines
By Rhonda Ramiro and Azadeh Shahshahani
The burgeoning alliance between
President Donald Trump and
Philippine
President
Rodrigo
Duterte appears destined to become
the 21st century version of the Ronald
Reagan-Ferdinand Marcos alliance.
That union in the 1980s allowed the
Marcos dictatorship to last 14 years,
despite Marcos’ notoriety for murdering over 3,000 people as well as jailing
70,000 and torturing 34,000 of his
political rivals and other innocent people. Reagan stood by his Filipino ally to
the bitter end, even granting Marcos
asylum in Hawaii when it became clear
that “people power” would soon topple the unsustainable dictatorship.
According to Reagan, granting a haven
to Marcos and 90 of his family members and close associates was “in the
best interests“ of U.S.-Filipino relations. Those interests included a network of some of the largest U.S. military bases in the world at the time.
Such die-hard support for a brutal
dictator was immoral back then.
Knowing the legacy of trauma that
the Marcos dictatorship inflicted on
the Filipino people and the country as
a whole makes supporting the admittedly fascist upstart dictator Duterte
completely unjustifiable today.
When Reagan took power in 1980,
Marcos had already been ruling the
Philippines under martial law for eight
years, with the full support of former
Presidents Richard Nixon, Gerald R. Ford
and Jimmy Carter. Reagan’s support for
an additional six years meant Marcos and
his military could rack up more human
rights abuses with impunity.
Today, Duterte is well on track to
surpass the body count of his self-proclaimed idol. An estimated 13,000 people have been killed in the war on
drugs; 113 activists have been killed
under the U.S.-designed counterinsur-

gency program of the Philippine government; and more than 400,000 people have been forcibly displaced due to
the Philippine military’s aerial bombing of Marawi City and nearby communities of indigenous people
throughout the southern island of
Mindanao, under the guise of the war
on terrorism. At the rate Duterte is
going, this could mean the murder of
52,000 more people over the remainder of his six-year term.

...for the U.S., the
Philippines remains, as
it has always been, an
essential cog in the U.S.
war machine
The Philippines, cog in U.S. war
machine
For his part, Trump has bluntly
stated his interest in the Philippines.
“It is a strategic location—the most
strategic location. And, if you look at it,
it’s called the most prime piece of real
estate from a military standpoint,” Trump said during his visit to
the Philippines in November. No need
to mince words: for the U.S., the
Philippines remains, as it has always
been, an essential cog in the U.S. war
machine.
Never mind that today the
Philippines is home to 100 million
people, the majority of whom are dirt
poor, largely due to 119 years of U.S.
policy toward the country. With no
sustainable domestic industry to speak
of and an economy grossly dependent
on exports in large part because of the
colonial legacy left behind by first
Spain and then the U.S., the Philippines
under Marcos began to systematical-

ly export its people to work in foreign
countries—and send remittances home
to keep the Philippine economy afloat.
Today, poverty is so severe that nearly
6,000 Filipinos leave the country every
single day in search of work; the
Philippine economy would collapse
were it not for $27 billion in remittances these migrant workers send
home annually.
At the turn of the 20th century, the
U.S. acquired the Philippines as a colony and relinquished the country only
after World War II, when dependable
local puppet leaders could be installed
and economic and military treaties
cementing the Philippines to U.S.
interests could be imposed. These
include patently unequal military
agreements that tie the Philippines to
the whims of U.S. imperial ambitions:
the Mutual Defense Treaty, Mutual
Logistics Support Agreement, Visiting
Forces Agreement and, most recently,
the Enhanced Defense Cooperation
Agreement. These agreements grant
the U.S. military expansive access to
military facilities, land, water and airspace in the Philippines for an indeterminate length of time under the guise
of “mutual benefit.” Conveniently, the
U.S. military presence has been focused
in resource-rich regions of the
Philippines, facilitating land-grabbing
and extraction of the country’s natural
wealth by multinational corporations.
Challenges to the constitutionality
of the agreements have been brought
to the Philippine Supreme Court
repeatedly as the Filipino masses have
staunchly protested U.S. military presence and operations on Philippine territory for decades. After all, they have
experienced the brunt of the violence
against women and children, toxic
waste, forced displacement from land
and other crimes committed by the
U.S. military.
Vol. 18, No. 2
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For the U.S. in the 1970s and ’80s,
propping up the Marcos regime served
the purpose of securing its military
stronghold in the Pacific as the Cold
War
approached
its
climax.
Neighboring Vietnam had resoundingly defeated the imperialist American
invaders just a few years earlier. The
U.S. and Soviet Union were engaged in
a nuclear arms race.

Allies for imperialism
Today, Trump needs Duterte and
the Philippines to remain a dependable
ally for U.S. imperial interests in the
Asia Pacific region. Trump’s current
brinkmanship with North Korea means
that the threat of nuclear war looms
large. Trump has named China repeatedly as one of the biggest rivals to U.S.
economic superiority in not only the
region but the world. China, the
Philippines and neighboring countries
dispute territorial control of the waters
and islands in the South China/West
Philippine Sea, which contains vast
petrochemical and gas deposits, rich
marine biodiversity, and sea lanes that
facilitate much of the global trade and
shipping for the entire region.
In January, the U.S. Defense
Department announced it had launched

the counterterrorism mission “Pacific
Eagle: Philippines,” which is designated
as an Overseas Contingency Operation,
thereby making it eligible for exemptions from spending limits. The operation will only strengthen the Duterte
regime as it continues to crack down on
vulnerable minority populations.
The one percent may agree with
Trump that it is in the best interests
of their America to continue supporting Duterte. The rest of us should not
be complicit in the slaughter.
Last week, the International
Criminal Court officially opened a preliminary investigation into allegations
of state-sanctioned killings and other
human rights violations committed by
the Philippine National Police under
the direction of Duterte.

What should be done
Now, U.S. lawmakers should join
others in the international community
and stop enabling Trump’s agenda in
the Asia Pacific to be propped up by
the rising body count of Filipinos killed
under Duterte’s war on drugs and war
on terrorism. Funding for Duterte’s
death squads in the form of U.S.
Foreign Military Financing aid to the

Philippine military and police should
be struck altogether from future U.S.
budget allocations.
Congress should go a step further
and study the effect of such agreements
between the U.S. and the Philippines,
such as the Mutual Defense Treaty,
Visiting Forces Agreement and
Enhanced Defense Cooperation
Agreement. These provide the basis for
continued support to the Philippine
military in the first place, even when
these same state security forces are
implicated in the majority of extrajudicial killings and other human rights
violations. Moreover, these agreements
have been used to shield the U.S. military and its personnel from accountability for crimes committed in
Philippine territory, essentially subordinating Philippine sovereignty to U.S.
military interests. Is that really any different from Reagan’s justification for
his granting of asylum to a murderous
dictator?
Can the U.S. depart from over 100
years of colonial treatment of the
Philippines and instead deploy a framework of mutual respect, mutual benefit
and respect for national sovereignty?
Absent this, we should expect to birth
more puppet presidents and dictators
in the Philippines.
Rhonda Ramiro is the vice chair of
BAYAN-USA, an alliance of 20 Filipino
organizations in the U.S. Azadeh
Shahshahani (@ashahshahani) is legal
and advocacy director at Project South
and a past president of the National
Lawyers Guild.
—Huffington Post, February 23,
2018
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/
entry/opinion-ramiro-duterte-philippines_us_5a8f3c57e4b01e9e56b9cae1
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Israeli Army’s Lies
They can no longer salvage its image
By Jonathan Cook
March 6, 2018—It is has been a very
bad week for those claiming Israel has
the most moral army in the world.
Here’s a small sample of abuses of
Palestinians in recent days in which the
Israeli army was caught lying.
A child horrifically injured by soldiers was arrested and terrified into
signing a false confession that he was
hurt in a bicycle accident. A man who,
it was claimed, had died of tear-gas
inhalation was actually shot at pointblank range, then savagely beaten by a
mob of soldiers and left to die. And
soldiers threw a tear gas canister at a
Palestinian couple, baby in arms, as
they fled for safety during a military
invasion of their village.
In the early 2000s, at the dawn of
the social media revolution, Israelis
used to dismiss filmed evidence of brutality by their soldiers as fakery. It was
what they called “Pallywood”—a conflation of Palestinian and Hollywood.
In truth, however, it was the Israeli
military, not the Palestinians, who
needed to manufacture a more convenient version of reality.
Last week, it emerged, Israeli officials
had conceded to a military court that
the army had beaten and locked up a
group of Palestinian reporters as part of
an explicit policy of stopping journalists
from covering abuses by its soldiers.
Israel’s deceptions have a long history. Back in the 1970s, a young Juliano
Meir-Khamis, later to become one of
Israel’s most celebrated actors, was
assigned the job of carrying a weapons
bag on operations in the Jenin refugee
camp in the West Bank. When Palestinian
women or children were killed, he placed
a weapon next to the body.
In one incident, when soldiers playing around with a shoulder-launcher

fired a missile at a donkey, and the
12-year-old girl riding it, Meir-Khamis
was ordered to put explosives on their
remains.
That
occurred
before
the
Palestinians’ first mass uprising against
the occupation erupted in the late
1980s. Then, the defense minister
Yitzhak Rabin—later given a
Hollywood-style makeover himself as a
peacemaker—urged troops to “break
the bones” of Palestinians to stop their
liberation struggle.
The desperate, and sometimes selfsabotaging, lengths Israel takes to try to
salvage its image were underscored last
week when 15-year-old Mohammed
Tamimi was grabbed from his bed in a
night raid.
Back in December he was shot in
the face by soldiers during an invasion
of his village of Nabi Saleh. Doctors
saved his life, but he was left with a
misshapen head and a section of skull
missing.
Mohammed’s suffering made headlines because he was a bit-player in a
larger drama. Shortly after he was shot,
a video recorded his cousin, 16-yearold Ahed Tamimi, slapping a soldier
nearby after he entered her home.
Ahed, who is in jail awaiting trial,
was already a Palestinian resistance
icon. Now she has become a symbol
too of Israel’s victimization of children.
So, Israel began work on re-crafting
the narrative: of Ahed as a terrorist and
provocateur.
It emerged that a government minister, Michael Oren, had even set up a
secret committee to try to prove that
Ahed and her family were really paid
actors, not Palestinians, there to “make
Israel look bad.” The Pallywood delusion had gone into overdrive.

Last week events took a new turn as
Mohammed and other relatives were
seized, even though he is still gravely ill.
Dragged off to an interrogation cell, he
was denied access to a lawyer or parent.
Shortly afterwards, Israel produced
a signed confession stating that
Mohammed’s horrific injuries were
not Israel’s responsibility but wounds
inflicted in a bicycle crash.
Yoav Mordechai, the occupation’s
top official, trumpeted proof of a
Palestinian “culture of lies and incitement.” Mohammed’s injuries were
“fake news,” the Israeli media dutifully
reported.
Deprived of a justification for slapping an occupation soldier, Ahed can
now be locked away by military judges.
Except that witnesses, phone records
and hospital documentation, including
brain scans, all prove that Mohammed
was shot.
This was simply another of
Israellywood’s endless productions to
automatically confer guilt on
Palestinians. The hundreds of children
on Israel’s incarceration production
line each year have to sign confessions—or plea-bargains—to win jailsentence reductions from courts with
near-100 percent conviction rates.

It is more Franz Kafka than
Hollywood.
A second army narrative unraveled
last week. CCTV showed Yasin Saradih,
35, being shot at point-blank range
during an invasion of Jericho, then
savagely beaten by soldiers as he lay
wounded, and left to bleed to death.
It was an unexceptional incident. A
report by Amnesty International last
month noted that many of the dozens
of Palestinians killed in 2017 appeared
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to be victims of extra-judicial executions.
Before footage of Saradih’s killing
surfaced, the army issued a series of
false statements, including that he died
from tear-gas inhalation, received firstaid treatment and was armed with a
knife. The video disproves all of that.
Over the past two years, dozens of
Palestinians, including women and
children, have been shot in similarly
suspicious circumstances. Invariably
the army concludes that they were
killed while attacking soldiers with a
knife—Israel even named this period
of unrest a “knife intifada.”
Are soldiers today carrying a “knife
bag,” just as Meir-Khamis once carried
a weapons bag?
A half-century of occupation has
not only corrupted generations of teenage Israeli soldiers who have been
allowed to lord it over Palestinians. It
has also needed an industry of lies and
self-deceptions to make sure the consciences of Israelis are never clouded by
a moment of doubt—that maybe their
army is not so moral after all.
—CounterPunch, March 6, 2018
https://www.counterpunch.
org/2018/03/06/israeli-armys-lies-canno-longer-salvage-its-image/
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Beginner’s Guide to the Unrecognized Bedouin
Villages of Israel
By Aniqa Raihan
It’s no secret that there is an occupation happening in and around Israel.

Israel. I visited three villages to understand the effect of occupation.

Most people agree that the West
Bank and Gaza Strip have been occupied since 1967. Much less thought
and literature is dedicated to the treatment of Palestinians living inside modern-day Israel proper. I decided to
head over there and see for myself.

Be’er Sheva is the largest city in the
Negev desert. It is home to 205,000
people, about ten percent of whom are
Palestinian citizens of Israel.

It is commonly believed that
Palestinian citizens of Israel—officially
known as Arab Israelis—enjoy full
equality in the Jewish State. There are
Arab members of parliament, the Arab
population in Israel has been growing
steadily for decades, and the Arab cultural scene is thriving in places like
Haifa. While all of these statements are
true, Palestinians insist that occupation still exists inside the state of Israel,
and nowhere is that fact more apparent
than in the unrecognized Bedouin villages of the Negev desert.
Before the creation of modern
Israel, the Negev desert, which constitutes the southern half of the country,
was almost entirely populated by Arab
Bedouins. Nearly 90 percent fled during the Nakba of 1948. Eleventhousand Bedouins remained, a population which has now grown to over
200,000.

Originally founded in 4,000 BCE,
Be’er Sheva has been at times a Bedouin
encampment, part of the Ottoman
Empire, and now, the fourth most
populous metropolitan center in Israel.
It is a thriving college town, a growing
tech hub, and interestingly, the chess
capital of the world.
Less than five miles away are unrecognized villages where people live in
tents and tin shacks.
The largest of the unrecognized villages is Wadi an-Na’am. It was established in the 1950s by internally displaced Bedouins from surrounding
villages who’d been forcibly removed
from their homes and lands, but it’s
never been officially recognized.
In the 1970s, Israel built Neot
Hovav, the country’s primary toxic
waste disposal facility, in Wadi anNa’am. Since its establishment, the
facility has experienced frequent accidents, fires, explosions, and leaks,
resulting in birth defects and longterm health problems in the Bedouin
community.

Of the Bedouins still living in the
Negev, half live in government-designated towns and cities, much like
Native reservations in the United
States, and the other half live in unrecognized villages. The Bedouin are
Israeli citizens, but because their villages aren’t formally recognized by the
state, they have no access to state services including water, electricity, telephones, sewage systems, and roads.

The village is also surrounded by military firing zones, where the Israeli Defense
Forces carry out military drills and trainings using live ammunition. Unexploded
shells are often left behind from these
exercises. The last accident killed two
children aged eight and ten.

Today, the unrecognized villages of
the Negev desert have the highest
unemployment and poverty rates in

This plant generates electricity for
Be’er Sheva and surrounding localities,
but not for Wadi an-Na’am or the 45

An electric power plant is clearly
visible from the village.

other unrecognized villages like it.
People in the villages depend instead
on an inconsistent combination of
solar panels and generators. Adalah, a
human rights and legal organization,
currently has three open cases regarding elementary schools in Wadi anNa’am that lack electricity.

Relocation
Israel recently announced its intention to relocate the residents of Wadi
an-Na’am to the nearby town of Segev
Shalom. The villagers oppose this plan
because it would destroy their agrarian
lifestyle. In 2015 the Association for
Civil Rights in Israel presented two
alternative options, both of which
would allow the villagers to maintain
their way of life, but the relocation will
move forward as originally proposed.
I also visited Umm al-Hiran, an
unrecognized village on the verge of
demolition. Like Wadi an-Na’am,
Umm al-Hiran was established in the
1950s by order of the Israeli military
governor as part of a state-sanctioned
effort to relocate and concentrate the
Bedouin. Half of the village was briefly
granted recognition in 2008, but the
decision was reversed two years later.

At 3:00 A.M. on January 18, 2017,
Israeli police arrived at Umm al-Hiran
to conduct home demolitions. A local
teacher named Yacoub Abu Al-Qia’an
got in his car and began to drive away,
but was shot at by the police.
One of the bullets hit his right knee,
causing him to lose control of his
vehicle and accelerate into a group of
officers. One officer was killed, as was
Yacoub. Israeli authorities initially
declared him a terrorist connected to
ISIS, but retracted when video evidence surfaced proving that he was
shot before his car accelerated.
A memorial stands at the scene of
the shooting.
And finally, I visited the most notorious of the unrecognized villages, alAraqib. This village, which was once
home to 600 people, has been demolished 119 times. Now, only five tents
and a tribal cemetery remain. There are
more graves than villagers.
Amazingly, the demolitions aren’t
even the worst part: Perhaps the most
unsettling aspect of this years-long tragedy is the government’s demand that

the residents of al-Araqib pay for the
cost of demolishing their homes.
I have been part of the movement
for Palestinian justice for a year-and-ahalf now. I have spent hundreds of
hours reading about the blockade of
Gaza, the murders of Mahmoud
Shaalan and Rachel Corrie, the intifadas, the checkpoints, the BDS movement, and more, but I was still shocked
by what I saw in the Negev desert. The
Bedouin are continually displaced and
disenfranchised by the state—and too
often, they are also erased from the
mainstream Palestinian narrative.
This is occupation, pure and simple,
and it is 70 years past time the world
recognizes it.
Aniqa Raihan is a former Next Leader
at the Institute for Policy Studies and a
past member of Students for Justice in
Palestine at George Washington
University. She’s currently traveling in
Israel-Palestine.
—Foreign Policy In Focus, November
16, 2017
http://fpif.org/beginners-guideunrecognized-villages-israel/

Demolition
The state has marked Umm al-Hiran
as the site of a future Jewish development to be called Hiran, a project that
necessitates the demolition of the entire
village. Residents filed appeals and
fought back in court, but in 2015, the
Supreme Court of Israel rejected a petition to prevent demolition of the village. Construction was briefly halted
following protests led by Adalah, but is
expected to continue soon.
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White Monopoly Capital
New York Times joins campaign to purge the term, “White Monopoly Capital” in South Africa
By Glen Ford
The New York Times, the world’s
premier journalistic purveyor of a
“fake,” imperial, and profoundly white
capitalist world view—masquerading
as all the news that’s fit to print—
wants us to believe that a now-bankrupt London-based public relations
firm is behind South Africa’s regimeshaking debate over the rule of “white
monopoly capital.”

off racial tensions through a furtive
campaign built on Twitter bots, hatefilled websites and speeches…pushing
a highly toxic narrative, namely that
whites in South Africa had seized
resources and wealth while they
deprived Blacks of education and jobs,”
reporter David Segal wrote. “The message was popularized with an incendiary phrase, ‘white monopoly capital.’”

It’s an amazing claim, that could
only be put forward with a straight face
by an institution marinated in centuries of white supremacy, whose operatives can perceive only fellow white
hands and minds as makers of history—or even coiners of useful terms.

According to the Times, “white
monopoly capital,” “a phrase that for
years had been confined to left-wing
academic circles, was suddenly
unavoidable.”

In a February 4 business section
article titled, “How Bell Pottinger, P.R.
Firm for Despots and Rogues, Met Its
End in South Africa,” the Times fingered the British public relations outfit
as the culprit that popularized the
belief that “white monopoly capital”
must be overthrown to complete the
unfinished South African revolution. Bell Pottinger worked for the
Gupta brothers, three businessmen
from India that are widely believed to
have corruptly “captured” the government of President Jacob Zuma for their
own enrichment. The Guptas are
reportedly divesting much of their vast
South African holdings, having lost
control of the ruling African National
Congress leadership to the faction led
by Cyril Ramaphosa, the labor leader
turned wealthy multinational corporate shareholder.
The Times claims the Guptas and
their public relations firm set these
events in motion by injecting the concept of “white monopoly capital” into
the debate, thus poisoning the political
dialogue, in the Times’ view. By 2017,
Bell Pottinger “stood accused of setting
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That’s utter nonsense. The term
“white monopoly capital,” in those
precise words or essential meaning, has
been central to the South African political conversation since before Nelson
Mandela was imprisoned in 1962. The
demand for majority control of the
nation’s land and major industries was
articulated in the anti-apartheid movement’s seminal political document,
the Freedom Charter of 1955:
“The national wealth of our country, the heritage of all South Africans,
shall be restored to the people;
The mineral wealth beneath the soil,
the banks and monopoly industry
shall be transferred to the ownership
of the people as a whole….”

It is an indisputably socialist document directly addressing the white capitalist monopoly on power. Although
the honchos of the ruling party, the
ANC, have betrayed its principles, in
practice, at every juncture since the fall
of apartheid in the early Nineties, the
entirety of South African political leadership is still compelled to give lip service to the Charter and its embedded
demands. The Brits that ran Bell
Pottinger worked for the Gupta brothers, but their political client was
President Jacob Zuma, then leader of

the ANC, who needs no spin-doctor or
“Twitter bots” to articulate his public
position on “white monopoly power.”
“The minority dominates land.
That’s why we are saying there is a
monopoly. It is not insult,” said Zuma,
in an interview with South African
television, last year. “It is a fact, it’s not
manufactured. We are telling the truth.
We fought; they took everything, political power, which we now have. They
took economical power and land. Let
us take the mines, companies who
dominate in mines, few are benefiting.
You will find the same companies in
charge. That means they are dominating. They are monopolizing, they are
not Black.
“You have companies that are white,
they start from big commodities to the
broom, they are monopolies, they
should be called by what they practice.
There is monopoly capital and in South
Africa it is white. Because of our history it does have a color and it is
white,” Zuma said.
The political crisis in South Africa
derives from the failure of Zuma and the
leadership of the ANC to actually
oust white monopoly capital from the
commanding heights of the economy,
after nearly a quarter century in nominal power. Instead, they have fatted a
new class of Black bourgeoisie, most of
them ANC-connected, as junior partners with the white monopolists through
the government’s Black Economic
Empowerment policies. Most notable
among these nouveau Black capitalists
is Cyril Ramaphosa, former president of
the ANC, and successor to Zuma.
Ramaphosa was once leader of the
mine workers union, but became one
of the richest men in South Africa, with
assets estimated at $450 million, thanks
to his alliance with the multinational

corporate mine owners. Ramaphosa is
widely believed to have given the green
light for police to massacre 34 striking
workers at the Marikana mine operated by the Lonmin conglomerate, of
which he was a director, in 2012.
Ramaphosa and a majority of the
current members of the ANC’s executive committee now claim that “white
monopoly capital” is “no longer part of
the party’s lexicon,” although the
issue remains hotly contested and factionalized. Ramaphosa was last year
reported to have “criticized the use of
the phrase ‘white monopoly capital’ and
said it was an invention of a highly paid
public relations company to ‘protect
their clients’ accused of state capture.”
Thus, the New York Times is running the same line as Ramaphosa, the
darling of the multinational corporations that were incensed at having to
share access to Zuma’s presidency with
the intrusive (and Brown) Gupta
brothers. Under Ramaphosa, their
absolute monopoly on the state’s attentions will no doubt be restored.
Joel Netshitenzhe, a Ramaphosa
ally on the ANC national executive
committee, said, “the phenomenon of
monopoly capital is a global one and
manifests itself differently. In that context, it would therefore not be correct
to characterize ours simply as white
monopoly capital. That relationship
would apply whether its Japanese,
Indian, white or whatever category you
can think about,” he said.
Apparently, the global system created by white monopolists—and still
dominated by them, in South Africa
and around the planet—loses its essential, racialized character when darker
capitalists throw some money in the
game. Supposedly, the same transformation occurs when one mixes in a
gaggle
of
Black
Economic
Empowerment program beneficiaries.
Voila! Racial capitalism eliminated!
Even if nothing changes in the lives of
the masses of people.

The torrential flows of capital out of
South Africa and the rest of the continent are the legacy of centuries of colonial and imperial extraction by a system that invented white supremacy to
justify its existence. It still exists—and
its impact on Black people on the
ground in South Africa remains profoundly racialized.
Zuma’s successors are scrambling to
shed their old vocabularies. An exhaustive article by Christopher Malikane,
an associate professor of economics, at
Wits University, shows that the term
“white monopoly capital” was never
“confined to left-wing academic circles” in South Africa, but rather was an
integral element of political speech
among movers and shakers in all three
prongs of the Tripartite Alliance that
has ruled South Africa since 1994: the
ANC, the South African Communist
Party, and the labor federation,
COSATU. Lowly professors and activists like Malikane were also quite at
home with the term, long before the
London public relations firm is said to
have “invented” it. Malikane dug up
one of his old papers from 2002, and
found that it was “replete with the concept white monopoly capital.”
He documents the term’s presence
in a 2012 joint report of the South
African Communist Party and
COSATU:
“The two allies resolved to stand
shoulder-to-shoulder, together with
the ANC, in the struggle to deepen
our national democratic revolution,
to end the national oppression of
the majority, the super-exploitation
of workers by white monopoly capitalism and the triple oppression
faced by women, in order to create a
new non-racial, non-sexist, democratic and prosperous South Africa.”

Further back in time, Malikane
finds the offending term in an address
by labor federation chief Blade
Nzimande, in 1997:
“The call for only organized
workers to make sacrifices, without

calling for the same from white
monopoly capital, is essentially a
reactionary call for the maintenance
of the super-exploitation of the
Black working class.”

South African Premier Mbhazima
Shilowa, speaking to a Black Economic
Empowerment strategy lunch in 2006,
said:
“As I have indicated in the past,
we need to send a clear message that
the time for white monopoly capital to pay lip service to economic
transformation and empowerment,
especially for women, is past and
will not be rewarded in Gauteng.”

And former COSATU General
Secretary Zwelinzima Vavi, at a 2005
Special Congress of the South African
Communist Party:
“Economic power is still in the
hands of white monopoly capital.
The aspirant and vocal Black bourgeoisie remains numerically small
and depends heavily on the state and
white business for its survival.”

Clearly, “white monopoly capital”
did not fall out of use as a staple term
of the South African political class.
Rather, the term is in the process of
being purged at the behest of multinational (dare we say “white?”) capital.
Fortunately, the leadership of the
African National Congress can no longer dictate politics in South Africa. The
insurgent Economic Freedom Fighters,
which has been building an electoral
challenge to the ANC from the left
since 2013, has no problem with the
term “white monopoly capital.” Neither
does Irvin Jim, head of NUMSA, the
nation’s largest union. White monopoly capital is real, and reproduces itself:
“The stranglehold of a small
number of white monopoly capitalists over the great bulk of our country’s wealth and resources is based
on colonial dispossession and promotes racial oppression. This concentration of wealth and power perpetuates the super-exploitation of
millions of Black workers.”
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Back in 2014, predating Bell
Pottinger’s contract with President
Zuma, Irvin Jim spoke to the historical
realities of South Africa:
“Basically you have white
monopoly capital, corporate multinationals and the white population
who dominate the South African
economy. The freedom charter in
this case is very clear. It says mineral
wealth, the soil, banks and monopoly industries must be transferred to
the ownership of the people as a
whole. That is the cornerstone for
non-racialism and non-sexism. To
leave the existing economic conditions intact is basically to allow racial
supremacy to continue.”

Which is the deal that President-tobe Cyril Ramaphosa has reaffirmed
with his mentors and patrons among
the white monopoly capitalists. Perhaps
he will make similar arrangements with
Japanese and Indian capitalists, as well,
as their numbers increase, but that will
not alter the racialized nature of
the system as experienced by the South
African people.
South Africa is, perhaps, unique, in
that it is a non-liberated country whose
broad political discourse is saturated
with Marxist language. Even the operatives of the oppressor, like Cyril
Ramaphosa, who calls himself a “committed socialist,” speak “Marxian.”
The term “white monopoly capital”
speaks to the reality of South African
political economy. It will not be erased
from that nation’s vocabulary by order
of the next president, or the New York
Times.
—Black Agenda Report, February 6,
2018
https://blackagendareport.com/nytjoins-campaign-purge-term-whitemonopoly-capital-south-africa
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Shadow Armies
The unseen, but real U.S. war in Africa
By Ramzy Baroud
There is a real—but largely concealed—war, which is taking place
throughout the African continent. It
involves the United States, an invigorated Russia and a rising China. The
outcome of the war is likely to define
the future of the continent and its
global outlook.
It is easy to pin the blame on U.S.
President Donald Trump, his erratic
agenda and impulsive statements. But
the truth is, the current U.S. military
expansion in Africa is just another step
in the wrong direction. It is part of a
strategy that had been implemented a
decade ago, during the administration
of President George W. Bush, and
actively pursued by President Barack
Obama.
In 2007, under the pretext of the
“war on terror,” the U.S. consolidated
its various military operations in Africa
to establish the United States Africa
Command (AFRICOM). With a starting budget of half-a-billion dollars,
AFRICOM was supposedly launched
to engage with African countries in
terms of diplomacy and aid. But, over
the course of the last ten years,
AFRICOM has been transformed into
a central command for military incursions and interventions.
However, that violent role has rapidly worsened during the first year of
Trump’s term in office. Indeed, there is
a hidden U.S. war in Africa, and it is
fought in the name of “counter-terrorism.”
According to a VICE News special
investigation, U.S. troops are now conducting 3,500 exercises and military
engagements throughout Africa per
year, an average of ten-per-day. U.S.
mainstream media rarely discusses this
ongoing war, thus giving the military

ample space to destabilize any of the
continent’s 54 countries as it pleases.
“Today’s figure of 3,500 marks an
astounding 1,900 percent increase
since the command was activated less
than a decade ago, and suggests a
major expansion of U.S. military activities on the African continent,” VICE
reported.
Following the death of four U.S.
Special Forces soldiers in Niger on
October 4, U.S. Secretary of Defense,
James Mattis, made an ominous declaration to a Senate committee: these
numbers are likely to increase as the
U.S. is expanding its military activities
in Africa.
Mattis, like other defense officials in
the previous two administrations, justifies the U.S. military transgressions as
part of ongoing “counter-terrorism”
efforts. But such coded reference has
served as a pretense for the U.S. to
intervene in, and exploit, a massive
region with a great economic potential.
The old colonial “Scramble for
Africa” is being reinvented by global
powers that fully fathom the extent of
the untapped economic largesse of the
continent. While China, India and
Russia are each developing a unique
approach to wooing Africa, the U.S. is
invested mostly in the military option,
which promises to inflict untold harm
and destabilize many nations.
The 2012 coup in Mali, carried out
by a U.S.-trained army captain,
Amadou Haya Sanogo, is only one
example.
In a 2013 speech, then U.S. Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton cautioned
against a “new colonialism in Africa
(in which it is) easy to come in, take
out natural resources, pay off leaders
and leave.” While Clinton is, of course,
correct, she was disingenuously refer-

ring to China, not her own country.
China’s increasing influence in
Africa is obvious, and Beijing’s practices can be unfair. However, China’s
policy towards Africa is far more civil
and trade-focused than the militarycentered U.S. approach.

China in Africa
The growth in the China-Africa
trade figures are, as per a UN News
report in 2013, happening at a truly
“breathtaking pace,” as they jumped
from around $10.5 billion-per-year in
2000 to $166 billion in 2011. Since
then, it has continued at the same
impressive pace.
But that growth was coupled with
many initiatives, entailing many billions of dollars in Chinese credit to
African countries to develop badly
needed infrastructure. More went to
finance the “African Talents Program,”
which is designed to train 30,000
African professionals in various sectors.
It should come as no surprise, then,
that China surpassed the U.S. as
Africa’s largest trading partner in 2009.
The real colonialism, which Clinton
referred to in her speech, is, however,
under way in the U.S.’s own perception
and behavior towards Africa. This is
not a hyperbole, but in fact a statement
that echoes the words of U.S. President
Trump himself.
During a lunch with nine African
leaders last September at the UN,
Trump spoke with the kind of mindset
that inspired western leaders’ colonial
approach to Africa for centuries.

terrorism” partner to the list of countries whose citizens are banned from
entering the U.S.

A U.S. military path
Keeping in mind that Africa has 22
Muslim majority countries, the U.S.
government is divesting from any
long-term diplomatic vision in Africa,
and is, instead increasingly thrusting
further into the military path.
The U.S. military push does not
seem to be part of a comprehensive
policy approach, either. It is as alarming as it is erratic, reflecting the U.S.
constant over-reliance on military
solutions to all sorts of problems,
including trade and political rivalries.
Compare this to Russia’s strategic
approach to Africa. Reigniting old
camaraderie with the continent, Russia
is following China’s strategy of engagement (or in this case, re-engagement)
through development and favorable
trade terms.
But, unlike China, Russia has a
wide-ranging agenda that includes
arms exports, which are replacing U.S.
weaponry in various parts of the continent. For Moscow, Africa also has
untapped and tremendous potential as
a political partner that can bolster
Russia’s standing at the UN.
Aware of the evident global competition, some African leaders are now
laboring to find new allies outside the
traditional western framework, which
has controlled much of Africa since the
end of traditional colonialism decades
ago.

Soon after he invented the noneexistent country of ‘Nambia,’ Trump
boasted of his “many friends (who are)
going to your (African) countries trying to get rich.” “I congratulate you,”
he said, “they are spending a lot of
money.”

A stark example was the late
November visit by Sudan’s President
Omar al-Bashir to Russia and his highlevel meeting with President Vladimir
Putin. “We have been dreaming about
this visit for a long time,” al-Bashir told
Putin, and “we are in need of protection from the aggressive acts of the
United States.”

The following month, Trump added
Chad, his country’s devoted “counter-

The coveted “protection” includes
Russia’s promised involvement in

modernizing the Sudanese army.
Wary of Russia’s Africa outreach,
the U.S. is fighting back with a military
stratagem and little diplomacy. The
ongoing U.S. mini-war on the continent will push the continent further
into the abyss of violence and corruption, which may suit Washington well,
but will bring about untold misery to
millions of people.
There is no question that Africa is
no longer an exclusive western “turf,”
to be exploited at will. But it will be
many years before Africa and its 54
nations are truly free from the stubborn neocolonial mindset, which is
grounded in racism, economic exploitation and military interventions.
Dr. Ramzy Baroud has been writing
about the Middle East for over 20 years.
He is an internationally-syndicated columnist, a media consultant, an author
of several books and the founder of
PalestineChronicle.com. His latest book
is My Father Was a Freedom Fighter:
Gaza’s Untold Story (Pluto Press,
London).
—CounterPunch, January 11, 2018
https://www.counterpunch.
org/2018/01/11/shadow-armies-theunseen-but-real-us-war-in-africa/

U.S. troops are
now conducting
3,500 exercises and
military
engagements
throughout Africa
per year, an average of ten-per-day.
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ENVIRONMENT

Invasive Species
What is the real story on “invasive species,” and what to do about it?
By Chris Kinder
First of all, there is absolutely no
doubt that every single specie that has
ever existed on this planet Earth (and,
dare I say, on any other planet as well)
has changed the environment. That is
what they do. Noxious atmosphere on
Earth was changed into an oxygen rich
atmosphere by single-celled organisms
and algae. This changed the environment, and led to eons of evolution in
which oxygen-dependent species continued to change their environment,
each in their own way.
Fast forward to today, and remember, “today” is just the smallest “blip”
in the geological record. Today,
humans have changed the environment in fundamental ways, which are
not related in any way to the evolution
of the human species, or to their need

for survival (which of course is essential for all species.) It is instead related
to the class division of the human race
into oppressors and oppressed.
Of course this started out in a much
more friendly fashion than the obnoxious, warlike conflict-ridden society
that we have today. Agriculture evolved
out of peaceful communities who
sought to improve their prospects for
survival. But this development, while
creating a previously unheard of surplus product, also created the first ruling class.
The surplus product from agriculture created class division, starting with
the domination of men over women.
This, in turn, also caused the desertification of what is now called the Middle
East. Big change in the environment.

Ok, when are we going to get to modern times, you ask? The class division
within humans has now led to unprecedented exploitation, both of the working
class and of nature. This exploitation
VASTLY exceeds anything remotely
similar to the effects of earlier species’
effects on the environment. There is
absolutely NOTHING “natural” about
the current effects of humanity on
nature! That is because human society
under class-divided society has absolutely nothing in common with the basic
original nature of humanity, which is
that we evolved as a community.
Today’s humans exist only because
we evolved, in our final (i.e., Homo
Sapien) stages, as a community. The
use of fire, the division of labor, the art
of language, and the final big-brain
development, all depended on a human
community, acting together, and without any class division. This is our real
history, going back at least 70,000
years, if not much more.
What does today’s class-divided
society have to do with this? Class society is a fundamental distortion of our
evolution as a species! And it is very
short-lived, very recent, and very
destructive of both humans and the
rest of nature!
And the present-day human society’s destruction of the Earth’s environment, including its rampant and
uncontrolled introduction of many
invasive species into environments
into which they never evolved naturally, is just one of many abominations of
the current exploitative system known
as capitalism.
The present-day “invasive species”
question is an outgrowth of the explo-
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sion of capitalist and pre-capitalist
invasion of the “New World.” With the
“discovery” (so-called) of the New
World by Cristobal Columbo, precapitalist, mercantile empires of Spain,
France, Denmark, Portugal and Britain
opened up trade routes which had
never before been imagined. And this
ushered in a tsunami of new products
into Europe, such as coffee, tobacco,
and the potato, for instance, among
many others. This was by far the biggest transfer of species of plants and
animals between continents in the history of the world up to that point.
Most of this was OK, I think, except
for the fact that European colonizers
transferred diseases that wiped out
most native Americans! H-m-m, does
this count as “invasive species?” Or
does it count as another example of
class oppression? Or both? I think this
is a window into the present day issue
of “invasive species.”
Invasive species today are a takeoff
from these historic examples, because
they are both products of class oppression and exploitation, and also a product of the degeneration of the current
capitalist society into a miasma of
destruction of virtually everything. This
degeneration grows exponentially with
the relentless expansion of capitalism.
Hence we have examples such as:
1. The fact that aggressive invasive
species are routinely transported
across the globe in the bilges of
huge ships, never seen before
about a hundred years ago, resulting in destructive attacks on native
ecosystems which never would
have happened were it not for the
invention of capitalist imperialist
excessive trade systems.
2. The fact that the Asian Carp now
infests the rivers in the Mid-West,
which requires barriers to be built
to keep it from infesting the Great
Lakes, which if it happens would
destroy the native fisheries there.

3. The fact that in the Hawaiian
Island of Maui, the importation
of mongoose from India by capitalist landowners intending to
obliterate the rats in the sugar
plantations (which still occupy
central Maui,) has now resulted
in the obliteration not of the rats,
but of all the birds in the rain forest areas of Maui along the Northeastern coast. A rain forest without birds? The Mongoose, which
are awake in the day, failed to kill
any rats, which are nocturnal.
Instead, the Mongoose ate the
eggs out of the birds’ nests, resulting in the death of ALL the birds
in the rain forest! Mongoose continue to inhabit Maui (eating
other things, having already eliminated birds eggs.) This was a
human-caused disaster.
These are just a small sampling of
“invasive species” disasters.
My conclusion: capitalism is a
human-caused disaster, and invasive
species are a symptom of that. Invasive
species cannot be treated as “natural”
in any sense, because they are the result
of an entirely UNnatural development,
that being the social evolution of the
human species into a class-divided
monstrosity of a society which, in evolutionary terms, was originally a communal grouping of peaceful, intelligent
beings.

society which must be overthrown...by
humans like us.
—January 18, 2018

Class society is a
fundamental
distortion of our
evolution as a
species! And it is
very short-lived,
very recent, and
very destructive of
both humans and
the rest of nature!

Now, that society no longer exists,
does it? And the intelligent beings?
What is left of them must deal with
capitalist oppression, and all its manifestations, including that of “invasive
species.”
Humans seeking to correct their
present descent into the Hades of never-ending war and exploitation must
seek a socialist answer, and, along the
way, also must see that the invasive
species problem is a (hopefully correctable, at least in some cases) symptom
of a human-dominated, class-divided
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Climate Hero Gets Three Years in Prison
Climate hero, Michael Foster, gets three-year prison sentence for shutting down Tar Sands Pipeline
By Jessica Corbett
Michael Foster, the valve turner
who temporarily halted the flow of tar
sands oil in TransCanada’s Keystone
pipeline in October 2016, called for
future actions to address the global
climate crisis before he headed to prison, where he is expected to serve at
least a year of his three-year sentence.
“It doesn’t matter if I’m sitting in
jail. What matters is stopping the pollution,” Foster, a 53-year-old mental
health
counselor
from
Seattle, declared after his sentencing in
North Dakota on Tuesday.
“If other people don’t take action,
mine makes no difference,” he continued. “And if they don’t, the planet
comes apart at the seams. The only way
what I did matters is if people are stopping the poison.”
Although others who participated in
the multi-state #ShutItDown action two
years ago have been allowed to present a
“necessity defense”—or argue they believed
their act was “necessary to avoid or minimize a harm” that was “greater than the
harm resulting from the violation of the
law”—Judge Laurie A. Fontaine reject-
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ed such a defense for Foster and Sam
Jessup, who filmed Foster’s action and
received a two-year deferred prison sentence with supervised probation.
Outside the court, Dr. James
Hansen—who has been called “the
father of modern climate change
awareness” and was barred from testifying during the trial last year—said
the public is generally unaware of the
need to urgently address the climate
crisis, emphasizing that we are entering
“the age of consequences” for burning
fossil fuels. “Michael Foster isn’t a
criminal,” Hansen added, “he’s a hero.”
The decision to sentence Foster to
prison time was decried by other climate activists, including fellow valve
turner Emily Johnston, who pointed
out the lack of legal consequences for
environmental degradation caused by
the fossil fuel industry:
“No word on when TransCanada and
the others will be tried for crimes against
humanity. But they will be—the only
question is whether we can get them to
pay damages before they declare bankruptcy and disappear.#ClimateTrial”

“TransCanada and the State of
North Dakota had both pushed for a
harsh sentence to deter other climate
activists (the prosecution recommended five years),” according to a statement released Tuesday by Climate
Direct Action, which launched the
#ShutItDown action. Foster faced a
maximum penalty of 21 years in prison, but is expected to only serve one
year and then to be released on probation.
“I made a decision to commit civil
disobedience to defend my family tree
and yours, knowing that there is no
government, no politician, no corporation on planet right now putting forward a plan to defend life as we know
it,” Foster also said Tuesday. “My kids
and yours won’t survive this mess if we
don’t clean up all this.”
—Common Dreams, February 6,
2018
https://www.commondreams.org/
news/2018/02/06/climate-hero-getsthree-year-prison-sentence-shuttingdown-tar-sands-pipeline

Environmental Racism
EPA scientists find Black communities disproportionately hit by pollution
By Miranda Green
A study conducted by Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) scientists
found that minority and poorer communities are disproportionately affected by air pollution relative to the overall population.
The findings by five EPA scientists,
published Thursday, February 22, 2018
in the American Journal of Public
Health, found that when looking at
areas most affected by particulate air
emissions, like soot, there were large
disparities between communities differentiated by color and social strata.
African-Americans faced the highest impact, with the community facing
a 54 percent higher health burden
compared to the overall population,
the study found. Non-white communities overall had a 28 percent higher
health burden and those living under
the poverty line had a 35 percent higher burden.
The report cited historical racism
and economic inequality as major factors for the disparity due to the locations of facilities emitting particulate
pollution, and used that knowledge as
the basis for the study.
The scientists concluded that measuring a community’s impact solely on
their socioeconomics may not be sufficient, as it found that AfricanAmericans are more affected by air
pollution than the impoverished.

ery they cause,” Fields said in a statement. “Locating polluting facilities in
low-income neighborhoods and communities of color means that people
with marginalized identities experience
more asthma, a greater likelihood of
heart attacks, even premature death.”
Numerous studies have linked the
effects of air pollution to negative
health impacts including asthma.
EPA’s website states Particulate Matter
Pollution is linked to premature death
in people with heart or lung disease,
irregular heartbeats and decreased lung
function.
However, the Trump administration has moved to rollback a number
of environmental regulations linked to
decreasing air pollution and particulate matter in the air including changes
to the Clean Air Act and the Clean
Power Plan (CPP).
In March, a key environmental justice leader at EPA, who helped found
the agency’s environmental justice
office during the early 1990s, resigned
amid the White House’s budget proposal to dismantle such programs.
In October, the EPA formally proposed scrapping the monumental

Obama-era CPP, which aimed to
reduce emissions from the power sector. At the end of January this year, the
administration announced it would be
ending a key part of the Clean Air Act
known as the “once-in always-in” policy, which regulated major sources of
hazardous air pollutants. Under the
agency’s new interpretation of the law,
coal-fired plants were downgraded to
“area sources.”
—The Hill, February 23, 2018
http://thehill.com/policy/energyenvironment/375289-epa-scientistsfind-emissions-greater-impact-lowincome-communities

...people of color and
people with limited
means have been grossly
taken advantage of by
polluters who don’t care
about the misery they
cause...

The study also found that the disparities held nationally and across
states and counties.
Leslie Fields, director of Sierra
Club’s environmental justice program,
called the results “a travesty.”
“This report illustrates how people
of color and people with limited means
have been grossly taken advantage of by
polluters who don’t care about the mis-
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INCARCERATION NATION

Women Behind Bars
Efforts to decrease prison populations are leaving women behind
By Victoria Law
Anastazia Schmid has spent the past
17 years behind bars in Indiana. During
that time, she’s seen firsthand the
impacts of changes and trends within
the state’s prison system—and the ways
in which criminal legal reform efforts
continue to leave women behind bars.

in the alarming national trend, few
people know what’s happening in their
own states,” the report noted.
“Examining these state trends is critical
for making the state-level policy choices that will dictate the future of mass
incarceration.”

Schmid, who has spent many of
these years studying mass incarceration
as well as Indiana’s history of female
incarceration, isn’t surprised. “It has
been easy to disregard, really not even
have anyone notice, this astronomical
increase in female prisoners when
women have completely been left out
of any major criminal justice discourse
in recent times, particularly public discussions,” she wrote in an email to
Truthout.

Fewer diversions and lengthy
sentences for women

Indiana is one of eight states where
the women’s prison population continues to grow even as the men’s prison
population has declined, according to
“The Gender Divide: Tracking
Women’s State Prison Growth,” a
recent report by the Prison Policy
Institute. Between 2009 and 2015,
Indiana’s rate of men’s incarceration
dropped by six percent while women’s
incarceration increased by one percent.
Other states have even more extreme
disparities. In Michigan, between 2009
and 2015, the number of men in state
prisons dropped eight percent while
the number of women in prisons
increased 30 percent. Texas reduced its
male prison population by 6,000, but
increased the number of women by
1,100. In 19 other states, the rate of
women’s incarceration grew faster than
that of their male counterparts.
“Women have become the fastestgrowing segment of the incarcerated
population, but despite recent interest
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Why the contrast? The report offers
a few hypotheses. On the front end,
fewer diversion programs, or programs
that offer alternatives to incarceration,
are offered to women. The report
points to Wyoming, where young men
facing their first prison sentence can
instead be sentenced to six months at a
state-run boot camp, a rigorous alternative-to-incarceration similar to a
military boot camp. However, no similar option exists for women, leaving no
alternative but years in prison for the
same conviction.
In Oklahoma, which continues to
lead the nation in women’s incarceration and where the women’s prison
population is outpacing that of men’s
prisons, the Department of Corrections
recently instituted a diversion program
for women facing nonviolent charges in Tulsa and Oklahoma Counties.
The program may keep some women
out of prison moving forward, but
doesn’t apply retroactively to the 3,082
women already behind bars.
In addition to fewer diversions,
women may also lack the information
necessary to plead to a lesser charge and
a shorter prison sentence. D’Adre
Cunningham has worked as a public
defender in Washington State for 15
years. Now the lead attorney at the
Incarcerated Parents Project, she noted
that during her time as a defense attor-

ney, many women facing violent charges
were in codefendant relationships, meaning that they were arrested and prosecuted alongside other people. Cunningham
compares their prosecution—and their
sentences—to those of women in federal
drug conspiracy cases who often know
the least—and thus have little to no
information to offer the prosecutor.
“Often, the [other] codefendant knows
more and can get a better deal,” she told
Truthout. “The least culpable, least
knowledgeable person ends up with
more time because they don’t have any
[information] to reduce their time.”
Domestic violence—and the accompanying coercion—plays a role in some
cases. Another exacerbating factor is
the erroneous notion that women are
less likely to be prosecuted to the same
extent as their male counterparts.
“There’s a mistaken belief by the male
partner that the girlfriend will get off
easier,” noted Cunningham. Once
convicted, Washington has mandatory
sentencing enhancements, which compounds long sentences and bloats the
prison population. This means that,
even if a smaller number of people are
entering the prison system, they’re
staying for longer periods of time. In
Washington, for example, 8,113 people
entered state prison in 2017; that same
year, 8,055 people left. According to a
Department of Corrections report to
the state Senate, the overall state prison
system is currently at 103 percent
capacity; the main women’s prison,
however, is at 127 percent capacity.

For women, petty offenses in prison can lead to more time
Once inside prison, women are likely to receive disciplinary tickets and
other sanctions for behaviors that are

ignored in men’s prisons. These sanctions decrease chances of parole or
other forms of earlier release (such as
earned good time).

friend. But this vagueness means that
courts are apt to look less favorably
upon reducing a prison sentence and
allowing a woman to go home earlier.

“This is particularly prevalent in the
state of Indiana,” wrote Schmid, who
has been in four different state prisons
and has seen little violence between
incarcerated women. This might be
why officers focus on pettier rules violations. “One thing that remains consistent, and I believe is partially because
there is so little violence within these
facilities, is the high charges and sanctions for petty internal offenses.” In
other words, incarcerated women are
often penalized for acts that are not
illegal outside prison walls.

These tickets for seemingly minor
infractions aren’t limited to Indiana.
Lauren Johnson, a Texas prisonerrights advocate who is formerly incarcerated, characterizes the reasons
behind disciplinary write-ups for
women as “petty and silly.” For instance,
after seeing the prison’s obstetrician,
Johnson noticed a dispenser for hand
sanitizer on the wall outside the medical office. “I reached out to use it and
the guard snapped, ‘You know that’s
not for you!’ and wrote me up for using
hand sanitizer,” she told Truthout.

“One of the main targeted areas for
sanctioning is ANY offense that is
deemed ‘sexual,’” she continued. But,
she explained, an action need not actually be sexual to incur a ticket. Any
form of physical contact, such as holding hands or giving someone a hug, can
result in a ticket which, in turn, can
take away a person’s good time or time
off for good behavior. Another common internal offense is possession of
contraband, which can range from
drugs or weapons to tobacco or unauthorized food items. “I recently
encountered a woman who has served
an additional two months in prison for
[possessing] tobacco,” she noted.
These internal charges reduce a person’s chance for a sentence reduction.
In Indiana, a person requesting a sentence reduction or modification must
send a progress report to the judge and
prosecutor as part of their request.
That progress report will list any and
all rules violations, but not the specific
details of that violation. “In other
words, all the court sees is ‘Class B violation: sex act’ or ‘possession of unauthorized contraband,’” says Schmid,
noting that there is no further elaboration as to whether the “sex act” was
actually two people hugging or if the
contraband was a burrito made by a

Cutting away the safety net
Women’s incarceration is also connected with the way in which supportive systems have diminished in recent
decades. For years, the cutting away of
Oklahoma’s social safety net has left
women with few options for survival,
causing their incarceration to balloon
into overcrowded prisons. In terms of
“poverty and opportunity” for women,
Oklahoma ranks among the country’s
bottom four states, according to the
Institute for Women’s Policy Research.
Nearly 29 percent of its employed
women are working low-wage jobs,
and women on average earn 80 cents
for every dollar earned by a man.
That’s still better than Texas, where
women earn 77.8 cents for every male
dollar and 29.9 percent of employed
women work in low-wage jobs. Texas
did not expand Medicaid eligibility,
leaving nearly 30 percent of its female
residents without health insurance in
2013. “Many people don’t have access
to healthcare or mental healthcare,”
said Johnson. She also noted that, during the last legislative session, the drop
in the male prison population allowed
the state to close four men’s prisons.
Kentucky is another state where the
growth in women’s incarceration out-

paced that of men’s. Nearly 20 percent
of the state’s women live below the
poverty line, a lower percentage than
Oklahoma or Indiana; additionally, 80
percent of women had health insurance in 2013. But that may change,
now that Kentucky Governor Matt
Bevin has overhauled Medicaid, imposing work requirements on some recipients, as well as monthly premiums.
Bevin also issued an executive order
ending the state’s Medicaid expansion if any part of his overhaul is struck
down by a court—a move that would
eliminate coverage for nearly 500,000
people. Research shows that poverty,
combined with lack of opportunity, is
often a pathway to prison; dismantling
the social safety net pushes even more
people down that pathway.
In Indiana, which boasts a women’s
prison population of over 2,382,
women outside of prison earn 75.6
cents for every male dollar; 31 percent
of women workers are in low-wage
jobs. This makes it even more difficult
for women to find the support they
need to stay out of prison.
“There needs to be more programs,”
said Brittany J., who was released from
an Indiana prison in 2016 to a county
with only one small women’s shelter
and few supports for formerly incarcerated women. “The state hospitals we
have are all gone,” she told Truthout.
“The government just says, ‘Lock ’em
up.’ I know women who have been to
prison six, seven times. A lot of people
don’t have support systems.”
At the same time, prison rules keep
formerly incarcerated women away
from the support networks they cultivate in prison. Brittany notes that the
Indiana Women’s Prison has numerous programs, including a well-respected college program. But once out,
women are cut off from those supports. “You can’t speak to them anymore,” she said. Prison rules prohibited Brittany’s college mentor from
communicating with her; the same
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goes for the various church volunteers
whom she had connected with through
their in-prison programs. This left
Brittany to navigate post-prison life on
her own. Those without support systems on the outside are at heightened
risk for re-incarceration.
“You need a support system,”
Brittany reflected. “It’s hard to do it by
yourself.”

Increasing women’s prison populations may lead to more women’s
prisons
In Washington State, which eliminated parole in 1984, the women’s
prison population has increased four
percent since 2009. The state’s two
women’s prisons have been overcrowded for years. The Washington
Correction Center for Women
(WCCW) is over capacity by more
than 200 people. The women there are
constantly at risk of being transferred
to the less-crowded (but still slightly
over capacity) Mission Creek
Corrections Center.
But the move can have long-lasting
consequences extending beyond their
time behind bars. This is what happened to V.R., a mother of five who has
spent nearly three years at WCCW. (She
asked that she only be identified using
her initials because her custody case is

ongoing.) To avoid having her parental
rights terminated, V.R. must participate
in reunification therapy. The prison
itself does not offer reunification therapy, so a licensed therapist must drive
the one-and-a-half hours from Seattle
to work with her. But in November
2017, V.R. was abruptly transferred to
Mission Creek, 30 miles (or roughly
half-an-hour) further from Seattle. The
therapist said that she was unable to
travel that far, and so the reunification
therapy sessions stopped. V.R. worries
that the family court judge will look
unfavorably on her inability to continue
the court-ordered therapy sessions
without considering the fact that the
transfer was beyond her control.
In Yakima County Jail in the eastern
part of the state women have no access
to programs where they can earn time
off their sentences, fulfill court mandates to reunite with their children or
develop skills to help with reentry.
Furthermore, the 150-mile distance
from Seattle means far fewer, if any, visits from children and family members.
Even then, the state’s women’s prisons remain at capacity. According to
its 2018 operating budget request, the
Department predicted a shortage of
185 beds in female prisons by 2021 and
229 beds by 2027. Noting that the state
currently has only two women’s pris-

ons, the Department plans to include
128 new beds for women in its upcoming 700-bed prison for adults with
mental illnesses built on a now-closed
juvenile detention center, and requested additional money to add another 16
beds to WCCW. (It also requested
funds to add 114 beds in minimumsecurity men’s prisons.)
Indiana is not planning to increase
prison beds for women anytime soon.
But, reflects Schmidt, this doesn’t
mean that incarcerated women should
continue to be ignored in decarceration efforts. “We need to address and
repair the systemic problems that foster crime: poverty, abuse, addiction,
mental illness, un/underemployment,
lack of [or] inadequate housing, food,
education, skills training,” she said.
Otherwise, she predicts that the numbers of women sent to jail and prison
will continue to grow.
“How many women do we need to
lock up before we do something to
change it?” Schmidt asked. “Do we
have to surpass the million mark like
men, in order to have large numbers of
women released from captivity, or
before powerful leaders take notice and
redeem the error of the system’s ways?”
Victoria Law is a freelance journalist
who focuses on the intersections of incarceration, gender and resistance. Her first
book, Resistance Behind Bars: The
Struggles of Incarcerated Women,
examines organizing in women’s jails and
prisons across the country. She writes regularly for Truthout and is a contributor to
the anthology Who Do You Serve, Who
Do You Protect? Her next book, co-written with Maya Schenwar, critically examines proposed “alternatives” to incarceration and explores creative and far-reaching solutions to truly end mass incarceration. She is also the proud parent of a New
York City high school student.
—Truthout, February 7, 2018
http://www.truth-out.org/news/
item/43465-efforts-to-decrease-prisonpopulations-are-leaving-women-behind
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Captive Capital
Haitian detainees are captive capital for private prison corporation
By Jemima Pierre
“When they cannot make more
money out of us, then they deport us
quickly.”
My first trip to the GEO Group’s
Adelanto Detention Center, the privately-run prison facility located deep
inland in Southern California’s San
Bernardino County, was to meet with a
Haitian asylum seeker, Mr. Clement.1
Mr. Clement had entered the U.S. from
Mexico and had been in detention for
nine months. Earlier that summer, he
participated in a hunger strike that
brought together Central American
and Haitian asylum seekers demanding
better treatment in Adelanto. It was
through this strike that he and some of
the other detained Haitian men had
garnered some attention. And through
a series of legal and activist connections—connections stretching from
local immigration rights organizers
through Florida, Haiti, and back to Los
Angeles—I heard of Mr. Clement and
faced, for the first time, the travesty of
detention for Haitian immigrants and
asylum seekers in Southern California.
Haitian immigrants and asylum
seekers are a growing population within detention centers all over the U.S.
Southwest. Numbers vary, but there
are estimates of thousands of noncriminal Haitians incarcerated, with
the largest population in Otay Mesa,
Arizona. Haitian migration to these
parts is relatively new, beginning with a
trickle arriving early 2016 to thousands
today. (Mr. Clement said that there
were about thirty to fifty other Haitian
men, as well as a small number of
Africans, detained in his jail block. He
was not sure of the numbers held in
other blocks, or of how many Haitian
women are being held in the women’s
wing of Adelanto.) This migration is
also unusual. It reflects a new pattern
for Haitian migrants, who originally

traveled the direct route over the
Caribbean Sea to the eastern U.S., and
settled in metropolitan centers such as
Miami and New York, cities with large
Caribbean and African immigrant
populations. This new pattern of
migration means a more than 7,000mile trek over land from Brazil through
South and Central America, into
Mexico and, finally, crossing one of the
borders into the U.S. Southwest.
Mr. Clement’s journey to the U.S.
was not an easy one. But his story is
similar to that of other Haitian migrants
in Southern California. He left Haiti
for the Dominican Republic and later
traveled to Brazil. He was in Brazil for
eight months, working odd jobs, barely
surviving. Life in Brazil was precarious
for Mr. Clement as it was for other
Haitian men and women. Brazil,
already known for its long history of
anti-Black racism, was almost unbearable for Haitians, who are perceived as
“too” Black, and often suffered racist
violence.2 Many Haitians have decided
to leave Brazil, risking their lives to
make the treacherous trek to the United
States where they have family. Similarly,
from Brazil, Mr. Clement traveled by
land through Peru, Ecuador, Columbia,
Panama, Costa Rica, Nicaragua,
Honduras, Guatemala, and Mexico.
The journey took more than three
months, interrupted by arrests (for
example, Nicaraguan officials arrested
Haitians on site and jailed them for
days) and a lack of funds. Occasionally,
Haitian migrants would claim to be
from an African country in order not
to be harassed by officials in some
Central American states. Mr. Clement
spoke of the difficulty of the journey
through Central America including
having friends and fellow travelers die
in the Columbian forests, drowning as
they crossed rivers, or being robbed by

local
bandits.
He
said
3
Honduras provided something of a
reprieve—a small community in
Choluteca became one of the first
groups to treat the Haitian travelers as
family. Tijuana was the only other
place in his travels where Mr. Clement
felt he was treated with kindness.
Mr. Clement spent more than a
month in Tijuana, waiting for an
appointment date from the Mexican
government to cross the border into
the U.S.4 When Mr. Clement finally
approached the San Ysidro border
crossing he was immediately arrested.
He was surprised to find that his initial
immigration interview was conducted
by a Haitian-American border patrol
officer—in Haitian Creole (kreyòl
ayisyen.) The officer was intimidating,
Mr. Clement said. He repeatedly
accused Mr. Clement of being a Haitian
gang member who was running away
from rivals, a claim Mr. Clement
denied. After Mr. Clement was processed he was sent to a small holding
cell. The cell was not meant for more
than three or four people but was
packed with at least thirty individuals.
The holding cell had no window or
bed. Most people slept sitting up while
some slept on mats. The prisoners
could not shower or brush their teeth.
They didn’t know how long migrants
were held there, but Mr. Clement
believed that it was around five days.
(Other Haitian migrants confirmed
these facts.) After those five days, they
were moved to actual jail cells in another prison—in San Diego (whose name
he and the others do not know.) After
three days there, the migrants and asylum seekers were put in prison jumpsuits, shackled with chains at the waist,
wrists, and ankles, and placed on a bus
for the more than six-hour drive to the
Adelanto Detention Center.
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Mr. Clement and his colleagues discussed their treatment in the U.S.—
from border guards to prison guards—
as condescending and inhumane and
they all stated that they were not expecting to be treated like criminals the
moment they crossed the border. They
described the humiliation of not being
able to use the toilet on the long bus
trip to Adelanto. Some people urinated
on themselves while others asked their
fellow prisoners to unzip their pants so
they could urinate where they sat.
The men described their monthslong stay at Adelanto as torture. The
men recounted being kept indoors
most of the time, and allowed outdoors
once a week but only for a very short
period. They were not allowed to sleep
more than a few hours at a time. For
example, when guards ordered the
inmates into their small rooms at 11:00
P.M., they had to wake up at 1:00 A.M.
for a “head count.” After ordering
everyone back to their rooms, the
guards woke them up again at 4:00 or
5:00 A.M. for breakfast. The lights in
the cells were never turned off—which,
according to one former Haitian
detainee, affected those on the top
bunks even more—and the detention
center was always freezing cold. In
addition, some of the Haitians complained of guards using racial slurs
against them, calling them “fucking
Blacks” and “Haitian trash.”
At Adelanto, Haitians have had
larger bond amounts (ranging anywhere from $15,000 to $50,000) placed
on them to secure their release than
immigrant prisoners elsewhere in the
U.S. And until recently, very few
Haitians have been able to bond out of
Adelanto and few have won their asylum cases. A colleague who currently
conducts research at Adelanto suggested that the denial rate for Haitian
asylum cases there was almost 100
percent. At the same time, despite the
denial rates, the asylum seekers are
forced to serve extended periods in
detention before their deportation. Mr.
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Clement spoke of Adelanto as “sucking
us dry.”
“I know that this prison is private
business, and that this body [he gestures to his chest] is worth $140-perday for Adelanto. So they hold us for
as long as they can. They give us
high bonds that we cannot pay. They
change our asylum hearing dates.
They even force those who do not
want asylum to claim asylum so they
can keep them longer. When they
cannot make more money out of us,
then they deport us quickly.”

Indeed, reporter Kate Morrissey
argued that as of November 2016,
“detaining Haitians…in immigration
holding facilities is costing American
taxpayers an estimated $379,380-perday.”5 That number is greater now.
Mr. Clement and some of his friends
describe a number of African immigrants and asylum seekers who, having
been detained for months without
hope, attempted suicide.
Compared to those coming from
Central America and Mexico, the
detention of Haitian migrants and asylum seekers in the U.S. Southwest is
When Haitian
relatively recent.6
migrants first began to appear at the
U.S.-Mexico border in small groups in
early 2016,7 they were allowed into the
U.S. through what is called a “humanitarian parole,” given a three-year temporary pass and released to family
members. However, by late September
2016, and as the numbers of immigrants and asylum seekers increased
exponentially, the Obama administration’s Department of Homeland
Security put new arrivals in “expedited
removal proceedings,” which means
that they could be—and were—
detained in prisons, especially if they
have asylum claims.
How did so many Haitian people
end up at the U.S.-Mexico border and,
ultimately, at the Adelanto Detention
Center and other facilities throughout
the U.S. Southwest? In the increasing
coverage given to this recent wave of

Haitian migrants, the story seems simple: Haitians traveled to Brazil under
humanitarian visas after the 2010
earthquake, and later were recruited to
Brazil as a cheap labor source while the
country prepared to host the 2014
World Cup and the 2016 Summer
Olympics. Since then, Brazil has been
beset by severe economic retrenchment, forcing many Haitians to leave
for the U.S.
Yet there is much more to this.
Migrants leave Haiti for economic reasons, but also because of gang-related
persecution, political instability,
domestic abuse, and extreme
homophobia.8 The country has also
suffered from a long history of foreign
military interventions, including ten
interventions by the U.S. since the end
of the nineteenth century. The U.S.
also occupied Haiti twice in the twentieth century, the longest being the nineteen-year military occupation from
1915-1934. Most recently, Haiti has
been under a militarized foreign occupation since February 2004, when the
U.S., Canada, and France sponsored a
coup d’état to oust its popularly elected
president, Jean Bertrand Aristide.9 The
coup d’état led to a short military occupation by U.S. forces, which was later
sanctioned by the United Nations
Security Council when they approved a
“peacekeeping” mission in Haiti.10 The
military wing of the mission was headed by Brazil for more than a
decade.11 The occupation of Haiti has
also added to the country’s political
instability, undermining Haitian
democracy and self-determination and
challenging sovereignty. It has also led
to massive suffering. In Fall 2010, not
long after the earthquake in January of
that year that killed hundreds-of-thousands of people, Nepalese troops
brought cholera to Haiti. It induced an
epidemic that has sickened more than
a million Haitians and killed between
10,000 and 30,000.12 Accountability
has not been forthcoming. The UN has
refused to admit its culpability and the

Haitian people have had no avenue for
redress.

This article previously appeared in
Boom California.

When we met, Mr. Clement was
preparing to present his asylum claim
before a U.S. immigration court housed
not far from the ICE offices within the
Adelanto facility. Immigration proceedings in detention centers are considered “administrative” matters and
are less formal than regular court proceedings. The usual rules of evidence
do not apply and the presiding judges
have substantial leeway in their interpretation of testimony and the assessment of asylum claims. Meanwhile, as
U.S. immigration policy dictates, he
can only receive legal representation at
his own expense; Mr. Clement was
forced to represent himself.

With gratitude to Peter James Hudson
for his brilliant and generous feedback.

Yet despite such terrible circumstances, Mr. Clement is one of the fortunate ones. With the help of a bond
fund13 established for the Adelanto
hunger strikers by a local organization,
volunteers were able to bond him out
of the detention center just before his
deportation hearing. A regular immigration judge on the outside—rather
than within Adelanto—will now hear
his asylum case, and Mr. Clement will
now have a more normal set of legal
proceedings. At the same time, he is
stuck within the U.S. criminal justice
system. He was bonded out on a
$17,000 bond with two ankle bracelets
(shackles produced by a subsidiary of
the GEO Group)—one for ICE, and
one for the bond company. The bond
company that collateralized his release
requires former detainees to pay a
$480.00 “activation fee” for the ankle
monitor, and $420.00-per-month service fee for as long as it takes for his
case to be resolved. Yet, as an asylum
seeker awaiting trial, Mr. Clement is
not allowed to seek employment to
cover this non-refundable fee, the
ankle monitor fee, or his day-to-day
living expenses.
Mr. Clement may be out of detention, but he is certainly not free.

1 All names of asylum seekers are pseudonyms.
2 “Haitian Immigrants Victims of Xenophobic Attacks in Brazil,” TeleSur, August 9, 2015,
https://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/Haitian-Immigrants-Victims-of-XenophobicAttacks-in-Brazil-20150809-0002.html
“‘It’s not because I’m Black, is it?’—As Haitian immigrants head to the south of Brazil,
racist tendencies arise as descendants of European immigrants turn their noses up”
“Black Women of Brazil,” May 29, 2015,
https://blackwomenofbrazil.co/2015/05/29/itsnot-because-im-black-is-it-as-haitian-immigrants-head-to-the-south-of-brazil-racist-tendencies-arise-as-descendants-of-european-immigrants-turn-their-noses-up/

3
Although, with pressure from the
United States, Honduras has begun arresting
Haitian migrants traveling through the country
http://www.hougansydney.com/whats-happening-in-haiti/more-than-100-haitian-migrantsarrested-in-honduras
4 It turns out that the Mexican government
does not allow all who want to cross the border
to the U.S. Instead, it passes out appointment
dates to cross. Most of these dates require the
Haitian (and other migrants) to spend at least
two weeks in Baja California.
5 Kate Morrissey, “Detaining Haitians awaiting deportation to hurricane-ravaged homeland
is not inexpensive,” San Diego Union Tribune,
November 11, 2016
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/
immigration/sd-me-haitian-cost-20161111-story.html
6 Of course, the U.S. has a long history of
detaining Haitian asylum seekers and migrants.
Two of the more notorious detention centers are
Krome Detention Center http://thepublicarchive.
com/?p=3362 and the U.S. naval base at Guantanamo Bay http://gitmomemory.org/timeline/
haitians-and-gtmo/ before it gained more notoriety as a maximum-security prison for purported suspects of the U.S. “War on Terror.” Both of
these detention centers have reputations for the
cruel treatment of Haitian immigrants.
7 Daniel González, “Migrants amassed at
U.S.-Mexico border unsure what’s next,” azcentral, December 13, 2016

http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/
border-issues/2016/12/13/thousands-haitianmigrants-amassed-us-mexico-border-unsurewhats-next/94688238/
8 There are also new impediments to social
life, including the recent Haitian government’s
new anti-LGBT posture http://www.haitilibre.
com/en/news-21838-haiti-politics-what-saythe-law-on-reputation-and-good-life-andmorals.html
9 Jemima Pierre, “Haiti: The Second Occupation,” The Black Scholar, August 14, 2015,
http://www.theblackscholar.org/haiti-the-second-occupation/
Anthony Fenton and Dru Oja Jay, “Ottawa’s
‘Secret Memo:’ Canada’s Role in Haiti’s February 2004 Coup d’Etat”
Global Research, February 26, 2013
https://www.globalresearch.ca/declassifyingcanada-in-haiti-canadian-officials-planned-military-intervention-weeks-before-haitiancoup/2225
“When Canada plotted to overthrow Haiti’s
government,” January 24, 2014
https://yvesengler.com/tag/ottawa-initiative/
10
According to Dady Chery, Haiti’s
UN mission is the only UN Chapter 7 force in a
country that is not at war. Chapter 7 of the UN
Charter gives the UN Security Council the
power to “determine the existence of any threat
to the peace” and take military and nonmilitary
action to “restore international peace and security.” Participating countries have boasted
about Haiti being a place where they could test
their police methods and military equipment for urban warfare on an unsuspecting
population”
“Ten Reasons Why UN Occupation of Haiti
Must End,” Haïti Liberté, April 19, 2017
https://haitiliberte.com/10-reasons-why-unoccupation-of-haiti-must-end/
11
Jemima Pierre, “Brazil’s Haitian
Training Ground,” Black Agenda Report, May 4,
2011
https://blackagendareport.com/content/brazil’s-haitian-training-ground
12
Gina Athena Ulysse, “30 Thousand
Haitian Lives Lost to U.N. Cholera,” HuffPost,
June 6, 2016,
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/gina-athenaulysse/30-thousand-haitian-lives_b_10299692.
html
13
https://cluela.nationbuilder.com/Adelanto
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From Retaliation to Torture in a Florida Prison
Unfit for Habitation (2018)
By Kevin “Rashid” Johnson

Inhumane conditions
Known today as Florida State Prison
(FSP) what was originally called
Florida’s East Unit was constructed in
1961, and included another institution
now known as Union Correctional
Institution.
Nearly 60 years old, FSP has been
poorly maintained with cellblocks unfit
for habitation.
During Florida’s sweltering summer
and autumn months the cells, lacking
air conditioning, become sweatboxes
infested with ants, spiders and huge
cockroaches, with black mold growing
on the ceilings. Rats frequent the cellblocks year round and all cells suffer
water leakage from faulty plumbing
and rainfall.
Paint peels from cell surfaces like
large open sores, exposing oily concrete and the rusted surfaces of metal
bunks, doors and fixtures.
During the cold months the cells
remain like refrigerators, so cold that
even with multiple layers of clothing
and bedding one finds it difficult to get
warm.
As I exposed in a recent article,1 this
condition is caused by the large cell
windows’ metal shutters having
become so warped that they don’t close
and therefore admit the cold outside
air. But the cold air doesn’t just naturally drift into the cells; it is rather sucked in by powerful exhaust fans
mounted on top of each cellblock that
remain on 24/7.
So while the prison does have internal heating, it does not work because
all warm air that is supposed to blow
and circulate into the cells is sucked
out through the exhaust fans, while
they suck in the cold outside air
through the open and drafty windows.
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In many cells this icy air is pulled in
with such force it creates a loud
whooshing sound. The effect is like
having a window fan turned on high
and blowing outside winter air into an
unheated room (with outside temperatures in the 30-50°F range.)

incensed by my publishing abusive
conditions in Florida’s prisons—especially in FSP—had me targeted with a
bogus retaliatory disciplinary report
(DR), charging me with “inciting to
riot.” I exposed this abuse in a subsequent article.2

The windows in some cellblocks are
in worse repair then in others. In fact,
they are worst in the disciplinary wings
(B and C-wings,) which seems intentional, where in these cellblocks prisoners may not retain thermal underwear, and are allowed only one set of
thin state-issued clothing. They are
also frequently targeted with strip cell
status, on which they are left for no less
than three days in the cold cells with
nothing but boxer shorts.

On January 19th a kangaroo “hearing” was staged on the DR by Reddish’s
subordinates, who acted as prosecutors
rather than impartial triers. The hearing
team’s representative, a classification
worker named M. Albritton, argued
that I had no rights to write anything
and the very fact of my article’s publicizing and criticizing prison conditions
was punishable conduct in the eyes of
Florida Department of Corruption
(FDOC) officials. This expressing their
shared aversion alongside Reddish to
having the inhumane conditions at FSP
exposed to the public.

FSP maintains one of Florida’s main
solitary confinement—or Close
Management—units, where prisoners
remain locked inside single occupancy
cells all day, every day.
Many of these cellblocks have metal
commodes that must be flushed by
guards from outside the cells. The
guards often refuse to flush them, and
many times these cells house mentally
ill prisoners who don’t request flushing.
Decades of these conditions have
caused thick layers of rust, and residue
of fermented body waste to build up
inside these commodes and their piping, which emits a horrible stench, that
cannot be cleaned. FSP officials seldom,
or never, provide prisoners with supplies with which to try and clean them.
One can readily see that living conditions in FSP are outright barbaric.

Inhumane retaliation
When I wrote my article, “Florida
Prisoners are Laying it Down,” which
was published online on January 9,
2018, the FSP warden Barry Reddish

The hearing was only a formality, as
my fate was already decided from when
Reddish first had the retaliatory DR
written. The conviction was planned
before the hearing was even conducted—I was told beforehand that I was
already slated to be moved to B-wing
on disciplinary confinement status.
Accordingly, as soon as I left the
“hearing” to be returned to my cell I
was instructed to pack my property
and was immediately moved to B-wing,
in what was obviously one of the wing’s
most damaged cells (cell B1220).
The cell light was busted open, the
commode wouldn’t flush and was
clogged with debris and fermented
body waste, the sprinkler head was
broken off, and of course the cell window wouldn’t close. With outside temperatures in the 30°s that morning, the
cell was literally freezing. It was so cold
in fact that I was only able to write two
brief legal letters before my hands stiff-

So, while my cell window was
screwed closed, all the other cells still
have malfunctioning windows and
their occupants still suffer in extreme
cold—and many are targeted daily with
abusive strip cell status as I discussed in
my prior article “Time on Ice.”3

ened and the ink in my pen became so
thick from the cold that I couldn’t
write anymore.
The letters brought attention to this
torturous and retaliatory abuse, but I
remained with a window that wouldn’t
close from January 19th until January
26th when, while I was visiting with an
attorney, the warden decided to have
the window “fixed.”
That morning he had a captain B.
Woods enter the cell to “observe” the
outside air being sucked in through the
window with such force it sounded like
a waterfall. During the attorney visit I
was able to have this captain admit, in
the presence of the attorney and her
assistant, that the window indeed
required repairing. He assured us that
it had now been fixed.
It wasn’t repaired, however, but
“fixed” by maintenance workers bolting
its warped shutters down by powerdrilling screws through them. This
resulted in making the window unable
to open at all anymore, although
it still admitted a draft. Which is telling,
since it demonstrated such severe structural damage and malfunctioning of
FSP’s cell windows that they can’t be
repaired to operate as designed.
Obviously, screwing more windows shut
is no solution, because then there’d be
no air circulating into the cells at all,
making them death traps during the
sweltering summer and autumn months.

In fact several who were housed in
cells around and next to me wrote
sworn statements4 about their own suffering in cells with damaged windows,
and how strip cell status is routinely
abused. These prisoners included: Isaac
Logan #W23317; Eduardo Vargas
#L61184; Emanuel Edwards #E37896;
Urshima Weaver #J21206; Vincent
Murphy, Jr. #A129485; Ulrick Watson
#V28829; Willy Brown # L80586; and
Carlos Mendoza #B07979. (Their statements are posted with this article.)

A temporary fix
But bolting the window closed in
my cell wasn’t intended to correct or
resolve my predicament. It was only a
reaction to deflect outside protests
against, and attention to, the warden’s
retaliatory torture. Especially since I
could and ultimately would be moved
at any time to another cell with yet
another malfunctioning window.
Which is exactly what occurred on
February 7th, when I was moved from
B1220 to C1204. So I am now once
again confined in a cell with a window
in almost the exact same condition as
the one in my prior cell before it was
bolted closed.
It is well known that many Florida
prisons are in disrepair and unfit for
habitation. This has been exposed in
the mainstream media and made the
subject of state legislative hearings.5
Yet, as demonstrated, FSP remains and
its prisoners continue to live in such
inhumane conditions.
We need active, sustained public
protest of these conditions and if they
cannot be immediately repaired, the
prisoners should be removed from
them.

Contact Florida legislators, like representative David Richardson, who sits
on the criminal justice subcommittee,
about these conditions, and demand
their correction or our removal from
such housing, and an end to my retaliatory treatment for publicizing such
abuses.
Representative David Richardson
can be reached at:
Capital Office
200 House Office Building
402 South Monroe St.
Tallahassee, FL 32399–1300
Phone: (850) 717-5113
District Office
Suite 402A
1701 Meridian Ave.
Miami Beach, FL 33139–1890
Phone: (305) 535-5426

Also, join and support Florida
SPARC (Supporting Prisoners And
Real Change), a new organization
composed of Florida prisoners’ loved
ones and supporters, oriented to building and growing a statewide public
support base and network for us that
will educate and inform the public of
the reality of Florida’s prison conditions. Florida SPARC aims to organize
and build public awareness and protest
against these inhumane conditions and
abuses, and build support for us.
Just type in SPARC Florida (on
Facebook) and/or write flsparc@gmail.com.
And spread the word!
Dare to struggle, Dare to win!
All power to the people!
Note: This article was completed on
February 16, 2018. Before I could mail it
out I was, that same day, abruptly
packed up and transferred away from
Florida State Prison to Florida’s Santa
Rosa Correctional Institution. Despite
my transfer, the men still at FSP and its
future victims continue to suffer the mistreatment described in this article, as the
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affidavits attest to. Those conditions
must be protested until eliminated.
Write to:
Kevin “Rashid” Johnson #158039
Santa Rosa Correctional Institution
5850 Milton Road
Milton, FL 32583

1 Kevin Rashid Johnson, “Time on Ice:
Florida Officials Torture Prisoners with Freezing Strip Cells” (2018). http://rashidmod.com
2 Kevin Rashid Johnson, “Florida Warden
Retaliates for Article Publicizing Prison Abuses,
Slave Labor and Prisoner Protest”(2018) http://
rashidmod.com
3 op. cite
4 Mary Ellen Klas, “‘Horrific’ Conditions at
Florida Prison Languish Until Legislator Shows
Up and Asks Why,” Miami Herald, December 6,
2016; Julie K Brown and Mary Ellen Klas, “Former Florida Prison Chief Says Governor Rick
Scott Ignored Crisis in Corrections System,” Miami Herald, January 31, 2015.
5 To read the affidavits go to:
http://rashidmod.com/wp-content/
uploads/2018/02/fsp-affidavits.pdf

Solitary Confinement Torture
Pennsylvania keeps all death-row inmates in solitary confinement. The
ACLU calls that unconstitutional.
By Maryam Saleh
The 156 death row inmates in
Pennsylvania state prisons go to sleep
every night the same way they wake up:
in an 8-by-12 foot cell illuminated by
artificial light around the clock. On
weekdays, they are allowed out of their
cells for a maximum of two hours to
exercise in a small, enclosed space.
They leave their cells thrice a week to
take showers and are occasionally
allowed to go to the law library. Every
once in a while, a death-sentenced
prisoner gets a visit with clergy or a
family member—without being able to
touch them. On weekends, they cannot
leave their cells at all. For most of their
lives, they sit alone in a suffocating
cage the size of a parking space.
The American Civil Liberties Union
on Thursday filed a lawsuit challenging
these conditions, alleging that the
Pennsylvania prison system’s mandatory solitary confinement for death-row
inmates is unconstitutional, as it constitutes cruel and unusual punishment.
“The fact that, for these prisoners,
solitary confinement is automatic and
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permanent until either the prisoner is
executed, or dies of natural causes, or
has his death sentence overturned, is
very different from the way solitary
confinement is used for all other prisoners,” said David Fathi, director of
the ACLU’s National Prison Project.
“For all other prisoners, you earn your
way in and you earn your way out. You
serve your punishment, and, if you
behave, you can come back to the general population.”
The plaintiffs in the ACLU lawsuit
have been held in solitary confinement
between 16 and 27 years, under a
Pennsylvania
Department
of
Corrections policy that mandates solitary confinement for all prisoners with
death sentences. This has been common practice in prisons across the
country for a long time, Fathi noted,
but “in recent years, an increasing
number of states are moving away
from that and treating death-sentence
prisoners just like anyone else, making
an individualized decision on how
they’re housed.”

Sixty-one percent of 2,802 deathrow inmates in state prisons across the
country spent more than 20-hoursper-day in isolation last year, according
to a survey of state corrections officials
by the Marshall Project. At least one
state, Arizona, has since changed its
policy, eliminating automatic isolation
for its 118 condemned inmates. The
Copper State joined California,
Colorado, Louisiana, Nevada, North
Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia, all
of which changed their policies in
recent years to allow death-row inmates
more time outside of their cells, according to the Marshall Project.
The ACLU raised the issue of mandatory and indefinite solitary confinement with the Pennsylvania Department
of Corrections last year and offered
proposals to modify the policy. The
department rejected the suggestions in
June, according to the lawsuit, and
“determined to continue to administer
its current capital case housing policy.”
The department did not immediately
return a request for comment.
Pennsylvania has executed only three
prisoners since the Supreme Court’s
1976 decision in Gregg v. Georgia reinstating the death penalty; it has not executed a prisoner since 1999. Pennsylvania
Governor Tom Wolf declared a moratorium on the death penalty in 2015, yet
the Department of Corrections continues to sign execution warrants.
Eighty percent of the state’s current
death-row inmates have been held in
continuous solitary confinement for
more than ten years, which is higher
than averages in other states, said Fathi.
The internationally recognized
Standard Minimum Rules for the
Treatment of Prisoners, adopted by the
U.N. General Assembly in 2015, prohibit solitary confinement for a period
longer than 15 consecutive days.

sions, hallucinations, and panic attacks.
Prisoners’ lack of interaction with
other people can lead to paranoia,
anxiety, nervousness, and depression.
“Plaintiff Mark Newton Spotz, who
has been held in continuous solitary
confinement in SCI Greene for 21
years, describes his experience as ‘psychological torture,’ where prisoners are
‘treated like animals’ and forced to
‘depend on everybody for everything,’”
according to the lawsuit. “He feels
‘trapped in [his] cell’—and his ‘mind is
like a popcorn machine.’”
The U.S. Supreme Court commented on how solitary confinement can be
detrimental to mental health in 1890,
noting that some prisoners subject to
confinement “became violently insane;
others still, committed suicide; while
those who stood the ordeal better were
not generally reformed, and in most
cases did not recover sufficient mental
activity to be of any subsequent service
to the community.” Supreme Court
Justice Anthony Kennedy referred to
that opinion in a 2015 ruling, writing,
“Research still confirms what this
Court suggested over a century ago:
Years on end of near-total-isolation
exact a terrible price.”
Solitary confinement is generally
used as a punitive measure against
prison rule-breakers and based on an
individualized assessment. In the lawsuit, filed in a U.S. district court in
Pennsylvania, the ACLU says the same

standard should be applied to death
row. The plaintiffs asked the court to
find that Pennsylvania’s practice is
unconstitutional, stop state prisons
from subjecting prisoners to indefinite
solitary confinement without opportunity for review, and create a plan within 30 days that provides for an individualized placement procedure for
death-sentenced inmates.
Anthony Graves was exonerated in
2010 after spending 12 years in mandatory solitary confinement as a deathrow prisoner in Texas and now works
with the ACLU of Texas. He described
his prolonged isolation in an interview
with The Intercept: “If you imagine
what hell could be, that’s what solitary
confinement is,” he said. “Every day.
Every hour of the day. Day in and day
out. It’s a system designed to break
your will to live.”
He suffered from post-traumatic
stress and feelings of abandonment and
loneliness after his release, he said, but
was able to eventually adjust due to a
strong support system he had. Most prisoners who spend years in isolation, however, struggle to reintegrate into society.
“I’m the exception, not the rule,”
Graves said. “People like me are not
supposed to cope.”
—The Intercept, January 25, 2018
https://theintercept.com/2018/01/25/
pennsylvania-death-row-solitary-confinement-aclu/

The disastrous psychological and
physiological effects of prolonged isolation are well-documented. It can lead
to hypersensitivity to stimuli, delu-
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Free Leonard Peltier!
On my 43rd year in prison I yearn to hug my grandchildren.
By Leonard Peltier
I am overwhelmed that today,
February 6, is the start of my 43rd year
in prison. I have had such high hopes
over the years that I might be getting
out and returning to my family in North
Dakota. And yet here I am in 2018 still
struggling for my FREEDOM at 73.
I don’t want to sound ungrateful to
all my supporters who have stood by
me through all these years. I dearly love
and respect you and thank you for the
love and respect you have given me.
But the truth is I am tired, and often
my ailments cause me pain with little relief
for days at a time. I just had heart surgery
and I have other medical issues that need
to be addressed: my aortic aneurysm that
could burst at any time, my prostate, and
arthritis in my hip and knees.
I do not think I have another ten
years, and what I do have I would like
to spend with my family. Nothing
would bring me more happiness than
being able to hug my children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

I did not come to prison to become
a political prisoner. I’ve been part of
Native resistance since I was nine years
of age. My sister, cousin and I were
kidnapped and taken to boarding
school. This incident and how it affected my cousin Pauline, had an enormous effect on me.
This same feeling haunts me as I
reflect upon my past 42 years of false
imprisonment. This false imprisonment has the same feeling as when I
heard the false affidavit the FBI manufactured about Myrtle Poor Bear being
at Oglala on the day of the fire-fight—a
fabricated document used to extradite
me illegally from Canada in 1976.
I know you know that the FBI files
are full of information that proves my
innocence. Yet many of those files are
still withheld from my legal team.
During my appeal before the 8th
Circuit, former Prosecuting Attorney
Lynn Crooks said to Judge Heaney:
“Your honor, we do not know who
killed those agents. Further, we don’t
know what participation, if any, Mr.
Peltier had in it.”
That statement exonerates me, and I
should have been released. But here I
sit, 43 years later still struggling for my
freedom. I have pleaded my innocence
for so long now, in so many courts of
law, in so many public statements issued
through the International Leonard
Peltier Defense Committee, that I will
not argue it here. But I will say again, I
DID NOT KILL THOSE AGENTS!
Right now, I need my supporters
here in the U.S. and throughout the
world helping me. We need donations
large or small to help pay my legal
team to do the research that will get me
back into court or get me moved closer
to home or a compassionate release
based on my poor health and age.
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Please help me to go home, help me
win my freedom!
There is a new petition my Canadian
brothers and sisters are circulating
internationally that will be attached to
my letter. Please sign it and download
it so you can take it to your work,
school or place of worship. Get as
many signatures as you can, a MILLION
would be great!
I have been a warrior since age nine.
At 73, I remain a warrior. I have been
here too long. The beginning of my
43rd year plus over 20 years of good
time credit, that makes 60-plus years
behind bars.
I need your help. I need your help
today! A day in prison for me is a lifetime for those outside because I am
isolated from the world.
I remain strong only because of
your support, prayers, activism and
your donations that keep my legal
hope alive.
In the Spirit of Crazy Horse
Doksha,
Leonard Peltier
If you would like a paper petition,
please email contact@whoisleonardpeltier.info
—San Francisco Bay View, February
6, 2018
http://sfbayview.com/2018/02/freeinnocent-leonard-peltier-on-his-43rdyear-in-prison-he-yearns-to-hug-hisgrandchildren
Write to:
Leonard Peltier #89637-132
USP Coleman I
P.O. Box 1033
Coleman, FL 33521
Donations can be made on Leonard’s behalf
to the ILPD national office, 116 W. Osborne
Ave, Tampa, FL 33603

2018: The Year of the Executioner?
By Kevin Cooper
Many years ago, Protestant pastor
and poet Martin Niemoller famously
wrote of the Nazi era:
“First they came for the Socialists,
and I did not speak out—
Because I was not a Socialist.
“Then they came for the Trade
Unionists, and I did not speak out—
Because I was not a Trade Unionist.
“Then they came for the Jews,
and I did not speak out—
Because I was not a Jew.
“Then they came for me—and
there was no one left to speak for
me.”

I, Kevin Cooper, am not a murderer, but I am speaking out against murder, whether at the hands of people or,
even worse, at the hands of the government.
As this New Year begins, the state of
California, because of the voters’
approval of Proposition 66, finds itself
closer to resuming executions, or, in
the words of death penalty supporters,
“justice.” Justice in 2018 is just like
justice in yesteryear, especially when it
comes to who lives and who dies by the
use of capital punishment.
In my poor man’s dictionary, the
definition of the word “justice” is (1)
the administration of what is just (as by
assigning merited rewards or punishments; (2) judge; (3) the administration of law; (4) fairness; also: righteousness.
The death penalty, as we know it
and as it has always been, has been
proved to be unfair, unjust and unrighteous—morally and ethically. Consider
that between 1973 and 2017, 160 death
row inmates have been exonerated
nationally, and a 2014 study estimated
that one out of 25 people on death row
across the United States are innocent.
From 2000 to 2011, there were an aver-

age of five exonerations a year. In 2017,
there were four. We know that some
innocent people on death row have
been executed. This is unjust, unfair
and unrighteous.
The only thing truth has in common with the definition of the word
“justice” in my poor man’s dictionary
is “the administration and procedure
of law.” Most of us know and understand that from what we see, read and
continue to learn about this country
and its laws and/or the administration
of them and its procedures; none of
which, in fact, has anything to do with
real justice.
Whoever is administering justice,
and their version or understanding of
justice, is what really matters. For
example, Democrats and Republicans,
both of whom claim to want to stand
for justice, do so according to their
own political ideology, which is as different as night and day. This will not
change in 2018, just as the ideologies of
women and men won’t change when it
comes to certain things.
As I continue to live in this modernday plantation against my will, as certain people seek their form of “justice”
against me for murders I did not commit, I will not be silent. Here in this
inhumane place where loneliness is my
best friend and death is my constant
companion, I must do what the late
civil rights activist Ella Baker taught
many of us to do, which is to work for
a cause that “is bigger than any organization, bigger than any group of people, and it is the cause of humanity.
The cause is the cause that brings us
together—the drive of the human spirit for freedom.”
In my mind, there can be no bigger
cause in 2018 than stopping the
resumption of the death penalty in
California. This is my cause for justice.

This cause for which I fight has been
around far too long. It is also a very real
part of our collective humanity and
freedom, as well as part of our inhumanity and chattel slavery, which certain death penalty supporters refuse to
acknowledge.
In this country, rich white man’s
justice always has been poor Black
man’s grief. Within this grief has been
the unjust use of the death penalty in
all of its various forms. So in 2018, this
fight, this cause to end capital punishment, must continue, and it will.
Whether advocates call it justice, retribution, revenge or even God’s will, it is
only being used against its poorest
people, especially its minorities.
As an innocent man sitting here on
San Quentin’s death row, I have learned
that “justice” for those who sent me
here in 1985 is the same “justice” they
seek in 2018, which is my murder at
the hands of the state. They don’t care
if I am tortured by lethal poison, or
that my family will suffer just as theirs
has suffered, or that a crime against
humanity will be committed—against
me by them—or that what they support is honestly against everything
their Christian God stands for. They
are pained by the brutal torture and
execution of Jesus but willingly, often
enthusiastically, endorse exacting that
same punishment of execution on others today.
All they know is that I was convicted
of murder—though wrongfully convicted—and now they want to have
their red, white and blue poison
pumped into my Black body until I am
no more.
Real justice for me, my family,
friends and supporters is my release
from this hell and/or a new trial so the
whole truth can be exposed to the
world, detailing what the San
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Bernardino
County
Sheriff’s
Department and district attorney have
done to me from 1983 through today,
from planting, destroying and tampering with evidence that could have
proved my innocence before and after
my trial to continuing to fight against
the advanced DNA tests that could
prove my innocence and point to the
real killers.
Real justice for the families of the
victims in this case is finding and prosecuting the real killers. Real justice is
having Governor Jerry Brown grant me
an innocence hearing before the state
executes an innocent man—me.
The law enforcement people and
prosecutors in my case do not seek
justice. They seek closure. They believe
my execution would end this case. I
believe it wouldn’t.
I do want to get out of this prison,
but whatever happens to me, as long as
I live, I will continue to stand up and
speak out against the death penalty in
this state and in this country. And if I
am executed, an innocent man, I know
there will be people left to speak out for
me and others like me, condemned to
die in this profoundly flawed system of
“justice.”
Kevin Cooper is an innocent man on San
Quentin’s Death Row in California. He continues to struggle for exoneration and to abolish
the death penalty in the whole U.S. Learn more
about his case at: www.savekevincooper.org
Write to:
Kevin Cooper C-65304, 4 EB 82
San Quentin State Prison
San Quentin, CA 94974

—Truthdig, December 31, 2017
https://www.truthdig.com/
articles/2018-year-executioner/

Path to Free Mumia Abu-Jamal
New legal action is a path to Mumia Abu-Jamal’s freedom, but a reignited international mobilization is critical for victory.
By Rachel Wolkenstein
For over three decades thousands of
organizations and hundreds-of-thousands of individuals around the globe
have mobilized to save Mumia AbuJamal from execution, to overturn his
conviction, to demand his freedom.
Without these international mobilizations, crucially including the organized
labor movement, we would not have
saved Mumia from two warrants of
execution and compelled the state to
concede defeat in trying to execute
him. Mumia is now off death row and
out of solitary confinement in prison
general population.
Mumia remains on “slow death
row,” life imprisonment without parole.
During the past two years an international campaign of call-ins, protests at
the prison and at the Pennsylvania
Department of Corrections (DOC), and
letters including labor resolutions won
medical treatment for his hepatitis-C.
Medical malfeasance has left Mumia
with cirrhosis of the liver and the secondary symptoms of his decades-long
hepatitis-C, including a painful skin
condition. Quality medical care in prison is an oxymoron.
Now, unfolding in the Philadelphia
Court of Common Pleas is the latest
legal battle for Mumia’s freedom. It is a
constitutional challenge to his conviction, pursuant to a precedent-setting
U.S. Supreme Court case, Williams v.
Pennsylvania (2016), based on the due
process right to an impartial appeal
process which is violated if a prosecutor
who had a significant personal involvement is later a judge in the same case.
The prosecutor who aggressively
fought and prevailed in getting the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court to
uphold Mumia’s conviction and death
sentence in 1989 and to prevent the
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U.S. Supreme Court from considering
Mumia’s case was District Attorney
Ronald D. Castille. Then as a justice in
the Pennsylvania Supreme Court,
Castille participated in their deliberations, agreed with the arguments he
had made as District Attorney (DA),
and denied those and numerous new
legal challenges made in Mumia’s
appeals from 1998-2012.
If Mumia wins this court action the
Pennsylvania state court appeal denials
from 1998-2012 upholding his conviction are vacated and appeal rights
restored; his conviction is open to be
reversed in new appeals. This is now
the legal path to Mumia’s freedom.
All last year the District Attorney’s
Office (DAO) insisted documents evidencing DA Castille’s personal involvement in Mumia Abu-Jamal’s appeal process and death sentence did not exist.
Since January 2, 2018 Mumia’s case
and fourteen other similar cases have
been in the hands of District Attorney
Larry Krasner, newly elected on a “progressive program.” Notably, retired
Justice Castille was appointed to DA
Krasner’s post-election advisory board.
In court on January 17 and again on
February 26 Krasner’s DAO continued
the stonewalling. The DAO requested
time for “further investigation” and
“to “formulate an office policy for their
approach to these cases.”
At the conclusion of the court hearing on February 26, 2018 Judge Leon
Tucker once again ordered the DAO to
produce a critical document and curtailed the requested time for the next
court proceedings. Another status report
conference is set for March 27, 2017. A
full court hearing will be April 30, 2018.
In fact, Judge Tucker already has in
his hands—released from the DAO

files—the evidence that District
Attorney Castille was pushing to ensure
that capital cases, including Mumia
Abu-Jamal’s, were expedited and that
death warrants signed by the governor.
This is the proof required under Williams
v. Pennsylvania.

April 30, 2018 is set to be decisive
point in Mumia’s legal fight for
his freedom.
An international campaign is being
re-ignited to free Mumia. To win this
legal action and the victory of Mumia’s
freedom the activity of the recent
months must grow and deepen, making it clear that we will not rest until
Mumia walks out of prison a free man.
The San Francisco Labor Council
(SFLC), comprised of 150 unions, with
more than 100,000 union members
and family, unanimously adopted
a “Resolution to Free Mumia AbuJamal” on February 12, 2018. It is
powerful support, stating that Mumia’s
new legal action “is an opening toward
Mumia’s freedom that again requires a
massive campaign of workers’ organizations worldwide.”
The SFLC follows International
Longshore and Warehouse Union
(ILWU) Local 10 and the actions of
Doro-Chiba (Japanese Railway
Workers Union;) the International
Dockworkers Council, an association
of 100,000 dockworkers over the world;
the National Union of Metalworkers of
South Africa, the largest trade union in
South Africa; the Maritime Union of
Australia (Queensland), UNITE, the
largest union in Great Britain with 1.4
million members; Oakland Educators
Association, United Steelworkers,
Local 8751, School Bus Drivers Union
(Boston) and others in calling for
Mumia’s freedom.
The International Offensive to Free
Mumia Abu-Jamal is underway in
coordination with a demonstration in
Philadelphia on April 30. This follows
the outpouring of international soli-

darity toward Mumia shown by over
500 organizations and individuals from
every continent except Antarctica who
responded to the December 9,
2017 International Call to Release the
District Attorney and Police Files
Relevant to Mumia Abu-Jamal’s Case
and to Free Him (International Call.)
Signatories included long-time advocates
for
Mumia—Archbishop
Desmond Tutu, Angela Davis, Edward
Asner, Danny Glover, Dr. Cornel West,
Alice Walker, Chris Hedges, and Tariq
Ali. The International Call was initiated by Mireille Fanon- Mendes-France,
President, Franz Fanon Foundation
and Dr. Suzanne Ross, International
Spokesperson for International
Concerned Family and Friends of
Mumia Abu-Jamal (ICFFMAJ).

The injustices of
Mumia’s prosecution,
death sentence and life
imprisonment are those
meted out every day,
disparately suffered by
Black people.
Fighting and winning Mumia’s freedom is not the struggle for just one
man. Using his voice and pen, having
written eight books and recorded over
3000 commentaries, Mumia AbuJamal inspires and educates millions
around the globe who identify with his
fight against “the system” and for justice for all humanity.

Mumia: “fighting to create
revolution”

now serving life imprisonment without
parole. Mumia continues opposition
to the policies of the American imperialist state, at home and abroad: the
political repression, racial oppression
and class exploitation, imperialist war
and colonial depredations.
To the American capitalist state,
governed through both the Democratic
and Republican parties, Mumia represents the specter of black revolt, of
defiant opposition to their system of
racist oppression. All elements of the
criminal injustice system, with the
Fraternal Order of Police (FOP) in the
forefront, colluded to kill this innocent
man and have never stopped in their
attempts to silence him.
Mumia Abu-Jamal is in his 37th year
of imprisonment, innocent and framed
for a murder he did not commit and
sentenced to death for being a former
spokesman for the Black Panther Party, a
MOVE supporter and a radical journalist, known as the “voice of the voiceless.”
No court, not the Pennsylvania state
courts nor the federal courts, have
taken account of the evidence of
Mumia’s factual innocence in the 1981
murder of police officer Daniel
Faulkner, or the total denial of due
process at his trial or post-conviction
hearings, including that Judge Albert
Sabo was exposed and admitted that he
was biased in favor of the prosecution
and police, and a racist determined to
see Mumia convicted and executed. At
the time of Mumia’s trial, Judge Sabo
remarked to another judge, “Yeah, and
I’m going to help them fry the n—-r.”
If Mumia’s petition is granted he
can re-appeal all the Pennsylvania

In a 1989 interview on death row
Mumia stated he is “fighting to create
revolution in America. Revolution
means total change.” Mumia continues
to be steadfast in his political views. He
has not been intimidated into silence
despite the decades on death row or
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Supreme Court denials from 19982012. This could result in a new trial or
dismissal of the charges based on
Mumia’s actual innocence and the
police, prosecutorial and judicial misconduct that resulted in his frame-up
conviction and death sentence. A new
appeal by Mumia could strike down
his conviction because of the racial bias
of judge Albert Sabo who presided over
both Mumia’s trial and post-conviction hearings from 1995-1997.

Ronald D. Castille, Philadelphia
District Attorney, then Pennsylvania
Supreme Court Justice
Ronald Castille was elected
Philadelphia District Attorney in 1986,
after years as a senior assistant district
attorney under District Attorney
Edward Rendell during the time of
Mumia’s trial. The Fraternal Order of
Police (FOP) Lodge No. 5 named
Castille its “Man of the Year” in 1986
and in 1989 supported him for reelection. As DA, Castille prosecuted
Ramona Africa, the lone adult survivor
of the incendiary bombing of
the MOVE commune by Philadelphia
city officials, the police and FBI. Eleven
Black people, including five children
were burned alive. This was a racist act
of state terror against MOVE. Castille
convened a grand jury to consider
criminal charges against the Mayor,
chiefs of the police and fire departments, and others. After two years, no
charges were brought.
To ensure that Mumia’s conviction
and death sentence were not reversed on
appeal, Castille’s prosecutors argued that
Pennsylvania Supreme Court and U.S.
Supreme Court precedents should not
apply to Mumia’s case and suppressed
evidence of the Philadelphia District
Attorney’s policy and practice to exclude
Black people from serving as jurors. That
required answering not only the arguments made by Mumia’s lawyer, but also
the amici curiae briefs filed by the ACLU
of Philadelphia and the National
Conference of Black Lawyers.
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The March 1989 Pennsylvania
Supreme Court denial of Mumia’s
appeal that rubber-stamped the prosecution arguments was not the end of
Castille’s involvement. Mumia made
motions for re-argument, and filed two
petitions in the U.S. Supreme Court.
Mumia’s supplemental pro se petition
to the U.S. Supreme Court in May
1990 emphasized the issue of the pattern and practices of excluding Black
people from serving on a jury. Castille
assigned his Deputy District Attorney
Gayle Barthold McLaughlin to oppose
Mumia’s petition in the U.S. Supreme
Court, substituting her for a more
junior prosecutor.

Karl Marx at the time of
the Civil War said:
“Labor cannot emancipate itself in the white
skin where in the Black
it is branded.”
In 1994 Ronald Castille won a seat
on the Pennsylvania Supreme court as
a “law and order” candidate, endorsed
by 36,000 police officers of the FOP.
Castille bragged that his office had
secured 45 death sentences and that he
prosecuted some of the city’s most
“notorious criminals.”
After Castille was elected as a justice
to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court
Mumia’s lawyers made repeated
motions to Castille to recuse himself
from participating in the appeals to the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court because
of his pro-death penalty, pro-police
bias. Castille denied these motions,
asserting he had no personal knowledge
of Mumia’s case and no bias against
him. Castille made the argument that
he was not the only justice on the Pa
Supreme Court who was elected with
the political and financial support of
the Fraternal Order of Police, but

shared that distinction with four other
justices. In fact it is a norm that elected
judges are routinely former prosecutors
and solicit financial and political support from law enforcement.
In Williams v. Pennsylvania, for the
first time in American judicial history
the Supreme Court established an
“objective test” in criminal cases that
the “due process right to an impartial
tribunal free of judicial bias” is violated
where the judge previously had “significant personal involvement in a critical prosecutorial decision” in the same
case. Mumia’s new petition is based on
the precedent set in Williams and was
filed on August 7, 2016. Fourteen other
men, also prosecuted by Castille and
who received death sentences, filed
Williams petitions.
In Williams the U.S. Supreme Court
deliberately did not rule it is automatically a conflict of interest and due process violation if a prosecutor in a case
became a judge in that same case; or
that political and financial support
from the FOP is evidence of bias. Such
a ruling would have been an unacceptable strike at the ideological core of the
U.S. criminal injustice system, the
claim the judicial system is neutral and
fair and that its operational components—police, prosecution and
courts—are duty bound to act to protect the populace, to seek justice, not
convictions. The reality is a legal system that protects the interests of the
capitalist class, defending the profit
system against the working people,
particularly Black people and other
minorities, immigrants; against any
and all perceived opponents of this
government’s policies.
To establish bias, Williams requires
evidence that as a prosecutor, Castille
had significant personal involvement in
a critical prosecutorial decision in
Mumia’s case. And the “proof” of that
personal involvement is being interpreted as locating a specific document or
other evidence of Castille’s personal

involvement in Mumia’s case. This procedure poses an apparent conflict of
interest. Prosecutors are tasked to produce evidence of judicial misconduct
committed by a former District Attorney.

International in New York, the
National Campaign Against the Death
Penalty, the NAACP, the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference
(SCLC) and many others.

The FOP, DA Ronald Castille and
the early campaign to save
Mumia’s Life

Labor Federations internationally,
including the Metro Toronto Labor
Council; the CGT, France’s largest
labor federation; the British National
Union of Railwaymen; the Australian
Firemen and Deckhands’ Union,
national journalists associations; union
locals, including AFSCME (public sector workers), CWA (communications
workers), SEIU (service workers), ILA
and ILWU (longshore workers), the
Amalgamated Transit Union, the
United Auto Workers, and others supported the campaign.

It is inconceivable and ludicrous to
suggest District Attorney Castille was
not personally involved in the oversight and preparation of the prosecution’s case against Mumia to the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court and U.S.
Supreme Court.
Castille could be deemed negligent
if he hadn’t done so, since Mumia’s
case was the high-profile murder conviction for killing a police officer; the
FBI and Philadelphia police had targeted Mumia for his political activity,
including opposition to police brutality; and the FOP vigorously demanded
Mumia’s execution. In addition there
is the issue of Ronald Castille’s political
and financial indebtedness to the FOP
and his braggadocio about the number
of death sentences he secured while he
was District Attorney.
While DA Castille was defending
Mumia’s conviction and death sentence in
the Pennsylvania Supreme Court and U.S.
Supreme Court, a campaign calling to
“Save Mumia Abu-Jamal! Abolish the
Racist Death Penalty!” initiated by the
Partisan Defense Committee (PDC), was
gaining support of trade unions, civil rights
and civil liberties organizations, death penalty abolitionists, elected officials, leftist
and other political organizations. Mumia’s
written commentaries were published in
Philadelphia and across the U.S.
Letters and petitions demanding
“Mumia Abu-Jamal Must Not Die”
were delivered to Pennsylvania
Governor Robert Casey, including
from former U.S. attorney general
Ramsey Clark, national publications
such as the Nation and the Black
Scholar, and representatives of Amnesty

On November 5, 1988, Mumia’s
voice boomed over loudspeakers in
Independence Mall against the Ku
Klux Klan, which had planned a “White
Pride” rally at the Liberty Bell. Mumia
endorsed the mobilization to stop the
Klan. A publicized demand was made
to Governor Casey for Mumia to be
“specially paroled to speak at the rally.”
Over 1000 protesters and the hundreds
of Philadelphia and federal police surrounding the rally site heard Mumia’s
recorded message.
In Philadelphia on October 14,
1989, a rally to “Save Mumia AbuJamal! Abolish the Racist Death
Penalty!” was held, co-sponsored by
the late David Richardson, President,
National Black Caucus of State
Legislators and Pennsylvania State
Representative with the PDC. Over
two hundred trade unionists, educators, prison activists and death penalty
abolitionists participated. Wadiya
Jamal, Mumia’s wife, spoke of the
state’s intent “to kill Mumia to silence
him.” MOVE supporter I Abdul John
emphasized Mumia’s truthful reporting on MOVE and the consequences
for him. Representative Richardson
attacked the prosecution as political
and stated that Mumia is innocent. The

event was prominently covered on TV.
A Bastille Day rally was held for
Mumia in Philadelphia, July 14, 1990.
The FOP organized a counter-rally.
The head of the Philly FOP, Richard
Costello, declared that all Mumia’s
supporters were part of a “misfit terrorist group” who should be put on an
“electric couch.” This was big news in
Philadelphia, covered on TV and in the
print media.
The video From Death Row, This is
Mumia Abu-Jamal was shown in
Philadelphia, as it had in other cities
around the world, including New York,
San Francisco, Chicago, Los Angeles,
London, Paris, Berlin, Tokyo, Sydney.
Mumia sets forth his political history,
the police murderous violence against
MOVE and attacks his conviction and
death sentence. Each of these rallies
included trade union representatives,
spokesmen for other defense cases,
civil liberties and civil rights organizations, leftist and socialist groups. The
first pamphlet by Mumia, Survival is
Still a Crime, was published by Friends
and Family of Mumia Abu-Jamal Press
in August 1990.
This campaign for Mumia and the
FOP counter-attacks were a political
reality while Castille was prosecuting
Mumia’s appeal to the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court and U.S. Supreme
Court. This history adds to the lie that
DA Castille had no knowledge of
Mumia’s case and no reason for personal involvement as a prosecutor.

Law is politics by other means
On March 6, 1989, the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court upheld Mumia AbuJamal’s conviction and death sentence.
It adopted DA Castille’s legal arguments
not to apply recent precedent-setting
rulings of the U.S. Supreme Court on
jury selection and prosecutorial misconduct in jury summations to Mumia.
Just days later Mumia penned “Law
is Simply Politics by Other Means.”
(March 19, 1989)
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Of all peoples, Africans have the
least reason to look to America’s courts
for even a semblance of justice. The
record of overt injustice echoes down
the ages, and the heirs of Justice Taney,
of Dred Scott infamy, still sit upon
courts, proving his dictum, “A Black
man has no rights that a white man is
bound to respect,” has continuing relevance today. The ideal is, of course,
that all defendants are to be treated
equally in American courts. The reality, of course, is something else again.
….This [appeal denial] was not a legal
decision; it was a political decision.
“Law is simply politics by other means.”
In deciding against Mumia, the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court decision did
not even maintain a pretense of upholding the established law. Rather, the denial
of legal precedent to Mumia became the
new precedent, “Mumia rules,” applied to
other Pennsylvania cases.
Mumia’s historical reference
to Dred Scott is that slavery and its
legacy is intrinsic to the American
state. It took the Civil War to end slavery, won by the participation of over
200,000 Black troops. The U.S. Civil
War remains unfinished, as seen in the
post-Reconstruction convict leasing
and debt peonage, de jure and de
facto segregation, the oppression of
Black people at the bottom of the
economy, and mass incarceration.
Black oppression is the bedrock of
American capitalism.
Thirty years later, the legal battles
for Mumia’s freedom continue, each
an instance of the relevance of Dred
Scott, an object lesson in the class
nature of the capitalist state; that class
and race bias are integral to what is a
frame-up system. The injustices of
Mumia’s prosecution, death sentence
and life imprisonment are those meted
out every day, disparately suffered by
Black people.
At the same time the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court decision made crystal
clear that Abu-Jamal’s case is a special
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case of political persecution, intended
to be a lesson for any who dare to speak
out in opposition to racist oppression,
bias and other inequities of American
capitalism. This “special case of political persecution” is shared with other
imprisoned former Black Panther Party
members and Leonard Peltier targeted
by the FBI’s Counter-Intelligence
Program (COINTELPRO) and the
MOVE 9. Today, Black activists are
targeted as “Black Identity Extremists.”

Mumia’s pending legal
proceedings
Mumia’s legal action was filed on
August 7, 2016, but the first court date
was not until April 24, 2017. The DAO
opposed Mumia’s action, arguing for
dismissal and that reinstating Mumia’s
appeal rights would be “too much justice.” Instead, Judge Tucker issued six
discovery orders to the DAO, each in
response to DAO filings that there are
no documents related to former
Philadelphia District Attorney Ronald
Castille’s personal involvement in
Mumia Abu-Jamal’s appeals from
1986-1991.
The prosecution position that there
is no documentary evidence of Castille’s
involvement is outrageous, but expected; it constitutes a cover-up of the
continuing frame-up of Mumia AbuJamal.
Nonetheless, the DAO released a
March 27, 1990 report on the status of
pending capital cases, including
Mumia’s, requested by Castille. Several
times Judge Tucker ordered the DAO
to produce DA Castille’s letter requesting that report. The DAO twice
answered that it “cannot locate”
Castille’s instructions.
On November 27, 2017 Judge Tucker
ordered a court hearing for January 17,
2018 for the DAO to “produce former
Deputy District Attorney Gayle Barthold
McLaughlin to present testimony
regarding the content of the [Castille]
documents the DA’s office cannot

locate.” (McLaughlin is the signatory on
the March 27, 1990 memo and the
attorney assigned by DA Castille to represent the DAO in Mumia’s U.S.
Supreme Court proceedings.) Judge
Tucker threatened sanctions against the
DAO, but there is no order that Ronald
Castille testify, although he is living in
the Philadelphia area.
Prior to the January 17, 2018 court
hearing the International Call with signatories was delivered to DA Krasner
as well as a letter from Pam Africa,
ICFFMAJ and Joe Piette of Mobilization
4 Mumia. That letter requested they
and international representatives meet
with DA Larry Krasner to discuss the
public release of all police and prosecution files related to Mumia’s prosecution and obtaining Mumia’s freedom.
DA Krasner was also told he should
immediately withdraw the prosecution’s objection to Mumia’s legal action
and restore his rights to appeal, based
on documentary evidence already
released by the DAO.
The courtroom on January 17, 2018
was filled to overflow with over 100
Mumia supporters, including an international delegation of Mireille FanonMendes-France and Jacqui Hortaut
(LIBERONS MUMIA!). Outside a
large group of demonstrators demanded “Public Release of All Police and
Prosecution Files on Mumia AbuJamal” and “Free Mumia Now.”
DA Krasner’s new team did not
acknowledge Judge Tucker’s standing
order to the DAO to produce evidence.
Instead, based on a meeting with DA
Krasner, Judge Tucker was asked to
give a 60-day continuance for the DAO
to “formulate an office policy.”
Mumia’s attorneys Sam Spital of the
NAACP Legal Defense Fund and Judith
Ritter agreed. Judge Tucker granted the
60 days, but required a status report in
30 days, and instructed the DAO to
provide the information ordered.
On February 26, the process was
repeated. The DAO said they still

couldn’t locate Castille’s instructions
to prepare the status report on pending
70 capital cases as of March 1990. This
time they asked for 90 days to review
the boxes of files of those cases. Judge
Tucker instead ordered another status
report on March 27 and a hearing on
April 30. Per the request of Mumia’s
counsel, the DAO agreed that if there is
no new documentation from the files,
there will be a deposition of former
Deputy DA McLaughlin.
Not mentioned in court was another document: a June 15, 1990 letter
from DA Castille to then-governor
Robert Casey. This letter urged the
governor to issue death warrants in 16
Philadelphia capital cases where the
appeals process was completed. DA
Castille’s letter states: “I urge you to
send a clear and dramatic message to
all police killers that the death penalty
actually means something.”
This letter was disclosed by the DAO
with the caveat that it does not apply to
Mumia because he is not specifically
named. But Mumia’s appeals were still
pending in the U.S. Supreme Court, so
a death warrant could not be requested
for him. The “all police killers” was an
unmistakable reference to Mumia
Abu-Jamal.
As Mumia’s attorneys argued to
Judge Tucker in an October 19, 2017 letter: “The [June 15, 1990] letter makes
clear that Mr. Castille made a policy
decision—which would include Mr.
Abu-Jamal’s case— to expedite litigation in capital cases so they would ‘move
forward to their ultimate conclusion.’
Indeed, under the Commonwealth’s
own reasoning, Mr. Castille actively
tracked Mr. Abu-Jamal’s case…Those
facts, in and of themselves, show Mr.
Castille’s ‘significant, personal involvement…in a critical decision regarding
Mr. Abu-Jamal’s case.’”
In other words, the March 27, 1990
status report on capital cases and
Castille’s June 15, 1990 letter to
Governor Casey meet the standard

required by Williams that Justice
Castille’s participation as a justice in
Mumia’s appeals deprived Mumia of a
fair and impartial tribunal. Mumia’s
appeal denials from 1998-2012 should
be vacated and his appeal rights restored.
The International Offensive to Free
Mumia is organized to make it clear to
District Attorney Krasner and Judge
Leon Tucker there is an international
movement that will not stop until
Mumia is free.

The struggle for
Mumia’s freedom
requires solidarity and
unity with those
oppressed and exploited
across the world. It is of
necessity a fight back
against capitalist repression, oppression and
exploitation.
The District Attorney serves a specific repressive function in the criminal
injustice system. It cannot be fundamentally changed, any more than racist, brutal policing can be ended without overturning the entirety of the
capitalist injustice system. The progressive aura of Larry Krasner, a
defense attorney for 30 years, whose
campaign promises included to help
end mass incarceration and to “review
past convictions and free the wrongfully convicted” and “never to seek a
death sentence” is already dimmed.
Not surprisingly, Krasner now says,
“never say never” on capital punishment. When Krasner put Ronald
Castille on his post-election advisory
board it served to quell some opposition from prosecutors and the FOP.
Castille is a known zealot in favor of
executions; he excoriated defense

attorneys who aggressively represented
defendants in capital cases. In addition,
the Williams Supreme Court decision
was national news, and Castille publicly disagreed. DA Krasner had to have
known of the 14 pending Williams v.
Pennsylvania cases, including Mumia’s.
No less political pressure, in the
form of protest and publicity, should be
exerted on DA Larry Krasner than was
previously directed at district attorneys
Edward Rendell, Ronald Castille, Lynne
Abraham or Seth Williams. Rather,
precisely because the Bernie Sanderssupported Larry Krasner is a selfdefined “progressive,” more demands
need to be made on him.
Judge Tucker has repeatedly ordered
the DAO to search its files for any
document evidencing Castille’s personal involvement in Mumia’s case,
but he has not responded to Mumia’s
lawyers’ requests to order the DAO to
specifically account for its search and
to allow a full evidentiary hearing.
There is no basis to assume Judge
Tucker will go beyond the prosecution’s narrowest interpretation
of Williams: that evidence of Castille’s
personal involvement in prosecuting
Mumia requires a document in which
Castille specifically references Mumia
Abu-Jamal, his appeal and/or his death
sentence. And Judge Tucker could
accept the DAO’s statement that there
is no such document, despite the
released documents decisively demonstrating Castille’s tracking of Mumia’s
case to insure an execution warrant as
soon as possible.
And if that is the case, Judge Tucker
has the authority to rule against
Mumia. And if so, this would not be
the first time a court ruled against
Mumia, carving out an exception or
distinguishing element to deny the
application of a constitutional principle or court precedent.
Judge Tucker has political ambitions of his own. He attempted to get
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on the ballot as the Republican candidate for DA after Larry Krasner won
the Democratic primary for district
attorney. Reportedly Judge Tucker is
seeking a federal judgeship. How Judge
Tucker handles these Williams’ cases,
especially the result in Mumia’s case, is
being closely watched.
Additionally, Judge Tucker has his
own legal bias in cases challenging
prosecutorial misconduct as shown in
the dismissal of the post-conviction
petition of Major Tillery without even
an evidentiary hearing. Judge Tucker
struck down witnesses’ recantation of
lying testimony as “untimely,” blaming
Tillery for waiting “too long” to get the
proof that the police and prosecution
coerced the witnesses with threats and
promised plea deals.
Judge Tucker’s courtroom will be
packed and there will be protest demonstrations outside the courthouse for
the March 27 status hearing and the
April 30, 2018 evidentiary hearing.

For class-struggle defense
to free Mumia
The almost 40 years of legal proceedings against Mumia in the state and
federal courts, aided by the concerted
FOP-led propaganda campaign against
him, have shown again and again there
is no way to dodge the central truth that
Mumia is directly up against a state
machine that is united in its determination to kill him, to imprison him for
life, to silence him—for who he is, and
what he continues to fight for.
There is pressure that can be brought
to bear on the courts, which do not sit
in judgment and rule in isolation. But it
will take international mobilization of
the masses, centrally labor and its allies,
minorities, immigrants and youth to
turn the tide and win Mumia’s freedom.
Organizing on the basis of class
struggle, non-sectarian defense is our
key strategy to win Mumia’s freedom.
While utilizing all possible legal proceedings and allying with all those who
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support the cause of Mumia’s freedom,
class struggle defense recognizes the
social force of mass mobilization, and
most decisively organized labor. In
countries and cities in the U.S. and
around the globe, mass organizations
and numbers of people are needed for
agitation, publicity, organizing protest
on a national and international scale as
well as rallies, community meetings
and leafleting and petitions to the
Pennsylvania
Governor
and
Philadelphia DA, from any and all
organizations who share in the commitment to free Mumia.
At the same time we need to act on
the understanding of the nature of the
capitalist state, that the courts are not
neutral and that there can be no illusions in the courts, prosecutors, or
capitalist politicians, whether they are
white or black, Democratic, Republican
or Green; but place instead our reliance on the power of the working class
and its allies.
This is not a rejection of support
from elected officials in the U.S. including the late Pennsylvania State
Representative David Richardson, congressmen Barbara Lee, John Conyers
and Ron Dellums, or internationally
including Labor MP Jeremy Corbyn.
Dozens of elected members of parliaments and elected bodies around the
world have signed on to the
International Call, including Labor MP
John McDonnell, Shadow Chancellor
of the Exchequer, members of the
European Parliament, 15 Danish
Parliament members. Elected officials
from France, Germany, Britain, South
Africa Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Senegal,
Australia, Haiti, Mexico, Canada, the
U.S. and other countries added their
names and positions.

the principled work of the International
Labor Defense (ILD), formed by the
early Communist Party. That work is
still honored today in the San Francisco
longshore union hall in a proudly displayed mural of the “Red Angel,” ILD
Secretary Elaine Black Yoneda, the
only woman on the San Francisco 1934
General Strike Committee.
Labor and trade union organizations are strategic for class-struggle
defense. That understanding has two
components. One is based on the social
power of the working class—social
power that can bring production,
transport and communications to a
halt. Imagine what it would mean if the
Philadelphia transit workers and sanitation workers, postal workers and
others went out on strike, fighting not
only for job security, higher pay, medical and better work conditions but to
demand Mumia’s freedom.
While on death row Mumia has
stood for labor solidarity with workers
in struggle. He is a proud member of
the National Writers Union (UAW). In
1996, when ABC-TV sent a strike
breaking “20/20” crew to interview
Mumia, during a CWA-NABET strike,
Mumia said “No,” that he’d rather die
than cross a picket line. He spoke in
support of the Liverpool dockers struggle (1997), the striking Charleston,
South Carolina longshore union
(2000), locked out West Coast longshore workers of the ILWU (2002),
and striking New York City transit
workers (2005), and others.

Class struggle defense is the recognition that the strategy to free Mumia
lies in the streets and in the actions of
the masses.

From the beginning of the fight for
Mumia, labor organizations internationally have stood up for him with
resolutions and signatures on petitions. The International Call is signed
by over 50 trade unions and union
leaders from around the globe including from Britain, Spain, Portugal,
India, Pakistan, Japan, Australia,
Argentina, U.S and Canada.

Historically, in the United States
class struggle defense was codified in

Crucial to winning Mumia’s freedom is turning this support into con-

crete militant labor action, up to and
including strike action.
In early January 1999 the Labor
Action Committee to Free Mumia
Abu-Jamal (LAC), Oakland, California,
was formed “dedicated to educating
workers about Jamal’s case, and to promoting a class-struggle movement,
including strikes and other job actions
wherever possible, to Free Mumia
Abu-Jamal!”
Oakland Teachers for Mumia, supported by the LAC, initiated the
January 1999 Oakland Education
Association (OEA) school teach-ins on
“The Case of Mumia Abu-Jamal and
the Death Penalty.” The OEA teach-in,
which took place despite a crescendo in
the media against a “convicted cop
killer” in the wake of a killing of an
Oakland cop.
The 1999 one-day action of the
ILWU on the West Coast, initiated by
supporters of the LAC, on the basis of
“Free Mumia!” and “An Injury To One
Is An Injury To All” is a concrete
example of the labor strike action
needed. Members of the LAC worked
within ILWU Local 10 to win a coast
wide vote that the ILWU would shut
down all West Coast ports on April
24,1999 to express their solidarity with
Mumia Abu-Jamal. The eight-hour
“stop-work meetings” approved by the
delegates halted all shipping from
Bellingham, Washington to San Diego,
California.
The adopted demands of the ILWU
were “Stop the Execution!” and “Free
Mumia Abu-Jamal!” Although the
1972 ILWU Convention voted to free
Angela Davis, this was the first time the
ILWU shut down all West Coast ports
in support of a political prisoner.
This powerful labor action helped
mobilize 25,000 people in the Free
Mumia Abu-Jamal demonstration initiated by the Mobilization to Free
Mumia Abu-Jamal and was led by the
300-strong contingent of members

ILWU from San Francisco, Sacramento,
Los Angeles, Port Hueneme, Seattle,
and other port cities along the Western
seaboard in the streets of San Francisco
demanding Mumia’s freedom on April
24. Chanting, “An injury to one is an
injury to all! Free Mumia Abu-Jamal!”
the West Coast-based ILWU set an
historic precedent for the U.S. labor
movement and beyond.

labor’s own fight, a fight that requires
getting rid of the class-collaborationist
trade-union leadership that sells out
the workers’ interests. By taking up
such struggles, workers are fighting not
just for themselves as workers pitted
against individual employers, but on
behalf of the whole working class,
which has the power and interest to
overturn the rule of capital.

Messages of international dockworkers’ solidarity with the ILWU’s
action in defense of Mumia came from
Liverpool, Sweden, Denmark, Cyprus,
Finland, Japan and from the 100,000
member teachers’ union in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil which struck for two
hours the day before calling for freedom for Mumia.

Labor actions, like those in 1999, are
needed today and around the world,
joining the fight to free Mumia with
other struggles. This can become a
reality.

The latter demand “An injury to
one is an injury to all!” speaks to the
other component of why class struggle
defense for Mumia is so important.
Labor rights go hand in hand with
Black rights. The fight to free Mumia
Abu-Jamal is part of the need for labor
to champion every struggle for Black
rights and Black freedom. Karl Marx at
the time of the Civil War said: “Labor
cannot emancipate itself in the white
skin where in the Black it is branded.”
Poisonous white chauvinism is the tool
of the American capitalist class, intended to divide workers, cripple immediate struggles and the recognition there
is a class enemy that needs to be defeated in united class-struggle.
Teamsters Joint Council 16 representing some 120,000 Teamsters
throughout New York City and across
Long Island are training to challenge
federal immigration agents who show
up to search their work sites. Their
statement is: union solidarity first,
immigration status second. This labor
solidarity shows a potential openness
to what is needed.
The fight for Mumia’s freedom—
and in defense of democratic rights
and of all the oppressed—is also part of

The struggle for Mumia’s freedom
requires solidarity and unity with those
oppressed and exploited across the
world. It is of necessity a fight back
against capitalist repression, oppression and exploitation. Mumia’s conviction, death sentence, and now life
imprisonment without parole embody
all aspects of the legacy of slavery in the
criminal injustice system—from racist
legal lynching to police terror and
shootings on the streets; the denial of
legal rights and frame-up prosecutions
in the courts; the repression, dehumanization and warehousing of men
and woman through mass incarceration; and the inhumane conditions of
imprisonment, solitary confinement,
life sentences without parole, medical
negligence and malfeasance.
We can win Mumia’s freedom with
international mass mobilization, with
labor action and the strategy of class
struggle defense. Mumia’s freedom and
the political struggle to win it, is part of
the fight for the liberation of us all.
Free Mumia Abu-Jamal!
Build the international offensive!
—CounterPunch, February 28, 2018
https://www.counterpunch.
org/2018/02/28/new-legal-action-is-apath-to-mumia-abu-jamals-freedombut-a-re-ignited-international-mobilization-is-critical-for-victory/
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Ursula K. Le Guin: 1929 - 2018
By Mumia Abu-Jamal
Philosopher Elizabeth Pivonelli
opens her book, Economies of
Abandonment, with Le Guin’s harrowing vision as the basis of her introduction, entitled, “The Child in the Broom
Closet,” as an allegory of the modern
West and neoliberalism, which rests
upon the invisible violence of capitalism and its monstrous appetites.
Ursula K. Le Guin

Her name was Ursula K. Le Guin,
born in Berkeley, California, October
21, 1929, the daughter of a noted
anthropologist, Alfred Kroeber.
But her name is known from her
novels, many in the realm of science
fiction, which weaved new worlds from
the shards of this one.

Ursula (Kroeber) Le Guin won the
coveted Hugo award for her science
fiction excellence.
—Prison Radio, January 24, 2018

know; the words talismans of Black,
African magic that bewitched the youth
of the ’60s. Words without meaning
could, and did, mean everything—and
nothing at the same time.
I interviewed Masekela, in the back
rooms of a club in downtown
Philadelphia, called Just Jazz:
Mumia Abu-Jamal: How do you
see yourself as a musician?
Hugh Masekela: I think of myself
more as a very grateful person; I’m
grateful to God for any gift that I have.

Write to:
Mumia Abu-Jamal AM-8335
SCI-Mahanoy
301 Morea Road
Frackville, PA 17932

Her books were often thinly veiled
commentaries on the evils of imperial
war, and the fevers of militarism.
Among her works: The Word for
World is Forest, a 1969 allegorical work
that took on the Vietnam War; The
Dispossessed (1971) which imagined an
anarchistic global resistance to the depredations of the rich; and another 1971
work: The Lathe of Heaven, an excerpt
of which reveals its flavor:
“He had grown up in a country
run by politicians who sent the
pilots to man the bombers to kill the
babies to make the world safer for
children to grow up in.” (Chapter 6)

Le Guin’s work didn’t just thrill
readers of science fiction.
In the rare air of philosophy, her
work appeared to probe questions about
the deep nature of neoliberal society.
In her book, The Ones Who Walk
Away from Omelas, Le Guin creates a
world where all is seemingly well,
except for in a dark, fetid closet, where
a little child suffers, alone, but somehow, her very tortures grant societal
well-being to Omelas’ residents.

72 SOC IALIS T VIEWPO I NT

Vo l . 18, No . 2

Blues for Hugh
Masekela
(1939 - 2018)
By Mumia Abu-Jamal
His name was Hugh Masekela, a
trumpeter from South Africa, who
played to joyous crowds the world
over, a musical exile from the madness
of apartheid, the racially exclusive
political system that ruled the country
for decades.
Masekela used his music to tell stories of his country, and the African
community which lived there.
I’m fairly certain that the first time I
heard the word “shabeen” (or a drinking house) was from his lips.
His horn was clean, pure, and as
clear as a bell on a new Sunday morning. His songs were places one could
visit Africa, and often, he would speak
in an African tongue that we did not

Hugh Masekela

Umm, I look at it as a very spiritual
thing, I give it a lot of respect, and I play
with musicians who are very respectful
of that and have a great reverence for it.
So, I don’t really have what you would
call a very complicated vision of it,
y’know, I don’t think of myself as a
cultish figure. I don’t think of myself as
a person with a mysterious situation,
y’know? I think of myself, mostly, like,
as a part of the International Black
community that is my inspiration.
At that interview I asked him how it
felt to see Black folks in Philadelphia,
and the U.S.
He drew a long toke from a joint,
and said in his distinctive voice: “It’s all

We see this from the perspective of a
cop, a helmeted, heavily-armed cop, his
semi-automatic rifle trained on the man,
as he barks down at him on the floor.
The man is clad in a T-shirt, shorts,
and little else.
The cop shouts: “Crawl to me—
crawl!”
The slightly chubby white guy is
even whiter with terror causing a tremor in his voice:
“Please don’t shoot me.”
The cop tells him if he has to fall on
his face, he’d better do so.
A few seconds pass, and the tape
abruptly stops; and as it does one hears
a barrage of gunfire.
We are hearing a man die.
Africa, man. I go to Philly, New York,
the Caribbean, Puerto Rico, Brazil—
everywhere I go, man, it’s Africa.

Crawl!
By Mumia Abu-Jamal
The video is stunning.

An unarmed man—a scared man.
The cop? He was tried on murder and
manslaughter charges and acquitted.

Hugh Masekela—master musician,
giving the world the sounds of a bluesy
Africa, has returned to his ancestors
after 78 winters.

A young white man lies on a black
and white carpet, and his face and features reflect deep fear.

So, don’t be surprised if he turns up
elsewhere as a cop.

—Prison Radio, February 8, 2018

He is on his knees, his arms stretched
out to heaven, begging for his life.

—Prison Radio, December 12, 2017

He resigned his position.
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Note to Readers:
Socialist Viewpoint magazine has been edited and distributed by revolutionaries who share a common political outlook stemming from the old Socialist Workers Party of James
P. Cannon, and Socialist Action from 1984 through 1999.
After being expelled from Socialist Action in 1999, we
formed Socialist Workers Organization in an attempt to
carry on the project of building a nucleus of a revolutionary
party true to the historic teachings and program of Marx,
Engels, Lenin and Trotsky.
What we have found is that our numbers are insufficient for this crucial project of party building. This problem is not ours alone; it is a problem flowing from the
division and fragmentation that has plagued the revolutionary movement in capitalist America and the world
since the 1980s.
What we intend to do is to continue to promote the idea
of building a revolutionary Marxist working class political
party through the pages of Socialist Viewpoint magazine. We
continue to have an optimistic outlook about the revolutionary potential of the world working class to rule society
in its own name—socialism. We are optimistic that the
working class, united across borders, and acting in its own
class interests can solve the devastating crises of war, poverty, oppression, and environmental destruction that capitalism is responsible for.
We expect that revolutionaries from many different
organizations, traditions, and backgrounds will respond to
the opportunities that will arise, as workers resist the attacks
of the capitalist system and government, to build a new
revolutionary political party. Just as we join with others to
build every response to war and oppression, we look forward to joining with others in the most important work of
building a new mass revolutionary socialist workers’ party
as it becomes possible to do so.

Regional and
International Actions
to Free Mumia

Oakland, California,
Rally and March to

Free Mumia Abu-Jamal

Detroit, Michigan: National Conference to
Defeat Austerity, Saturday, March 24. 10:00
A.M.—5:00 P.M. St. Matthew’s—St. Joseph’s
Church, 8850 Woodward Ave., Detroit, MI
48202. For more information: www.moratorium-mi.org
Houston, Texas: Banner Drop for Mumia,
Monday, March 26, 5:30 P.M.—6:30 P.M.
Texas Death Penalty Abolition Movement will
do a banner drop over Houston’s busiest freeway for Mumia, on Dunlavy Bridge, over Highway 59.
New York City: Break Down Walls and
Prison Plantation: Mumia, Migrants and
Movements for Liberation, Friday, March 23.
6:00 P.M. Community Supper 7:30 PM, Holyrood Episcopal Church, 715 179th Street, New
York, NY 10033
Jericho Amnesty Movement 20th Anniversary, Saturday, March 24. Holyrood Episcopal
Church, 715 W. 179th St, New York, NY, Dinner
from 5:00 P.M.—6:00 P.M. Downstairs Program
from 6:30 P.M.—9:00 P.M. in Sanctuary.
Sunday, March 25: March and Rally, Gather
12:00 P.M., U.S. Mission (799 UN Plaza: 1st
Ave. and 45th St.), March 1:00 P.M., to Times
Square for 2:00 P.M. Rally, Buses to Philadelphia: Leaving NYC March 27, 5:30 A.M. from
147 West 24 St. For information email info@
freemumia.com or call 212-330-8029.
Vallejo, CA, Saturday, March 24: 1:00 P.M.—
4:00 P.M., Vallejo JFK Library, 505 Santa Clara
Street, Vallejo, CA 94590, Contact Info: New
Jim Crow Movement (Vallejo), 707-652-8367,
withjusticepeace@gmail.com
Toronto, Canada, Free Mumia Abu-Jamal!,
Saturday, March 24, 1:00 P.M., Across the
street
from
the
U.S.
Consulate
360 University Avenue, march24freemumia@
gmail.com
Johannesburg, South Africa, Sunday, March
25, Freedom Park RDD, Poetry. Hip Hop.
Kwaito. Drama. Local Organizer: Pastor Rev,
Contact Info: +27 649 240514

Saturday, April 28,
assemble 12:00 Noon
at Oscar Grant Plaza
(Oakland City Hall)
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Puerto Rico, Cuba, Hurricanes and Political Prisoners. Read Two Wings of the Same Bird on page 35.

A poster depicting the 1930s revolutionary Farabundo Marti
National Liberation Front (FMLN), of El Salvador. Read
Shithole Countries on page 12

«

«

«

s

On the Front Cover: JROTC, with more than 310,000 high
school students participating annually are routinely
taught to handle and shoot weapons. Read School
Massacres and the U.S. War Machine on page 6.

New legal action is path to Mumia Abu-Jamal’s freedom, but a reignited international mobilization is critical for victory. Read Path to
Free Mumia Abu-Jamal on page 64.

Attention Prison Mail Room:

«

«

«

Prisoners retain their free speech rights under the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. That means you cannot
legally suppress the expression and consideration of ideas. Prison walls do not form a barrier separating prisoners from
the protection of the Constitution, according to the Turner v. Safely ruling. [482 U.S. 78, 107 Sct 2245 (1987)] If you
exclude printed matter on an improper basis, or give a false pretext or rationale for its exclusion, because of the ideas
expressed in it, you are breaking the law. The prisoner denied access to material he wants to read can bring a civil rights
lawsuit against you with cause for seeking punitive damages. In the case of Police Department Chicago v. Mosley, 408
U.S. 92, 95, 92 Sct 2286, 2290 (1972) the court found that “[A]bove all else, the First Amendment means that government
has no power to restrict expression because of its message, subject matter or content.”

